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NEYM 2016 Yearly Meeting Minute on Climate Change
New England Yearly Meeting
Minute 2016-67
Friends at the New England Yearly Meeting Annual Sessions at Castleton, VT, August 6–11, 2016,
have heard a Divine call to the witness of addressing climate change. We affirm the overwhelming
scientific consensus that greenhouse gases released by human activity are causing climate change,
that these changes threaten life on our planet as we know it, and that we have a responsibility to
address the very real threats that will impact both rich and poor. Those on earth who have
contributed least to this crisis are likely to suffer most from it.
This is not just one concern among many to be carried by only some among us. We all live on this
planet and are all complicit in altering its climate. It is incumbent upon every Friend and every
Friends Meeting to discover how God is leading us to do our part to reverse this great threat.
As in past times of crisis, the strength and love of our community life will make it possible for Friends
to see to what they are called, and carry it out faithfully whatever the cost. We can engage with each
other tenderly and hold each other lovingly accountable to move from fear into courage, in response
to this crisis. This is the manner in which Friends have always responded to great moral challenges
of their own time.
Recognizing that we, gathered here, are shaped and limited by our own economic and social
positions, nevertheless the divine Witness challenges us, in compassion and in love for all children of
God, and for the beautiful earth, to pray, wait, and act with a focus and fearlessness appropriate to
the urgency of the times. Love requires it of us.
http://neym.org/news/2016-yearly-meeting-minute-climate-change
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