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Send in economic change. ...

TH E HIGHEST GOAL for virtually all government

Don’t bother, it's here.

the good life that is possible for everyone under an

and business leaders in the industrialized world has been economic system that does not chase the chimera of

growth in the Gross Domestic Product. Little
heed has been paid to a handful of critics, such
as economist Herman Daly, who have warned
that all growth, including economic growth,
must come to an end. Whether it ends in a
train wreck or the graceful descent of a
skilled paraglider depends on how well we
understand the problem and manage the
transition to a steady state.

In 1972 a group of MIT researchers
published The Limits to Growth, a fairly
grim forecast based on computer mod-
eling of the complex interactions of in-
creasing population and consumption,
declining nonrenewable resources,
abuse of renewable resources, and
technological innovations. It pegged
the downturn of industrial production at about 2010.

Warnings about the eventual downside of growth
have been hard to sell to an affluent society that has
come to consider optimism a sign of mental health and
something of a self-fulfilling prophesy.

One thing is different, however, about Richard
Heinberg’s new book, The End of Growth, Adapting
to Our New Economic Reality. He's not talking about
the future. He says the world economy shifted perma-
nently to a post-growth regime in 2008.

In all of his recent books, (The Party’s Over,
Powerdown, etc.) Heinberg has been very good at
explaining complicated topics like economics and en-
ergy in language that non-technical people can easily
understand. He doesn't claim to know all the answers,
but he articulates well what most people already feel
at the gut level. He is able to reassure them that they
aren’t the ones who are crazy, that the emperors in
charge of the modern world’s economic system are
the one’s who aren’t wearing any clothes.

Heinberg, a senior fellow at the Post Carbon Insti-
tute in Santa Rosa, Calif., also makes a valuable con-
tribution by balancing the scary stuff with a vision of

endless growth. He argues that most of the
current economic insanity
emerged when the modern banking
system gave free rein to specula-
tive investing, feeding a something-
for-nothing mentality and a winner-
take-all code of business ethics.

Heinberg provides an excellent

“Economics for Dummies”-style
overview of the evolution of eco-
nomic philosophy and the modern
banking system.

In his post-mortem of the 2008 glo-
bal financial crash, he brings clarity and
order to the mish-mash of media report-
ing about stimulus packages, debt bur-
dens, speculation bubbles, and so forth.
He reviews the economic remedies that
have been tried or proposed, as well as their ideologi-
cal underpinnings.

Heinberg explains the new limits, in terms of peak
oil and various energy alternatives. He outlines a host
of economic braking forces, in terms of declining re-
serves of critical minerals, environmental depletion,
and an increasingly harsh and unpredictable climate.
He goes on to explain why various technological inno-
vations and substitutions, as well as increased effi-
ciency, won’t be enough to compensate for the shrink-
ing economic and energy pie.

THE END OF GROWTH  concludes with an encour-
aging discussion of how we can work together to man-
age the coming contraction. Others have pioneered
much of this work (the New Road Map Foundation,
Redefining Progress, the Center for a New American
Dream, etc.). Heinberg is excited about the emerging
international Transition Town movement, which is
taking concrete steps to develop alternate local
economies that that are based on real productivity
and cooperation rather than greed and speculation.
Louis Cox




) - Earthcare in Monthly and Yearly meeting-

New York YM Friends urged
to ‘make peace with Earth’

“PEACE WITH EARTH: Transforming our Com-
munities” was the topic of QEW General Secretary
Anne Mitchell's keynote talk at New York Yearly
Meeting’s annual sessions in June.

“The peace testimony points to a way of life where
there is that of God in everyone, and it embraces all
human relationships. It has evolved over nearly 400
years in a changing world, expanding from a testi-
mony against all wars and violence to include peace
and an understanding that we cannot live in peace if
there continue to be injustices. Now we are realizing
that these include injustices toward to planet Earth,”
Anne said.

“There are many ways for us to change the world
and transform our communities—and the peace testi-
mony can help us. My own journey has led me from
peace marches to the current war-resisters support
campaign in Canada, community development in
Latin and South America and Africa, the anti-apart-
heid movement in South Africa, First Nations issues
in Canada, and now to wanting to live in right rela-
tionship with Earth. In all these struggles | have been
influenced by the Quaker peace testimony and by the
need to consider my own actions.”

Anne said that after the struggle to end apartheid in
South Africa was completed, she found environmental
work to be a natural continuation of that mission.

“Itis clear to me that the environment is an inclu-
sive, all-encompassing and fundamental concern
about who we are as a species and how we live on
this Earth we call home. It is a deeply spiritual con-
cern. If we do not protect our environment, what
kind of Earth will we leave to our children?

“This concern is connected to our peace testi-
mony. There are many examples of wars and strife
over access to water, land, oil and other resources.
For us to live in peace, families and communities need
clean water, adequate food and shelter, and meaning
in their lives.”

ANNE ALSO advocated for appropriate uses of tech-
nology in environmental work:

“Technological fixes are put forward to address
climate change, energy, water, and food. But the
technology fixes of today may well contribute to the
problems of tomorrow. ”

Anne stressed the importance of discernment and
becoming well-informed about ecological issues of the
day. Quakers and other faith groups also can play an
important role in articulating the moral and justice
dimensions of the environmental crisis. v
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MUCHAS GRACIAS, AMIGOS!

. . THERE WAS a gratifying surge in renewals and
U special contributions over the summer that kept
QEW above water during recent cash-flow diffi-
culties. Your generosity made it easier to reserve faci lities
for our Annual Meeting and resume printing the newsletter
cover in color. But we need to broaden our support base to
keep QEW witnessing for an earth restored. Please offer
the inserted return envelope to a potential new supporter.
\ 7,
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Fort Lauderdale (Fla.) Friends Meeting’s

Statement on Nuclear Energy
Approved August 14, 2011

WE OFFER THIS STATEMENT of grave con-
cern to the wider Quaker world, seeking to express
our thoughts and feelings about nuclear fission as a
source of energy for the United States.

We are not scientists or experts on nuclear en-
ergy. Neither do we use our inability to speak to
the scientific disagreements as a reason for silence.
We offer this as a heart-felt, Spirit-led statement
for consideration.

Some of us were uncertain about the place of
nuclear fission in our energy future until the earth-
guakes and tsunamis in Japan this past March
2011. The moment of awakening came when we
heard that the radioactive water that had been
cooling the reactors at Fukushima was being
poured into the oceans. We deeply believe that we
have no right to contaminate the waters of the
ocean due to our failures. We are sure that the
people dealing with the crises in Japan felt that
they had no other option. That is part of the trag-
edy—these crises leave people of good will with no
other option than to do further damage to the in-
nocent on land and sea.

We are distressed by the hubris of those in the
United States who say that we can prevent such
accidents on our land. We find it ironic that any-
one can say these things only one year after the BP
oil spill.

We believe that the conventional wisdom that
nuclear energy is safe creates a false confidence
that takes the focus from the urgent need to de-
velop renewable resources for energy. That same
false confidence leads us to take lightly our responsi-
bility to reduce consumption in this country.

In seeking the Light and listening to our hearts,
we find that our testimonies, our deep love and
gratitude for the Earth, and our concern for the
safety of all life on Earth lead us to oppose further
production of nuclear energy.

A J
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QEW clerk’'s message
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Be happy—Ilive simply and sustainably

Richard Grossman, M.D.
QEW Steering Committee Clerk

H ERE is something you can do that is likely to
make you happier, healthier, save money and
lessen your impact on the planet. What is it? Consume

less by practicing simpler living.

| usually focus on human population
growth, but consumption is an issue that
affects our impact on the planet just as
much.

A child born in a developing country
will have only a fraction of the impact that
a child would have in the United States.
This illustrates that it is not just the num- v
bers of people but also the resources they |
use (and the pollution they cause) that re-
ally matters. Furthermore, consumption is
growing faster than population growth. Worldwide
our numbers are increasing by 1 percent per year
while consumption is skyrocketing at 2 to 4 percent.

Costa Rica is a good example of a nation that ap-
proaches sustainability. We lived in Monteverde for
three months recently, giving us personal experience
with the differences from the U.S.

The income of an average Costa Rican (or “Tico,”
to use their nickname) is significantly less than that of
an “American.” Our buying power is about $47,000
per person each year, but in Costa Rica it is less than a
quarter of that, at $11,000. Obviously Ticos consume
less than dolos norteamericanos.

Yet Ticos appear to be happier than Americans.
One measure, the Satisfaction with Life Index, rates
Ticos higher (13" in the world) than Americans (just
231),

Most Ticos do not own cars, but use their feet or
public transportation to travel. When my wife and |
lived up in Monteverde we walked to do errands.
Sometimes we enjoyed the luxury of a taxi if it was
pouring or if we had a lot to carry. When we traveled
from the Monteverde area we did so by bus. It cost
only the equivalent of eight dollars for the four-hour
trip to the capital, San José!

Doesn’t relative poverty cause poor health? No!

On average, Ticos live a year or two longer than
Americans! The emphasis there is on primary and
preventative health care. | don’t remember seeing a
really obese Tico; people are physically active and
fast food is uncommon. Indeed, | lost weight when
eating my favorite Costa Rican food, gallo pinto —but
that’s another story.

What is the secret of Costa Rica? It is unique in the

world in that it emphasizes education and health. It
has no military—that'’s right, none! Instead it provides
free healthcare to all citizens and free education
through high school. In contrast, the U.S. spends a
huge fraction of its finances on the military. Part of
that expenditure is to support our extravagant use of
petroleum, which largely comes from far
away. A large portion of our military
might is used to gain and protect sources
of petroleum. Furthermore, our military
consumes huge amounts of oil.

Contraception is free and available to
all Ticos as part of their health care.
Funding for family planning in the USA,
however, has been shrinking when mea-
sured in real dollars, and its very exist-
ence has been jeopardized with recent
political changes. (Abortion is illegal in
Costa Rica, although a few abortions are done surrep-
titiously.)

H E saying “development is the best contracep-

tive” became popular during Reagan’s presidency.
As people get richer, they do tend to have smaller
families. Unfortunately, they also consume more and
have greater ecological impact. Furthermore, more
refined studies have found that really rich people
have larger families than moderately rich families.

The Tico lifestyle uses much less of the planet’s
resources and adds less pollution to the environment.
Costa Rica has alsgreserved a greater proportion of
its land as parks than any other country in the world.
Its rain and cloud forests have become a major tourist
destination, and a major source of income. Almost all
electricity in Costa Rica comes from renewable
sources—hydro and wind—but it is affordable for all.

The Ecological Footprint (an excellent measure of
an individual’s ecological impact) of the average Tico
is 2.8 hectares (6.8 acres). This is close to the average
area of productive land available to each person—if
we all had this footprint we would be using the planet’s
resources sustainably.

We cannot all move to Costa Rica. We here in the
U.S. can, however, endeavor to reduce our consump-
tion. People who choose “simple living” (or a lifestyle
of voluntary simplicity) work less, spend less, and
enjoy life more. Most important is that they are hap-
pier and have less impact on the planet.v

[See a report on the QEW-supported Finca la Bella on
page 4. For further reading, consider the pamphlets

in QEW'’s “Simplicity as Spiritual Practice” series,
starting with Freeing Ourselves from Possessions.]
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News from ‘Finca la Bella’ in Costa Rica -

Finca La Bella Committee supports parceleros and the
Monteverde Institute in negotiating farm title transfer

IN MAY and JUNE of 2011, Os Cresson of the QEW
Finca La Bella Committee visited the parceleros who
live and work on Finca La Bella in Costa Rica, as well
as the staff of the Monteverde Institute and many of
their neighbors. Here are excerpts from his report:

“The 122-acre farm, bought in 1992 through the
efforts of QEW and others in the
U.S. and Costa Rica, belongs to the
Monteverde Institute, a local non-
profit. About 24 families have life-
long use of parcels which they can
leave to family members or sell
back to the community, receiving
recompense for improvements.
Many parceleros are founding
members or their children.

“When the Monteverde Insti-
tute took on the project, it saw this
as a temporary custodial relation-
ship. Recently they asked that the
title be passed to the parceleros,
their association, or another non-profit, as soon as
possible. Unfortunately, there are no community land
trusts in Costa Rica. The parceleros want the title but
hope to keep it as one farm to better control what hap-
pens there. There is a risk in this since they may be
offered large sums for the land.

“The government has loans available for housing
and other projects for which they should qualify, but
this has not happened to date because they do not own
title to the land. Recent meetings with government
officials indicate that perhaps there is a way around
this problem.

“The parceleros want to turn the road through
their property into a public road, and the Institute
supports this. The government would then maintain
the road and bring in a water system. It would help
with access for produce, supplies, visitors, ambu-
lances, etc. There has been progress in assigning a
power of attorney to the parcelero association’s offic-
ers so they do not have to go to the Institute for any
legal action, as has been the case.”

“Some parceleros would like to see joint projects
by the La Bella community such as tours, and they
would like more visitors staying in their homes.

(About ten of the parceleros have rooms for guests.)

“The parceleros’ standard of living has increased a
great deal in the last 20 years. Now they have electric-
ity and many appliances. The road up to Monteverde
was paved, which allows young people to go to high

"IN

VICTORIA, PEPITO, and other parceleros
feel they would have greater control over
their future if they had title to their parcels .

There is a way you can be involved: the parceleros
have invited QEW members to come and share Christ-
mas with them later this year . If interested, please
contact Bill Holcombe, clerk of the Finca La Bella Com-
mittee, at < bholc7@hotmail.com >.

school and access to stores,
banks, clinics and jobs. A nurse
comes one day a week. Tourism
has increased, and many of the
parceleros have started busi-
nesses: they make soap and pa-
per, several give coffee tours to
students and other tourists, one
runs a general store across the
road from the farm. The parcels
produce coffee, bananas, fruit,
vegetables, chickens, and eggs.

“It seems to me the parceleros
are faithful representatives of
the values and traditions of rural
Costa Rica. Their ethic is to listen to the land and
learn from it and care for it. They seek to be good
neighbors. They place tremendous emphasis on own-
ing a piece of land as a guarantee of the security of
oneself and one’s family. The environmental values of
those who started Finca La Bella were in many ways
compatible with the values of the parceleros, and
some of the values were new but accepted, reluctantly
in some cases.

“The clerk of Monteverde Monthly Meeting is on a
committee that advises the Institute board on Finca
La Bella issues. Members of the meeting know
parceleros and participate in the Institute, but | think
more could be done to facilitate interactions.

“Until ten years ago, QEW appointed a member of
the governing commission but we have not had a for-
mal role since then. We have kept in touch with the
situation through Monteverde Friends and through
occasional visits. This past June 27th the QEW Finca
La Bella Committee approved a letter to the boards of
the parcelero association and the Monteverde Insti-
tute, stating that they believed decisions about the
future of Finca La Bella are up to the parceleros and
the Monteverde Institute, and that in our view these
decisions and actions need not be limited by wishes of
the original donors. We offered to help pay for law-
yers and for other expenses involved in arriving at
and carrying out the decisions.”

We will be visiting this Christmas. Coming? v

BeFriending Creation 1 September-October 2011



Farm & Wilderness Camps
teach, practice environ-

mental sustainability

Maria Mercurio
Burlington (Vt.) Friends Meeting

ROM ages six to 14, | spent the

majority of my summers at Farm &
Wilderness Camps, a network of six
summer camps in central Vermont
founded by Quakers Ken and Susan
Howard Webb in 1939.

| first learned about Farm & Wilder-
ness Camps when my family attended
Quarterly Meeting there in the early
1990s. | attended the Barn Day Camp
summer program for three years and
then Indian Brook Camp for girls.

Life at Farm & Wilderness is very
simple. Campers live in three-sided cab-
ins without electricity and use out-
houses. There are no mirrors. We
learned how to grow our own food, care
for animals, chop wood, and recycle, and how to sur-
vive in the wilderness. It was where | truly began to
develop my sense of ethics, in regard to work, the en-
vironment, social justice, friendship, food, and so
much else. It is a place that not only encourages hard
work and great fun, but also deep thinking and reflec-
tion. The means through which these goals are
reached is community. The Farm & Wilderness val-
ues of simplicity, non-violence, equality, community,
and care for the environment are important to all
campers, Quakers and non-Quakers alike.

At Indian Brook we had daily activities in six areas:
work projects, outdoor living skills, waterfront, barns
and gardens, creative arts, and rocks & ropes. During
my first four years, | rotated through these activities.
As an older camper | was able to choose an appren-
ticeship; an activity | would stick with all summer.

My last year at Indian Brook, | chose Outdoor Liv-
ing Skills, which was the most difficult apprenticeship.
We were called the “Pioneers,” and we worked con-
stantly, learning survival skills and going on many
outdoor adventures. We went on a get-lost hike where
we learned to use a map and compass. We did solos in
the woods with no food or gear, where we built fires
and ate wild edibles. We did trail work, chopped down
trees, and learned about first aid. We practiced Leave-
No-Trace, built natural shelters, spent hours simply
sitting out in the woods, and sang often.

At age fourteen, being a Pioneer was the most chal-
lenging thing | had ever done. It forced me to work

Earthcare at Quaker camps

Maria Mercurio

- 5

This is the latest in a series of articles on Quaker-
affiliated camps that encourage awareness of and
respect for the natural world.

hard, and it connected me deeply to the wilderness
and the idea of simple outdoor living. Since finishing
camp, | have done three Vermont Youth Conserva-
sewrmram. 11ON Corps crews. | attended the
Woolman Semester, a small Quaker
school for high-schoolers, where | did a
sustainability project relating to the
trail system on the beautiful northern
California campus. My interest in wil-
derness adventures, environmental
sustainability, and close communities is
easily traced back to Farm & Wilder-
ness. It was where | grew up. It was the
place that, during my childhood, felt
more like home than any other. It was
full of learning and excitement and
great friendship. | can’t imagine the
person | would be without it. v
See<www.farmandwilderness.org>

p
from the Farm & Wilderness website

At F&W, in everything we do, we endeavor to
leave as small a footprint on the earth as possible
and to practice and teach environmental sustain-
ability. All program participants experience simple
living: a day or summer with little commercial-
ism, no media except for an occasional newspa-
per, home-grown food, minimal electricity, and
methods for making their own food, fun, and hous-
ing. Through experience, participants learn the tools
and philosophy of environmental sustainability....

In all programs there is daily attention to con-
sumption and waste. At F&W we grow and eat our
own organic food, and buy as much locally grown
food as we can. We produce and pasteurize our
own milk. In the dining room, campers are taught
to take on their plates only as much as they can
eat. Any left-over scraps are put in buckets to be
used for pig-slop or garden compost. Campers
participate in recycling, trash collection and dis-
posal, and food-waste composting....

When working in the barn and garden, partici-
pants are taught farming techniques which con-
serve water, prevent soil erosion, create and
maintain healthy soil, and protect biodiversity....

In these activities and others, campers actively
participate in maintaining our small physical
“footprint.” Learn more about our goals for reduc-
ing the impact of our buildings and grounds.
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Earthcare at the 2011 Gathering

Earthcare action celebrated at FGC Gathering in lowa

Shelley Tanenbaum
Alternate QEW Steering Committee Clerk

SPEAKERS, DISCUSSIONS, AND FILMS at the
Earthcare Center reflected the “Faith in Action”

theme of this year’'s Friends General Conference Gath-
ering, July 3-9, in central lowa.—Isn’t that what
we’ve been doing at QEW for the past 24 years?

As part of the 2011 Gathering theme,
one of this year’s plenary speakers,
LaDonna Redmond, spoke about setting up
organic/local food stores and gardens in
the Chicago inner city. Her plenary talk fit
right in with QEW'’s theme for the next two
years: food, agriculture, and biodiversity.

Redmond said she was originally motivated to do
this work because her baby son had serious food aller-
gies and it was very difficult to find good, healthy food
for him. She was able to find food he could eat only if
she traveled a distance from her home and spent con-
siderable resources to do so. Her personal motiva-
tions led her to become an activist and advocate—
working to bring affordable food options to her com-
munity of lower-income African Americans.

At the Earthcare Center we were fortunate to fea-
ture local lowans who are dedicated practitioners of
local and sustainable agriculture.

v Dana Foster and Joey Giffen-Hunter, both teachers
at Scattergood Friends School in West Branch,
lowa, talked about the school’s farm, which pro-
vides much of their food and includes farm work as
part of the students’ curriculum.

v Wren Almitra, from lowa Friends, spoke passion-
ately about her calling of Food, Faith, and Friends.

v We heard about Steering Committee member Carol
Barta's leadings over the past several years to de-
velop permaculture in neighboring Kansas.

v Keith Helmuth, board member of Quaker Institute
for the Future <www.quakerinstitute.org>,
led a discussion about QIF’'s most recent pamphlet,
Genetically Modified Crops: Promises, Perils, and
the Need for Public Policy (the primary author is
Anne Mitchell, QEW’s General Secretary).

An enthusiastic group engaged in an interactive
workshop with George Lakey on Earth Quaker Action
Teams <http://eqat.wordpress.com> . We ended
the week with a reflective session onAwakening the
Dreamer, facilitated by Hollister Knowlton, former
clerk of QEW.

In addition to these presentations, each day | led
discussions on how QEW could work with other

Quaker organizations such as Quaker Institute for the
Future (QIF), Earth Quaker Action Teams (EQAT),
and Quaker schools and youth. We concluded with a
discussion of future directions for QEW (see below).

Daily outdoor early-morning meeting for worship,
under the care of QEW, was well attended. Many
Friends appreciated starting the day listening to the
blrds feellng the fresh air, and enjoying our spiritual

== connection with each other and the natu-
ral world.

Friends John and Gail Fletcher up-
dated the “Green Survey” from the 2009
FGC, at the request of the Sustainability
Committee. This was an outgrowth of the
footprint survey conducted two years ago to gauge
Earthcare awareness and action amongst Friends. All
350 surveys were completed (there were 1,050
attenders at this year’'s Gathering); results showed
almost uniform participation in activities such as re-
cycling and good participation in activities such as
driving fuel-efficient cars and eating locally and
sustainably. We hope to present the results of the sur-
vey at QEW’s Annual Gathering in October (page 11).

AT THE END of the Gathering week, we held a dis-
cussion on the future of QEW and ideas for our pres-
ence at the 2012 FGC gathering. Some of the ideas
that came out of this discussion:

v Provide ideas to Monthly Meetings on projects;
share ideas from other meetings.

v Participate in the August Tar Sands action in D.C.

v Partner with Quakers in Business—to promote sus-
tainability in their projects.

v Partner with Quaker Institute for the Future—dis-
tribute QIF pamphlets and books via the QEW net-
work and encourage QEW supporters who are in-
terested in study/research on particular topics to
join/form a QIF Circle of Discernment.

v Partner with EQAT—distribute information about
EQAT actions to the QEW network and encourage
QEW supporters who are interested in direct action
to join EQAT actions.

Next year's FGC Gathering will be July 1-7, 2012
in at the University of Rhode Island in Kingston. We
are forming a committee to work on QEW’s Earthcare
Center. Contact Anne Mitchell or Shelley Tanenbaum
if you would like to participate.

Our “spring” QEW business meeting has been
moved to June 27-30 so that it will occur just prior to
FGC (we will be meeting in Cambridge, Mass.).See
you there! v
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IN THE DAYS of European exploration and coloni-
zation, governments relied on what we now call the
Doctrine of Christian Discovery to authorize the sla-
very, slaughter, and pillage of indigenous peoples.
The Doctrine has not been revoked. It has evolved
into the law of the land, providing the underpinning of
U.S. and Canadian property law. What went wrong
here, and why does it matter after all these years?

Some history. In 1452 the
Pope in Rome authorized the
King of Portugal to “capture,
vanquish, and subdue the
Saracens, pagans, and other
enemies of Christ,” to “put them
into perpetual slavery,” and to
“take all their possessions and
property.” In 1493 another
Pope granted to Spain a similar
right to take over any lands they
might discover “unless they had
already come into the posses-
sion of other Christian lords.”
These papal bulls, or proclama-
tions, provided justification for
the exploitation of any lands
and peoples they came across,
as long as they didn’t step on the

from the Hopi Elders
You have been telling the people
that this is the Eleventh Hour.

Now you must go back and tell
people that this is The Hour.

Here are the things that must be
considered:

—Where are you living?
—What are you doing?
—What are your relationships?
—Are you in right relation?
—Where is your water?
—Know our garden.

It is time to speak your Truth.

Create your community

Be good to each other.

And do not look outside yourself

~

Land rights of Indigenous Peoples - .

Meetings, churches urged to renounce the
outrageous Doctrine of Christian Discovery

ever meaningful, this Declaration remains
“aspirational,” because the UN has no power to en-
force any decisions taken by participating member
nations.) Led by groups including the American In-
dian Law Alliance, next year the Permanent Forum
will focus on the outrageous Doctrine of Christian
Discovery, demanding that the world renounce it.

What about Quakers?

Mary Gilbert
QEW Rep. to the UN

The Indigenous Peoples are
our allies and we need to be
theirs. Despite their many dif-
ferences they are pulling to-
gether for the benefit of all.
Around the world they are still
the most marginalized groups,
often facing eviction, assassina-
tion, and even slaughter as they
try to protect and retain their
lives, homes, lands, and ways of
life. They are the front lines in
the great struggle to protect and
restore what is so dear to us in
QEW, the health of our planet.
We can pull with them by
encouraging our Monthly and
Yearly meetings and our
churches to renounce the Doc-
trine of Christian Discovery .

for the leader.

toes of other European powers.
Following suit, the English \

Two other worship communi-
/ ties, the Unitarian and Episco-

Crown claimed the right of ownership by “discovery.”
When the 13 colonies broke away to become the
United States, the new nation was said to have inher-
ited the Crown’s right. In 1823 the U.S. Supreme
Court ruled on a case known asJohnson v. M’Intosh,
confirming the legal authority of the nation over all
matters involving native peoples’ land rights. In this
way the essence of the Doctrine of Discovery became
the law of the land. Wikipedia says, ‘Johnson... is still
cited as authority by lower courts several times a year.”

Changing times. The “Saracens and pagans,” who
had and deserved no rights, were the world’s Indig-
enous Peoples, whose Earth-connected wisdom and
spirituality we are finally learning to respect and learn from.
In recent years Indigenous Peoples have gotten
together and made some changes. There is now a UN
Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues (UNPFII).
Every country in the world has finally endorsed the
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
(UNDRIP), although the endorsements by Canada and
the U.S. are couched in weakening language. (How-

pal churches, have active campaigns encouraging con-
gregations to repudiate the Doctrine . We Quakers can
do the same.

We can also be on the lookout for opportunities to
stand together with native nations. Bill McKibben
asked North Americans to join in civil disobedience in
the latter half of August, protesting in Washington DC
the building a pipeline to carry low-grade crude oil
and slurry from the Alberta Tar Sands to refineries in
Texas. This is a direct threat to native nations as well
as to Earthlings in general. Some Quakers plan to be
there to trespass and risk arrest.

There will be many more chances to express our
alliance. It's time to discern our responsibility and
take action as we are ledv

Links: <info@firstpeoplesrights.org>;
<http://indiancountrytodaymedianetwork.com/2011/06/
unpfii-panel-discusses-doctrine-of-discovery/>
Much-cited book:  Steven Newcomb (Lenape/
Shawnee) Pagans in the Promised Land: Decoding the
Doctrine of Christian Discovery, 2008, Fulcrum Publ.
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NEYM Young Adult Friends

Jay O’Hara makes a new way of
living on the planet his life’s work.

by Louis Cox

YOUNG ADULT FRIENDS in New En-
gland have been on a passionate quest to
get Quakers to treat climate change as a
spiritual crisis. It started with a Climate
Change Working Group that was formed
during a YAF retreat at Mount Toby
(Mass.) Friends Meeting last November.

One of the leaders of this fired-up
group is Jay O’Hara, 29, a resident of Cape
Cod, and member of the West Falmouth Preparative
Meeting. In an interview during the 2011 New En-
gland Yearly Meeting (NEYM) sessions in August, Jay
told the story of how he had become deeply involved
in spirit-led climate action.

“The first motion for me was in high school, when
| was helping to measure rapidly eroding sand dunes
as part of an earth sciences class. | saw that people
with lakefront property had been putting up big rock
barriers that interfered with the dynamic system that
keeps the ocean out of the estuaries. It became clear
that when we act in our own natural self-interest we
often unknowingly complicate and change the world
in ways we can’t imagine. That's when | realized that
we have the power to do great damage to the earth.”

After high school Jay studied politics at Earlham
College in Richmond, Ind. As a convinced Friend, he
had grasped early in life the imperative of acting with
integrity, living out the truth as he understood it.

During his freshman year, Jay started working on
campus recycling, but during his sophomore year,
with the U.S. invasion of Afghanistan in 2001, he was
pulled completely into antiwar activism.

After college, while working for Friends Committee
on National Legislation (FCNL) in Washington, D.C.,
he was deeply moved by a nonfiction book,Field
Notes from a Catastrophe, by Elizabeth Kolbert
(Bloomsbury USA, 2006). “Finishing the book on the
lawn next to the Capitol, | was completely choked
with tears, knowing that the world | grew up in and
lived in would not be there for my children. | knew
that doing something about that and establishing a new
way of living on the planet would be my life’s work.”

The Quaker worldview and the example of John
Woolman had informed Jay’s vision of the Peaceable
Kingdom, but until recently he had been led to pursue
his growing environmental concern mostly through
secular channels.

Jay O’Hara

Radical witness by Young Adult Friends _

ONFIREver climate change

“I learned during my FCNL work that
the normal way that Quakers and others
approach change work, including our
attempts to influence the government
system, are not capable of delivering the
kind of change that needs to happen. We
need to be a little more honest. We failed
to stop the Iraq War or to defund it. We
need to realize that change has to come
first from a radical transformation in
our own lives.”

Jay said radical transformation hap-
pens in three ways, when we 1) become
living examples of a new way of living on
the earth, 2) work to supplant the dominant system by
simultaneously building the kind of world we want to
live in, and 3) engage in committed acts of disobedi-
ence and resistance to the establishment, actively
fighting the entrenched interests that are trying to
prevent the change that needs to happen[Read about
Jay’s involvement in Tar Sands action, next page.]

AS PART OF HIS OWN LIVING WITNESS, Jay
doesn't fly or own a car and eats at the bottom of the
food chain. “I choose to live radically simply and
thereby liberate myself from the need to work full-
time.”

Jay also helped start and direct a statewide Student
Climate Network in Massachusetts, promoting clean
electricity, opposing coal power, and engaging in civil
disobedience on the Boston Common. In 2009 he
founded a program called the Climate Summer
<www.climatesummer.net >, in which small teams of
young people bike from town to town for two months,
sleeping in church basements, working with other cli-
mate organizations. The program is aimed at building
student leadership and putting into practice commu-
nity organizing techniques around climate issues.

Since the YAF retreat, Jay has labored with his own
Friends Meeting on Cape Cod to launch a number of
environmental initiatives—starting a garden in back of
the Meeting House, displaying radical books in the
Meeting library, and installing insulation at the Meet-
ing House.

Jay said he has been aware of QEW for several
years but hasn't felt led to get involved. “I am gener-
ally suspicious of centralized Quaker committees. I'm
concerned that one of the things blocking us is our
separation into interest groups who end up talking
only to people who think like they do. | am cautious
about getting pulled into committee work. | think we
need fewer committees and more catalysts.” v
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Quakers among 1,000+ arrested

during Tar Sands  action in D.C.

MORE THAN 1,000 CITIZENS, including a num-
ber of Friends, were arrested during a mass protest in
Washington, D.C. in late August and early September
against the proposed Keystone XL Pipeline, which
would convey vast quantities of crude oil from the
Alberta Tar Sands Project to refineries in Texas.

Thousands answered a nationwide call by Bill
McKibben, Gus Speth, and other environmental lead-
ers to carry out a dramatic “moral witness,” trying to
influence President Obama to veto TransCanada’s
construction permit application. Other public protests
against the pipeline were held at the Canadian capital,
Ottawa, and at other sites across Canada.

“We have been nationalizing what had been a re-
gional issue,” said McKibben following his release
after spending three uncomfortable days in a D.C. jail.
He had previously described the proposed pipeline as
“a 1,500-mile fuse to the biggest carbon bomb on the
continent, a way to make it easier and faster to trig-
ger the final overheating of our planet.”

McKibben urged even more people to come to D.C.

to sustain the public protest through Labor Day.
“We've long since won the scientific arguments
around this pipeline, but we need people steeped in
our various religious traditions here to make sure

that the President—who for once can stop this project
with a simple stroke of the pen, never having to even
ask the opinion of Congress—understands that the
defense of Creation is a moral imperative as well as a
practical one.”

As the number of persons committing civil disobe-
dience grew, many of those arrested reportedly were
released without being jailed or fined.

Among the Quakers arrested for crossing police
barriers in front of the White House were Bill Upholt
and Mary Lee Morrison of Hartford (Conn.) Meeting,
Jay O'Hara of West Falmouth (Mass.) Meeting, Bob
McGahey of Celo (N.C.) Meeting, Mary Gilbert of
Cambridge (Mass.) Meeting, Wilfred Candler of An-
napolis (Md.) Meeting, and Bonner McAllister of
South Berkshire (Mass.) Friends Meeting.

Also reportedly arrested were Philadelphia-area
Quakers Jonathan Snipes, Melanie Douty Snipes,
Michael Gagne, Jennifer Karsten, Carolyn McCoy,
Rita Varley, Sue Edwards, Joan Broadfield, and
Walter Hjelt Sullivan

Bob McGahey’s reports on the action are on his
blog, <http://ecospirit.blogspot.com/ >. Look for
other reports from Friends who took part, in the
Nov.-Dec. issue ofBeFriending Creation. For latest
developments, go to<www.tarsandsaction.org>. v

Register your community for a Sept. 24th
‘Moving Planet’ event at <www.350.0rg>

-l

~

Britain YM commits to
becoming a low-carbon,
sustainable community

Friends from Britain, together with Friends from
other countries, gathered in Canterbury, a city
with a special place in the Christian history of our
islands, to reflect on “Growing in the Spirit: chang-
ing the way we live to sustain the world we live in.”

We can no longer ignore the fact that our planet
is finite. We have not only inherited the earth from
our ancestors: we have borrowed it from our chil-
dren and from their children.

We see the connection between changing the
way we live and growing in the Spirit. What is God
calling us as Quakers to be and to do? Early Quak-
ers were seen as radical religious extremists, living
beyond the ordinary in their simplicity and their
direct engagement with the divine. Are we, on the
other hand, sliding into ordinariness? Can we re-
connect with our roots, to live a religious life and
proclaim a message the world needs to hear?

With joy, our Yearly Meeting has made a com-
mitment to becoming a low-carbon sustainable
community. The time to act is now. We need to
reduce the amount of carbon dioxide we produce.
We are called to challenge the values of consumer
capitalism. Between us we have already made
changes with which we are comfortable: now is the
time to make uncomfortable changes. Yet through
transformative action we have much to gain: a sim-
pler life can be a richer life.

Individual action is not enough. Corporate ac-
tion is needed too. It was good to hear what some
of our Quaker departments and charities are doing
for economic and environmental justice, and help-
ing empower the poorest people and affirm their
dignity. We must try to uphold all the people who
will be working hard, individually and collectively,
to take forward the commitment we have made
this week. We have been encouraged to promote
more publicly, Quaker work and values, and cel-
ebrate them in every way we can. We also need to
contribute more money to support this and other
centrally managed work of our Society. ...

Acting together, and with others who share our
concern, we can make a real difference, promoting
simplicity, peace, equality, truth, and care for the
environment. ...

Approved by Britain Yearly Meeting
University of Kent at Canterbury, England
July 30-August 6, 2011

A J
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ANNAPOLIS (M d.) FRIENDS MEETING s envi-
ronmental initiative just installed two electric vehicle
charging stations in our parking lot. See <http://
aprs.org/AFM-environment.html >

We believe these are the first EV charging stations
at churches in Maryland. Having outlets at work, at
church, and at home effectively doubles the range of
plug-ins by allowing the EV owner to charge during
the day at work as well as at home and to pick up a few
miles on Sunday. During a two-hour visit on Sunday,
the cost to charge an EV is about 25 cents and pro-
vides about a 10-mile boost for the way home.

The idea is to demonstrate the Quaker stewardship
of the environment and also under the peace testi-
mony to reduce the need for future oil wars as oil sup-
plies diminish.

Bob Bruninga
<bruninga@usna.edu>

| READ THE ARTICLE on Ruah Swennerfelt’s re-
search of Transition initiatives around the globe with
great interest and excitement. Jay O’Hara and | of
West Falmouth (Mass.) Friends Meeting hope to help
bring the Transition movement to Falmouth. A first
step happened with Climate Action Week Falmouth
July 19-24, 2011, a series of events planned by mem-
bers of different faith groups and the Falmouth Cli-
mate Action Team to raise awareness of climate issues
and help people already working on these issues to
connect. We hope this will be the kick-off for building

a strong core of community members to bring a Tran-
sition workshop to Falmouth and begin a movement
here.

| think all Friends Meetings should be looking to
play a role in bringing Transition, or something like it,
to their communities, or joining in existing efforts to
do so. Friends, from the beginning, have been pio-
neers in social reform—abolition, prison reform, the
women’s movement, Civil Rights—with a history of
positive influence on the sociopolitical structure of
the Unites States. So it should be with our role in what
some call the Great Turning. | believe it is our man-
date to work toward transition in our respective com-
munities (and our individual lives).

As in the past, there will no doubt be some persecu-
tion that accompanies this work; | hope we won’t shy
from it, but inspire others by having courage and
maintaining peacefulness.

Thanks to Ruah for her study and inspiration. |
look forward to seeing these initiatives take root and
bloom in my lifetime and hope Friends will play a ma-
jor role in that process.

Sarah Moon
West Falmouth (Mass.) Meeting

Letters .

FRIENDS FAILED to reach unity on a proposed
Minute on Population Stabilization at the North Pa-
cific Yearly Meeting (NPYM) Annual Session in July
2011. The purpose of the Minute was to contribute to
ending the silence among religious bodies on the issue
of unsustainable human population increase at the
expense of other species, earth’s natural systems, and
the well-being of present and future generations. ...

NPYM did not reach unity on a population stabili-
zation minute primarily because of concerns about
the complexity of the interplay of consumption and
population rates in different countries, as well as the
fear by some that it would be seen as racist or as
speaking only to others, despite revisions.

Though time for discussion during plenary sessions
was limited, many Friends have since expressed seri-
ous disappointment at the inability of the Yearly
Meeting to speak to Friends and others on this critical
issue. More than one attender has told me that they
would not personally have had as many children if
they had been more aware of the problem.

The original Minute as presented for seasoning to
monthly meetings and worship groups throughout
NPYM... was entitled Minute on Population and Sus-
tainability. A slightly revised version adopted by the
Walla Walla (Wash.) Friends Meeting was published in
the Walla Walla Union-Bulletin. It is online at <http:/
/union-bulletin.com/stories/2010/10/9/quakers-
urge-world-to-stabilize-population>.

...Though at least one Friend opposed any further
consideration of a minute dealing with population is-
sues, it was agreed to send the issue back to meetings
for further seasoning.

Though NPYM has failed to speak on the popula-
tion issue at this Annual Session, individual meetings
and individual Friends can still do so in their ministry
to their own members as well as their local communi-
ties, as Walla Walla Friends have done. If you do so,
please share your statements on this important issue
with other Friends.

Daniel N. Clark

P.O. Box 1222
Walla Walla, WA 99362
<clarkdn@charter.net>
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Join FWCC'’s Consultation on Global Change.
Write to <samuel@fwccglobalchange.org>

e Quaker Earthcare Witness Order Form

Address

City/State/ZIP

Country E-mall
Phone Home Mtg Yearly Mtg
Interests

Please check the appropriate boxes

r 1-year support for Quaker Earthcare Witness
(includes subscription to BeFriending Creation )

r $5000Sr $100USr $500S(avg)r $350USr Other$  MUS

Make checks payableQuaker Earthcare Witness Send with this form to

TOTAL

Canadians may contribute through Canadian Yearly Meeting for a tax
receipt, starting at $45/Can. Please send check to Canadian Yearly Meet-
ing, 91-A Fourth Ave., Ottawa, ON K1S 2L1. CYM needs to know that the
money is for QEW support. Forward this form to QEW to let us know that
you have chosen to contribute through CYM.

Invitation for Young Adult Friends (18-35)

QEW ANNUAL GATHERING
October 20-23, 2011, Chicago, lll.

“Food and Biodiversity”

What will be the Quaker response to
another human-induced calamity?

QUAKER EARTHCARE WITNESS encourages all
Friends with an interest in environmental sustain-
ability to attend QEW’s Annual Meeting.

This year’s main speakers are:

Marcia Cleveland, environmental lobbyist for Friends
Committee on National Legislation.

Molly Anderson,  director of the Sustainable Food Sys-
tems program at College of the Atlantic, Bar Harbor,Maine.
Laurel Ross, founder and vice chair of the Chicago
Wilderness Consortium.

To help Young Adult Friends attend, QEW is
offering special scholarships

For more information about the exciting program
of the October, 2011 Annual Meeting—and to apply
for funds—please go to the QEW website:
<www.quakerearthcare.org> and follow the links.

REGISTRATION CUT-OFF IS SEPTEMBER 30TH!

W

-l
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the entire world is interconnected and is a
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Website:<www. QuakerEarthcare.org>

Earthcare Calendar

September 30, 2011. Deadline for
registering for the 2011 QEW An-
nual Meeting & Gathering.

October 7, 2011. Deadline for ar-
ticle submissions for Nov.-Dec.
2011 BeFriending Creation .
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New QIF pamphlet surveys controversy over biotech agriculture

From the pamphlet's introduction:

A CONFLICT over the future control of food is
now coming into prominence worldwide. On the
one hand, there are those who are focused on
ramping up the technology of large-scale food pro-
duction. On the other there are those who see a
vast potential to increase the food-pro-
duction capacity of small-scale farmers
world wide through the science-based
implementation of eco-agriculture.

For several decades, large agri-busi-
ness corporations, utilizing a growing
range of biotechnologies, have
claimed the use of their products is
the only way to feed the world. A key
factor on which they pinned their
forecast was the increased use of
genetically modified (GM) crops.
This pamphlet assesses this claim
in the light of current evidence. It
surveys the controversy over agri-
cultural biotechnology and the
role of public policy in the regula-
tion of transgenic crops. It places bio-
technology within an ethical context of concern for
equity, the environment, and the common good. It
presents a framework for understanding the variet-
ies of biotechnologies and for gauging strategic ac-
tion on public policy.

The unimpeded acceptance of GM food crops
has hit several snags:

1) Consumer rejection in some regions of the
world.

2) Farmers refusing to adopt GM crops.

3) Public policy intervention.

4) Field experience with GM crops falling short of

test projections. The steady march to a corpo-

rate controlled, global market food system is
now being called into question.

Both chemically dependent
biotech agriculture and organic
eco-agriculture have now been
in the field long enough that
comparative results are being
compiled. For the first time,
transnational agri-business is fac-
ing the possibility that commu-
nity based eco-agriculture will
check its global move on the fu-
ture control of food, and offer a
more sustainable alternative.
Safety, health, equity, ethics, and
environmental concerns are food
system issues in every society.
This pamphlet is a short guide to
these issues and the way they are be-
coming increasingly contested. It will be helpful
for understanding biotechnology issues and for
guidance on engaging these issues at the level of
public policy for the common good.

To order the pamphlet, contact QIF Clerk
Shelley Tanenbaum <sheltan@pacbell.net> v

BeFriending Creation 1 September-October 2011



