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Cancun sets a better mood for climate negotiations
—but much work remains

QEW at Cancun ,  next page >>

Mary Gilbert
QEW Representative to the United Nations

Climate Negotiations in Cancun

I X CHEL,  the ancient Mayan jaguar goddess…
 “goddess of the moon,… (and) of reason,

creativity, and weaving,” was invoked by
Christiana Figueres, executive secretary of the
UN Framework Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCCC*), at the opening of the
latest UN climate negotiations (COP16) in
Cancun, Mexico, in December.

Ixchel turned out to be a fitting symbol for
this year’s conference, where the negotiating
atmosphere was much more positive and par-
ticipatory than last year’s contentious and
frustrating summit in Copenhagen, Denmark.
(Last year I and many other registered ob-
servers had very limited access to the plenary ses-
sions, and many were infuriated by the final Accord,
the product of late-night, closed-door meetings by a
select group of heads of state.)

The difference in atmosphere this time was due
largely to Mexico’s Patricia Espinoza, who, as the new
President of the UN Framework Convention on Cli-
mate Change (UNFCCC), made sure that observers
like me and Judy Lumb (also with QEW) could attend
every plenary meeting right up to the final meetings
on the final day. Espinoza repeatedly promised “no
secret meetings” and “no surprise text” in Cancun. She
set up “contact groups,” each consisting of one rich
and one poor country, for difficult issues. Any text

that appeared for negotia-
tion had been discussed and
agreed by those parties.

Over our two weeks in
Cancun we saw a real change
in mood, from angry suspi-
cion, “…we will see if you
are for real!”  to repeated

standing ovations when Espinoza entered. A palpable
sense of trust had grown. Even low-lying countries

and the small island states (some of which are
already making plans to move whole populations

because of sea-level rise and storm events),
mountainous countries losing their glaciers,
and nations already experiencing serious
drought, were on board with the compro-
mises.

 Only Bolivia remained outside the agree-
ment because the agreed document endorses a
rise of up to 2°C, and if industrial nations live

up to current pledges we can expect an in-
crease of 4°C. Bolivia called this “genocide”

and “ecocide.” (A fuller statement of Bolivia’s reasons
is at <http://pwccc.wordpress.com/>.

I think Bolivia is right on all points, and although
they went along with the compromises, many other
nations also actually agree with Bolivia. It’s that old
dilemma: Is compromising to achieve something not-
so-bad worth giving up what you believe would be
best?...

Important areas of contention

Is the Kyoto Protocol dead?
The main area of contention was whether the Kyoto
Protocol will continue into its scheduled second phase
in 2012. Under the Kyoto Protocol, China and India
are considered non-industrialized and therefore have
no reduction requirements. With the United States
and those two countries not participating in emissions

U.S. and Canada continue to
play roles of “Climate Fossils”

* The UNFCCC was formed at the Earth Summit in Rio de
Janeiro in 1992, and the US is a signatory. The UNFCCC
created the Kyoto Protocol, to which the US is not a signa-
tory.

Patricia Espinoza
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reductions under the Protocol,
it covers only 23 percent of all
emissions. Early in the COP16
sessions, Japan announced that
it would “under no circum-
stances” sign onto a continua-
tion. By the end of the two
weeks, pressured by the US
working behind the scenes,
Canada and the Russian Federa-
tion had also said they would
not sign. Others in the “Um-
brella Group”** have said they
are “not opposed to a second
phase,” but refer to the Proto-
col in the past tense, i.e. “(It)
was an important step…”

The Kyoto Protocol is multi-
lateral, based on an agreed de-
termination of what the planet
needs to keep supporting us all.
Countries share the responsi-
bility as they are able, using
binding pledges to spell out
their commitments. Details for
Monitoring, Reporting and
Verification (MRV) are being
worked out.

The Copenhagen Accord calls
for bilateral agreements, operates with no reference
to an overall goal, has no MRV, and requires no bind-
ing pledges. It’s a recipe for probable global disaster.

Where will the money
for compliance come from?

There are two sources of funding to facilitate compli-
ance with international climate-change agreements:
The European Union has a “Fast Track” program to
help countries with adaptation (living with what can’t
be changed) and mitigation (making the problem less
severe). Complaints are:

· Most of the funding is in the form of loans rather
than grants.

· Some promised money has not appeared.
· Much more funding is allotted for mitigation

(which will help donor countries too) than for ad-
aptation (which can save lives but not help donors).

· Funding is not necessarily “new money” but has

been switched from other help
programs.

A new Green Fund for
longer-term help, created and
administered by the UNFCCC,
is coming along. It will operate
through the World Bank until
details get worked out, but
then will operate indepen-
dently.

Is there a
“Shared Vision”?

This is supposed to be a “cha-
peau,” or framing paragraph
for the body of the outcome
document. Nothing has been
agreed upon. Some say,
“There is no shared vision.”

Can we live with REDD
and REDD+ ?

Reducing Emissions from De-
forestation and Forest Degra-
dation (REDD)  is a market-
driven (danger!)  way to pay
countries for keeping their
forests, which absorb carbon
from the air and therefore aid
in slowing climate change.
REDD+ theoretically adds
safeguards for human forest-

living communities and for the forests themselves, but
there are serious doubts about these safeguards.
REDD+ will probably go through, since many coun-
tries who could receive money do not oppose it.

Where do we say “Enough?”
Earth has now incurred a 0.8°C (1°F) rise in global
temperature over the past century, and we already
have seen an increase in disastrous weather events. A
few nations, including Bolivia and the Small Island
States, want to see an agreed top limit of 1°C. Others
are calling for 1.5°C. Language in the Kyoto Protocol
process refers to a permissible “less than 2°C” rise,
but current emission reduction pledges, if they are
met, would lead to a 4°C or more rise by the end of the
century. “Business as usual” could bring us to a 7°C
rise, at which point we would all be dead. (See sum-
mary of UNEP Emissions Gap Report at: <http://
www.unep.org/publications/ebooks/
emissionsgapreport/pdfs/ EMISSIONS_GAP_
TECHNICAL_SUMMARY .pdf> )

>> Cancun,  from page 1

** Japan, the US, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, Nor-
way, Russian Federation, and Kazakhstan. Cancun,  page 3 >>

MARY marches with the three Bolivian Quakers,
Magaly Quispe, Juan Yujra T icona, Ruben Hilare.

Judy Lumb and Mary Gilbert with Democracy
Now’s Amy Goodman, center .
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We had some fun in Cancun
Judy Lumb and I both became fast friends, in both
senses, with three Bolivian Quakers, Juan Yujra
Ticona, Ruben Hilare, and Magaly Quispe, who were
part of our delegation. We are now “family.” Look for
their reports soon.

A symbolic planting
of 193 trees, one for each
country, took place on
the grounds of the Moon
Palace, where negotia-
tions were held. Planners
provided national flags
for each tree, and nation-
als from each country did
the planting. Judy planted

the tree for Belize—where she currently lives—and the
Bolivians planted the tree for Bolivia.

I didn’t get to plant the US tree, but I did meet Amy
Goodman of the Democracy Now  news program and
had a photo op with Amy and Judy.

Twice I walked in street demonstrations with the
landless farmers’ movement, Via Campesina, and
other grassroots groups. Some of these folks, for good
reasons, were very hostile about the negotiations, and
there was some violent rhetoric.

We attended several Fossil of the Day ceremonies,
where, with song and pageantry, an emcee awarded
shiny cups to the three countries that had done the
most that day to block progress. Canada was the grand
winner at the end of the two weeks.

We found and used a meditation room, and later a
meditation garden enhanced by the sound of falling
water. Our group of five was not able to gather with
the other Quakers who were there, but we did run into
them individually.

Looking ahead
The 17th Conference of the Parties to the UNFCCC
(COP17) will take place in Durban, South Africa, in
December, 2011. Two Kenyan Friends and Judy may
be able to attend. At that time we will find out whether
the US has been able to kill the Kyoto Protocol,
whether more climate-related tragedies will lead to
more support for real accommodation and mitigation,
how much greenhouse gas has been added to the at-
mosphere, whether the Green Fund is ready to oper-
ate, and so on.

Whether we like it or not, our task is to turn our
own countries around. As US and Canadian citizens, as
well as Earth-dwellers in a beloved Earth community,
we have a lot of work before us. v

>> Cancun, from page 2

OUR NEWEST TRIFOLD,
which was included in each of
QEW’s 2010 year-end appeal
letters, goes beyond the key
role played by water in all
ecological systems to affirm
the fundamental rights of
access to clean fresh water
for all humans and other
species. It also stresses the
spiritual dimension of
water as it mediates our
sense of the sacred in the
world around us.

As we find ourselves
in the midst of a full-
blown global crisis over
water, we are reminded
that we have responsi-
bilities as individuals, citi-
zens, and members of faith communities to
work for eco-justice and conservation and to resist
water privatization and misuse.

The pamphlet includes queries and resources
for learning more about looming water issues and
ways that we can make a difference.

Free copies can be ordered from the QEW of-
fice. (Contributions to offset costs are welcome.)

New pamphlet from QEW

Green practices at Friends schools
GREEN PRACTICES and curricular innovations
that Friends schools have been implementing have
just been compiled electronically by the Friends
Environmental Education Network (FEEN).

Entitled, “Letting Our Schools Speak: Sto-
ries of Green Practices and Education in
Friends Schools,” the compilation can be
accessesd by visiting the Sidwell Friends School
website <www.sidwell.edu>  and then clicking on
the Friends Environmental Education Network
button on the left.

We intend this to be a living document, so we
expect to continually add other essays to the site as
they come in. We invite QEW members to contrib-
ute; submission guidelines may be found on the site.

—Dave Wood, environmental science teacher
Sidwell Friends School

3825 Wisconsin Ave. N.W.
Washington, DC 20016
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Cool the Planet,  next page >>

I  WAS  intrigued by an article by Keith
 Helmuth in the April, 2010 Friends Journal  en-

titled “Should Quakers Support Climate
Engineering?” It seemed to me, on my first
reading of this article, that one of the core
questions was “How should decisions on
such monumental and fateful options be
made?” I was surprised that there wasn’t
more discussion on this article, but I de-
cided that perhaps other Quakers were like
me—not well informed on geoengineering.

And then one day, browsing through the
“New Books” section of my local library I
found what I needed—How to Cool the
Planet, by Jeff Goodell.

In short, thanks to the greenhouse gases we’ve
piled into the atmosphere, the natural world as we
knew it is gone. It’s time to figure out how to preserve
what’s left. That’s Goodell’s in-your-face conclusion.
A longtime journalist who reported on his investiga-
tions into King Coal in Big Coal: The Dirty Secret Be-
hind America’s Energy Future,  he maintains a healthy
dose of skepticism on geoengineering. He is a talented
writer who makes How to Cool the Planet an easy-to-
read and sometime humorous look at a complex and
timely topic.

If anything is going to save us from ourselves, it’s
our outsized ingenuity, says Goodell as he looks at the
work of some of the planet’s most creative thinkers,
scientists with their heads in the clouds and under the
waves exploring geoengineering techniques.

The supposition that geoengineering can combat
global warming is a controversial one, fraught with
scientific uncertainties and ethical issues. Goodell ex-
plains that there are certainly some good reasons to be
reluctant to tinker with the Earth’s climate but there are
also some very good reasons to take the idea seriously.

In past decades, only a handful of scientists have
been looking at geoengineering as a way to fight global
warming. Their proposals were at the fringes of cli-
mate science. Few journals would publish their stud-
ies, and few government agencies would pay for feasi-
bility studies. Environmentalists and mainstream sci-
entists argued that the focus should be on reducing
greenhouse gases and preventing global warming.

Recently some of the world’s most prominent sci-
entists have been saying that the proposals deserve a

serious look, at least as possible fallback positions if
the planet eventually reaches a crisis point. “We
should treat these ideas like any other research and
get into the mind-set of taking them seriously,” said
Ralph J. Cicerone, president of the National Academy
of Sciences.

How to Cool the Planet describes the various ways
that scientists are looking to geoengineering as a way
to curb global warming. Several companies have be-

gun to explore ocean fertilization, stimu-
lating plankton blooms that suck CO2 out
of the oceans. Stephen Salter, at the Uni-
versity of Edinburgh, is exploring the idea
of cooling the earth by cloud whitening
(spraying clouds with seawater to reduce
the size of their individual water droplets
which will increase their brightness and
solar reflectivity). Other scientists suggest
the creation of volcano-like devices to
spray the air with a sulfur gas or inert me-
tallic substance such as aluminum.

T H ERE  are major scientific questions that have
yet to be answered about geoengineering. Goodell

discusses briefly the political, economic, and social
questions surrounding geoengineering. He poses the
question of what country, company, or international
organization has the authority to change the atmo-
sphere in a way that will affect everybody. Who would
pay the enormous price tag of geoengineering? What
if some countries didn’t want their atmosphere
changed? Goodell quotes Stephen Scheider, a
Stanford University climate scientist and critic of
geoengineering, “There are an enormous number of
complexities here, an enormous number of relation-
ships, which we’re just beginning to understand.”

Despite its problems, Goodell argues that
geoengineering is here to stay. He says, “it might be
prudent at least to begin to research these options in
earnest—if only so that we can discover what doesn’t
work now before we urgently need a fix.”

Many scientists still deride geoengineering as an
irresponsible dream with more risks and potential bad
side effects than benefits; they call its extreme rem-
edies a good reason to redouble efforts at reducing
heat-trapping gases like CO2. Michael MacCracken,
chief scientist of the Climate Institute, a private re-
search group in Washington, says he is resigned to the
need to take geoengineering seriously. “It’s really too
bad,” he says, “that the United States and the world
cannot do much more so that it’s not necessary to
consider getting addicted to one of the approaches”
suggested by geoengineering.

How to Cool the Planet
by Jeff Goodell

Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2010
Reviewed by Barbara Williamson

Richmond (Va.) Friends Meeting
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W H ILE  not completely sold on geoengineering,
Goodell points out that even if we were to cut

our CO2 output to zero tomorrow, Earth will continue
to warm for decades because CO2 stays in our atmo-
sphere for a long time. So in conjunction with emis-
sions-reduction efforts, Goodell argues we must begin
to look towards geoengineering and related sciences
for ways to curb global warming.

Keith Helmuth is right. We do need to begin a pro-
cess of decision-making on the issue of geo-engineer-
ing. The first steps need to be reading How to Cool the
Planet and then look up your April 2010 Friends
Journal  and read (or re-read) Keith’s article. v

>> Cool the Planet,   from  page 4>>

The problem with ‘solutions’ to systemic disorders
RECENT SURVEYS show that human-
induced climate change has slipped even
farther down the general public’s list of
worries. Of those who are somewhat
aware, only a few seem to understand how
bleak our future prospects are becoming
as greenhouse gases continue to pile up.

Writing on climate engineering in the
September-October 2010 issue of Solu-
tions for a Sustainable and Desirable
Future , <www.thesolutionsjournal.com>
Charles H. Green et al. warn there is still
a lot of irreversible warming currently
“in the pipeline” even if emissions were capped today.

“We are already committed to a mean global
temperature increase of approximately 2.4 °C
(4.3°F) by the end of the century. (2.0°C/3.6 °F is
the threshold for dangerous climate change agreed
upon at the UN Conference in Copenhagen...).

“The ocean’s thermal inertia, which is delaying the
rate of greenhouse warming today, will delay the
rate of greenhouse cooling in the future.… Mean global
temperature… will not drop markedly over the next
millennium even if the CO 2 concentration declines.”

Convinced of the inevitability of this grim scenario,
the authors want us to consider large-scale climate-
engineering projects that could slow down solar gain
and mitigate the adverse effects of excess amounts of
CO2 currently in the atmosphere.

They say they are only advocating “further re-
search… with scalable experiments conducted with
reasonable levels of control and replication.”  This,
they maintain, is “an option that we should not ignore,
despite very legitimate concerns about the environ-
mental, ethical, legal, and political issues associ-
ated with this type of intervention…”

Green et al. describe two main types
of climate-stabilization experiments
being proposed: 1) Solar radiation
management could involve dispersing
sulfate aerosols into the stratosphere
and adding cloud-condensing particles
to marine clouds, in order to reflect
more solar radiation back into space. 2)
Longer-term atmospheric carbon man-
agement might involve the generation
of most electricity from bioenergy, in-
cluding algal aquaculture systems,
coupled with air-capture of CO2.

Both radiation management and carbon manage-
ment systems would be very expensive on a global
scale, but the authors estimate that costs would be only a
small percentage of the world’s total economic output.

The problem addressed in this article is indisput-
able: Even if, by some miracle, everyone on the planet
were fully awakened to the reality of climate change,
the modest reductions in our individual and collective
carbon footprints suggested at the end of Al Gore’s
2005 movie, An Inconvenient Truth,  would not be
enough to rein in the forces that are already accelerat-
ing toward ecological catastrophe.

The authors’ solution , on the other hand, assumes
continuing increases in population, economic activity,
etc. —the very growth paradigm that has given rise to
this and a host of parallel crises. They manifest the
same kind of focused, linear thinking (typical of the
Western mindset), that in the past has often ended up
creating havoc in non-linear systems, particularly
ecosystems. They overlook the history of well-inten-
tioned but back-fired engineering “improvements”—
from the draining of the Florida Everglades to the fer-
tility-robbing Aswan High Dam in Egypt. If we can’t
manage complex ecosystems on a regional scale, how
can we think of attempting it on a planet?

Further, what other problems would be neglected
or made worse if we looked for salvation in geo-engi-
neering? Even if it succeeded in turning down the
thermostat, wouldn’t it stimulate further growth in
militarism, corporatism, unfettered financial profi-
teering, and the suppression of individual freedoms?

Scientific methods and technology are valuable
tools, but what modern humans often lack is the wis-
dom and humility to properly apply them. As Albert
Einstein said, “A problem cannot be solved at the
same level of thinking that led to the problem in the
first place.”  Or, as Michael C. Ruppert said in his 2009
book, Confronting Collapse , “You can’t change the
world until you change the way you think.”   —LC



BeFriending Creation  l   January-February 2011

6 Reflections on reading

Partial
view

—Empire!

First things first —Mysteries of Africa’s ‘first people’
The Heart of the Hunter
by Laurens van der Post

Read by Louis Cox

LA URENS VAN DER POST’S nonfiction
and fiction writings about southern Africa
(The Lost World of the Kalahari, the
Heart of the Hunter, A Far Off Place,  and
A Story Like the Wind ) rank high on
QEW’s list of prime resources for explor-
ing the spiritual basis for Earthcare.

Blandly subtitled, “The Customs and
Myths of the African Bushmen,” The Heart
of the Hunter (1961) is actually a passionate plea for
protection of an endangered species—not magnificent
birds and beasts of the African veld, which have their
expansive reserves—but the wild spirit that lives on in
the hearts of the diminishing, largely unprotected
San people, commonly called “Bushmen.”

A descendant of early Dutch settlers, van der Post,
grew up on the edge of the Kalahari Desert, which by
the mid-2oth century was the last refuge of the Bush-
men. Over many decades he chronicled this tough and
resourceful band of hunter-gatherers as they struggled
against encroachment and persecution by neighboring
white and black settlements. He gathered stories
about their remarkable survival skills, their content-
ment with few possessions; their delightful songs, sto-
ries, dances, and art; and, most of all, their rich sense
of being fully at home in the universe.

Because they displayed an instinctive spiritual at-
tunement to their natural surroundings that more “ad-
vanced” societies had long suppressed, Van der Post
thought that the Bushmen could be remnants of the
oldest human culture in the world. His description of
the “first people’s” innate intimacy with nature echoes
numerous other accounts of nature-based worldviews
among indigenous cultures around the world.

Beginning with its formation as Friends Committee
on Unity with Nature, QEW has always encouraged
exploration of such “native wisdom,” to help illumi-
nate the many facets of humans’ kinship with the com-
munity of life, both biologically and spiritually. (“We
are but one strand in the web of life; what we do to
the web of life we do to ourselves…”)

But van der Post was convinced that Bushmen had
a spiritual relationship to the earth that was more
positive and creative than that of other “primitive”
peoples. Unlike many European explorers and settlers,
who assumed the Bushmen represented a lower state
of development, he saw the Bushmen as having far
superior abilities, attitudes, and attributes that are no

longer commonly experienced or nur-
tured by the outside world—but that we
may need to re-learn for the sake of
civilization’s continued survival.

Modern people, he wrote, are obsessed
with time: “They have lost its true mean-
ing as a process of fulfillment.… They are
locked out of the healing procession of
the seasons.…”

—And with intellect: “Cut off by accu-
mulated knowledge from the heart of their
own living experience, they move among
a comfortable rubble of material posses-

sion, alone and unbelonging, sick, poor, starved of
meaning. How different the naked little Bushman,
who would carry all he possessed in one hand! What-
ever his life lacked, I never felt it was meaning…. He
walked clear-cut through my mind, clothed in his
own vivid experience of the dream of life within him.”

—And with the outward aspect of life: “Whereas
“the Bushmen see reality with both the outer and in-
ner eye…. We are in danger of becoming the prison-
ers of our knowledge.… As a result we are no longer
sufficiently aware of the importance of what we can-
not know intellectually, what we must know in other
ways, of the living experience before and beyond our
transitory knowledge….

“Until we considered man, on his journey from the
cradle to the grave, with the sort of feelings invoked
in us by the sight of a star shooting out of the dark
into the dark, we knew him—and ourselves—only in
the briefest and least of all his parts.”

BUT   IF WE HAVE LOST THE CAPACITY FOR
WONDER, how can we get it back  again? van der
Post asks the reader. “...The answer must be sought
first by the individual alone, as it were, in the desert
of each of us. We have to accept this sense of some-
thing missing, however improbable or insignificant it
may seem, as our guide towards distant life-giving
waters ... the mystery of the first things of life, which
our 20 th century civilization puts last, but of which
the Bushman gives us so consummate an image, rep-
resenting the child before whom we are commanded
to humble ourselves and to become like if we are to
enter the Kingdom….”

Van der Post, who died in 1996, said he had re-
solved to begin by trying to serve the first things in
himself. “If I succeeded in rediscovering my own first
experience of the first things of Africa, if I honoured
them in myself, I might help others to rediscover and
honour the same things in themselves.” v
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Dick Grossman
QEW Steering Committee Clerk

I S it legal to distribute condoms on the streets of
Colorado Springs? Is it wise to question growth as

the basis of the U.S. economy? A recent
visitor to my hometown, Durango, Colo.,
has done both.

Dave Gardner grew up in Colorado
Springs, but went to college in Dallas. He
built a reputation producing videos, in-
cluding the PBS show “Here’s to Your
Health.” After 20 years in Dallas he longed
for the simple life of a smaller town and
moved his family back to Colorado
Springs.

Gradually Dave became aware that his hometown
was changing—it was growing larger. Then he had an
epiphany—people were giving up quality of life be-
cause of the assumption that growth is necessary for a
healthy economy. He found that this assumption was
false. Indeed, the community-wide benefits of growth
were not materializing, thus there was no reason to
give up quality of life for growth. This realization
turned Dave from being an accepting citizen into an
activist.

What happens when a videographer turns activist?
He makes videos, of course! Dave made a short video
showing him passing out “Endangered Species”
condoms on the streets of conservative Colorado
Springs. You can see the video and several others on
YouTube by searching “GrowthBusters.”

This coming spring Dave will finish his full-length
film “GrowthBusters: Hooked on Growth.” It will be
more serious than his condom short, but (if I know
Dave) it will still have lots of humor. Dave has been
traveling the country filming experts on growth and
especially on human population growth.

Earlier this month Dave was here in Durango. He
spoke to a large, attentive audience at a Life-Long
Learning lecture series at Fort Lewis College. A few
days later he addressed the FLC class “People and the
Planet.” The students had already learned that hu-
mans are using 50 percent more of the planet’s re-
sources than would be sustainable. Dave helped them
understand why we have overshot our planet’s re-
sources so significantly but are not changing our
ways.

Dave also has a serious side. His website,
<www.growthbusters.org> , presents a wealth of in-
formation on the pros and cons of growth. He divides
the subject into four areas—population, urban and

economic growth, and overconsumption. In the eight
years since he first recognized the problem of growth,
he has become a scholar in the field, as is reflected in
the website.

Another Coloradan is also a scholar on
growth. “GrowthBusters” the video is
dedicated to Al Bartlett, a retired profes-
sor at the University of Colorado in Boul-
der. Al has given his talk on growth over
1,600 times! He was in Durango recently,
again haranguing us to understand that
growth cannot go on without end. He
claims “the greatest shortcoming of the
human race is our inability to understand
the exponential function.” Compound

interest is a good example of an exponential function.
Al’s famous talk can be viewed on YouTube.

What both Dave and Al are trying to tell us is that
population growth cannot go on forever. Even a seem-
ingly low rate of growth, say 2 percent, will add up
rapidly. Indeed, all it takes is 35 years for a popula-
tion to double if the growth rate is 2 percent. At that
rate in just a century the population will have in-
creased almost eight times!

Are we addicted to growth? That is obvious with
our current economic decline.  We assume that the
faster growth is, the better, and when growth slows we
suffer withdrawal. To see what the alternative might
look like go to <www.steadystate.org> .

BACK  to the beginning. Yes, it is now legal to pass
out condoms, even in Colorado Springs. It wasn’t

legal in 1967, when another activist, Bill Baird, was
arrested after giving a condom to an unmarried 19-
year-old woman. He challenged the “Crimes against
Chastity” law, which he finally overthrew with a Su-
preme Court decision in 1972.

I am happy that there are still crusaders striving to
help us understand the perils of growth. Dave Gardner
and Al Bartlett are two. I look forward to more adven-
tures of GrowthBusters! v

Dick has written a monthly column “Population
Matters!” for the Durango Herald  for over 15 years.
Although it often touches on population issues, in
its broader outlook his column examines issues of
sustainability and public health. He has been look-
ing for a readership outside of Durango; if you
would like to receive his column by email he will
be happy to add you to his listserv. And if you
know of a medium that might be interested carry-
ing the column, you can reach him at
<richard@population-matters.org >.

Let’s break our addiction to growth
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Empire...?

Reflections on QEW’s plan
for a 2011 Youth “ Un conference”

You will say Christ saith this, and the apostles
say this, but what canst thou say? Art thou a
child of Light and hast thou walked in the Light,
and what thou speakest is it inwardly from God?

—George Fox

Y OUTH  leadings  on Earthcare will be the
focus of a Youth Unconference, tentatively

scheduled for late June 2011 at Scattergood Friends
School in West Branch, Iowa.  (Details and discussion
can be found on the new Youth & Earthcare website;
go to <http://tinyurl.com/25bz6vu >)

This facilitated, participant-driven  Youth Un-
conference will not have:—Scheduled speakers—Aca-
demic papers or —Suits.

It will ensure that Young Friends’ voices, concerns,
and ideas will be heard.

Since approving a Minute of support at the 2010
Annual Meeting, QEW has donated seed money and
has obtained enthusiastic agreement from Scatter-
good to host the Unconference. After the Unconfer-
ence, all participants are invited to present their ideas
at the QEW Earthcare Center at the 2011
FGC Gathering in Grinnell, Iowa in early
July. Further, QEW has minuted support
for any Earthcare projects or proposals
on which Young Friends ask our help.

What might come out of such an
Unconference? The new book Spirit Ris-
ing: Young Quaker Voices (Quaker Press
of FGC, 2010)  is a great sampling of
what Young Friends worldwide are say-
ing—and are doing. Perhaps the
unconference idea could spread to all the
continents via Facebook Quakers (3,500
members, most under 35, in 20+ coun-
tries) and help discern a worldwide
Friends’ voice on Earthcare (the goal of the current
FWCC-Global Change clusters).

Here are other openings, still under discussion:

v Young Friends could hold regional or local poster
competitions in connection with the FWCC consul-
tation on Global Change. Send all  the posters as a
record of youth leading to <www.fwccglobal
change.org> (see details on that website). Monthly
Meetings or Yearly Meetings could be asked for
financing to send two of the best posters to the

Unconference at Scattergood and to
the Earthcare Center at the Gather-
ing, July 3–9, 2011.
v Friends schools could organize
events modeled on the youth summit

that was held at Olney Friends School,
Barnesville Ohio, in October 28–30,
2010. Friends schools could hold local

interfaith unconferences in the same
way, as a lead-up to youth participation in the
World Council of Churches’ “Poverty, Wealth,
Ecology” meeting in November 2011.

v An international interfaith youth gathering could
be developed with FWCC, 350.org, Powershift, UN
Tunza, Oxfam, Greenpeace, Friends of the Earth,
Attac, Equiterre, Climate Action Network, Alliance
of Religions & Conservation, World Council of Re-
ligions & Peace, Paul Hawken’s Wiserearth.org,
etc. The multi-language social networking site Tak-
ing IT Global offers a free platform for such a
movement.

v An international Quaker youth movement could be
developed, with specific actions to be carried to
the FWCC Salt & Light conference to be held in
Kenya in 2012. The QEWnet social networking site
could be used, linked to Google Wave collabora-
tive editing with instant translation.

Some want to act, not to talk. Earth Quaker Action
Team (EQAT) offers training and im-
mediate action in the US . More non-
violence training resources are on the
Youth & Earthcare website (see
above).

NASA climate scientist James
Hansen challenged Baby Boomers dur-
ing his November 2010 presentation
of the latest climate trends (getting
worse and faster)— see also UN data
on the global biodiversity disaster.
Hansen asks, why should our children
and grandchildren risk their necks in
environmental protests, be beaten by
police, and acquire criminal records

and security-risk labels? They did not create the prob-
lem. We, the gray-hairs, who will not lose our jobs and
future travel visas, should take these risks.

Comfort the afflicted and afflict the comfortable.
—Mother Mary Jones

For more information, or to get involved with plan-
ning for the Unconference, contact the QEW office at
802/658-0308, <info@QuakerEarthcare.org> . v

David Millar
Clerk, QEW Outreach Committee

W hat , Fr iend, canst  thou  say?
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Camp Opequon makes human-Earth connection

TH ERE will be no “Last Child in the Woods” as
long as Quaker camps continue to engage young

people in fun and interesting activi-
ties in natural settings. Opequon
Quaker Camp, an outdoor adven-
ture program for teens near Win-
chester, Va, is a prime example.

Opequon (it’s pronounced “Oh-
peck-en”) is part of Baltimore
Yearly Meeting’s summer camp
system. The camp brochure says,

Opequon offers a residential
camping program with a focus on
creative exploration and fun with
music, art, drama, and dance.
Rooted in nature and celebrating
human connections to the earth
and to each other, we discover
the divine within and around us.
Together we seek and teach ways
to explore these connections
through our acts of creation.

Andrew Graham, a Young Adult Friend at Burl-
ington (Vt.) Friends Meeting, was a counselor at Ope-
quon from 2003 through 2005, following a rewarding
experience as a teen camper at Camp Shiloh (also part
of the BYM camp system) in the late 1990s. Both
camp programs foster a sense of environmental stew-
ardship and kinship with the natural world—not so
much through direct messages as through activities
and examples.

The camp is located on a large tract of woods and
farmland in the extreme northwest corner of Virginia
that was  donated by a Quaker family with longtime
connections to nearby Hopewell Friends Meeting.
Once during each two-week session campers attend
Meeting there. The Meeting House is also a place
where counselors can spend their days off.

“The BYM system of camps is based on getting
kids to have a deeper understanding of nature,” An-
drew says. “The cabins are simple shelters, made of
plywood, two by fours, screens, and metal roofing.
There were only two or three structures with elec-
tricity or water.

“The camps have a daily Meeting for Worship for
20 to 30 minutes out in the woods in a fire circle,
with logs and rough benches to sit on. It’s so peaceful
to be out in nature sitting quietly, with time to reflect.
This in fact was my introduction to Quakerism. When
we were told about the purpose of Meeting for Wor-

ship I really got interested in the why of it and talked
to the camp director and some other folks who had

been raised in a Quaker Meeting.
I compared it to worship services
of other denominations, with all
their pomp and circumstance, and
I realized how out of place they
would have been in the woods.

“Explicit teaching about na-
ture depends a lot on the counse-
lors, who pretty much define the
program. The camp definitely
makes sure the kids get as much
exposure to nature as they want.
When you’re not in camp you’re
out on trips—canoeing, hiking,
rock climbing. When you’re in
camp the counselors often lead
afternoon nature activities, like
going out and walking a mile or
two along a creek, looking for
crayfish and salamanders and
noticing how the creek banks and

kinds of trees change as you go downstream.
“In my school of thought that’s how you get kids

interested in nature. A lot of kids aren’t going to re-
spond very well to lectures or books on stream ecol-
ogy. But after observing the barks and seeds on dif-
ferent trees, they may be able to reflect on what
would make a better habitat for fish.

“It’s hard to identify specific camp features in
terms of having a stewardship purpose. You take
short showers because you have only a small water
heater. You don’t have electricity so you go to bed
early. But there is a broader lesson behind it all.
When you are no longer where you can turn the
lights on when it gets dark, you begin to understand
there’s a finite amount of energy available.

“There is one camping trip that stands out in my
memory—hiking to the top of Rocky Top, setting up
camp, all bright-eyed and bushy tailed … the beauti-
ful sunset, the pine woods, the carpet of fragrant
needles... beginning to really feel confident with the
group I was in, learning about stove safety, being
aware of being out in nature and how I was affecting
the ecosystem and how it was affecting me....”  v

Camp contact formation:
Baltimore YM Camp Administrator
17100 Quaker Lane
Sandy Spring, MD 20860
301/774-7663; <bymcamps@igc.org>
<www.bym-rsf.org/camping/index.html>

Woods form a backdrop for jam sessions

The creek bank invites quiet reflection
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Join FWCC’s Consultation on Global Change.

Write to <samuel@fwccglobalchange.org>

AS part of its outreach program, QEW provides
  small matching grants to Friends Meetings,

Churches or other Quaker organizations to put into
practice the blossoming awareness of the spiritual
importance of our human relationship to the web of
life. The Mini-grants have been offered for three
years and are funded by donations and carbon off-
sets.

In 2010 QEW provided matching $250 Mini-
grants for a green roof for a Yearly Meet-
ing kitchen, Energy Star refrigerators, drip
irrigation for the garden and native plants
for landscaping, low-flush toilets, a school
symposium on vision and energy conser-
vation, a school garden and worm com-
poster, a guest house project including
compact florescent light bulbs, a bike-
lending program, low-flush toilets, and
Meeting House solar panels.

Olney Friends School, a 2010 Mini-grant re-
cipient, is a co-educational college preparatory board-
ing school, located in Barnesville, Ohio. In October,
2010, Olney hosted a gathering. Keynotes and panel
discussions explored the themes of economic and en-
vironmental sustainability. Participants came to-
gether in two Spirit-led threshing sessions with the
help of a Quaker facilitator to identify future long-
term directions for the school. The summit affirmed
Olney’s primary purpose of experiential and experi-
mental lifelong learning rooted in care for the earth,
service to local and global communities, and the unity
of spirit and practice.

A 2009 Mini-grant recipient, Scattergood
Friends School, near West Branch, Iowa, com-
pleted a sustainability class and trip in 2010. With
QEW environmentalist David Abasz as a resource,
five students and two adults spent two months study-
ing the ecology and environment of the upper Missis-
sippi River. The first month was spent on campus per-
forming research, gaining skills and forming questions
to guide field research. Each student picked a topic
that interested them, which included: renewable en-
ergy in Minnesota, the dead zone in the Gulf of
Mexico, Mississippi river fish, phrenology (the study
of plant and animal cycles), and useful and edible
plants along the Mississippi River.

The second month was spent on the river. Starting
at the headwaters in Lake Itasca, they paddled 500
miles south to St. Paul. Their goals were: to build
community; to celebrate each other, the river, and the
planet; to conduct research on water quality and wa-
tershed issues; to educate themselves and others

QEW Mini-grants plant seedlings of hope in 2010
about the connections between the river, energy and
agriculture; and to raise funds for non-profit organiza-
tions working on energy and agricultural issues. The
group took daily nitrate samples from the river (an
indication of fertilizer run-off) and documented the
wildlife they saw.

 During this time, the group gave classes and pre-
sentations to over 750 students at three schools, to
about 600 adults at four churches, as well as at infor-

mal gatherings with Friends and others
along the way. The story of the group’s
journey was picked up by radio shows, TV
stations and newspapers along the way.
The journey culminated with a River
Rally and concert at Friends School of
Minnesota. You can see reports and pic-
tures of the trip at: <http://
www.paddlefortheplanet.net/ >

Mini-grants offered again for 2011
The 2011 QEW Mini-grants will offer matching

grants of up to $500 for environmental projects. The
deadline for mini-grant submissions is May 2,
2011.  These grants are available to Friends meetings,
churches, and groups. The grant application can be
downloaded at <www.quakerearthcare.org >.
Look for Mini-grants under “Outreach.” For more in-
formation, contact Ruth Hamilton, Mini-grant Clerk
at <Ruth@ArtsCanHeal.com>.

Mini-grants can be carbon offsets!
DID YOU  either fly or take a bus or train in
2010? Have you considered purchasing a
“carbon offset” for that travel?

Although carbon offsets can’t undo the
climate-changing effects of travel, the
projects they fund can help to mitigate
future carbon emissions.

One possible carbon offset you might
consider is making a contribution to
QEW’s Mini-grant program.

 As you’ve probably read in BeFriending
Creation,  many Friends Meetings are un-
dertaking projects that will reduce their
carbon  emissions in a variety of ways, and
your contribution will make possible fu-
ture grants.

Interested? Either donate on-line and
ear-mark the donation for the Mini-grant
program or send a check to QEW at 173-b
N. Pros pect St., Burlington, VT 05401-1607.
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Earthcare Calendar
February 7, 2011.  Deadline for ar-

ticle submissions for March- April
2011 BeFriending Creation .

May 2, 2011. Deadline for applica-
tions for 2011 QEW Mini-grants.
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BeFriending Creation
Letters .....

WE APPRECIATED  very much
the most recent issue, and our
clerk at my suggestion copied the
lead article and distributed it by e-
mail to members of the meeting.
After reading it cover to cover I
loaned it to a new attender, who in
returning it said he had shared it
with a farmer friends who also
appreciated it.

For this reason I think it is
important that we continue to get
the printed copy. It enables one to
pass it on more easily.

We certainly are fully in accord
with all you are doing to counter
the deterioration of Planet Eaarth.

—Ed and Vivien Abbott
Simcoe-Muskoga (Ont) Friends Mtg.

SOME PERSONAL  observations
during my recent visits to Friends’
Meetings in a number of US and
Canadian cities:

Everywhere, I could see that
social inequality is increasing—to a
point not seen since 1770s’ British
and French aristocracy—and we
saw how that ended. Our politics is
based on fear, anger, and
scapegoating.

The super-rich and powerful
don’t care. They think that our
society must have losers. They
think that they and their children
can live in “security” in gated com-
munities, with private guards at
home and taxpayer-funded mili-

tary (recruited from the poor) to
fight their endless resource wars
abroad. What they don’t realize is
that when food and water run
short, their children’s armed
guards will not be the ones to go
hungry.

Meanwhile, deaths due to cli-
mate change are estimated at
300,000 a year, directly attribut-
able to our civilization’s oil addic-
tion. The Sahel region of Africa is
becoming a desert. The great
mountain rivers that water our
prairies and most of Asia will dry
up. When the melting Siberian per-
mafrost releases its vast stores of
methane, humanity will become the
new dinosaurs.

Environmental refugees are
forecast to rise to 250 million by
2050. Who will feed them? Who
will be shooting them as they try to
cross borders or arrive by the boat-
load, starving?

I close these observations with a
press release from the Indigenous
Environmental Network after the
Climate conference in Cancun in
December 2010:

Industrialized nations, big busi-
ness and unethical companies
like Goldman Sachs will profit
handsomely from these agree-
ments, while our people die.

—David Millar
Montreal (Quebec) Friends Mtg.

Please update your contact info for the QEW office
Effective January 1, 2011

General Secretary : Anne Mitchell
E-mail & phone: <Anne@QuakerEarthcare.org> ; 802/658-0308

QEW postal address: 173-b N. Prospect St., Burlington, VT 05401
General e-mail address:  <info@QuakerEarthcare.org>
Publications Coordinator/BFC Editor:  Louis Cox

E-mail & phone:  <Louis@QuakerEarthcare.org> ; 802/425-3377
Postal address: 360 Toad Rd., Charlotte, VT 05445-9168

Former QEW General Secretary:  Ruah Swennerfelt
E-mail & phone:  <Ruah@PeaceforEarth.org> ; 802/922-2259
Ruah’s blog:  <transitionvision.wordpress.com>
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Vandana Shiva

Vandana Shiva links peace  + justice  + sustainability
IN HER MANY WRITINGS,  from Water Wars,
Biopiracy, and Oil Not Soil to Earth Democracy and
Environmental Justice in an Age of Climate Crisis,
Vandana Shiva has been an articulate and tireless
critic of the social and ecological calamities that indus-
trial farming is bringing on the world.

When she spoke at the inauguration of
an interdisciplinary environmental stud-
ies program at Saint Michael’s College in
Essex, Vt., in October 2010, Dr. Shiva
made no distinction between peace, justice,
and ecological sustainability. A few notes:

vvvvv      Both Earth and democracy are in
deep crisis. We must understand both to
create change. Modern civilization has
been heading toward deep trouble ever
since Terra Madre,  Mother Earth, was
redefined as dead matter at the beginning
of the Industrial Revolution.

vvvvv       We have forgotten that humans are part of the
Earth family. The prevailing assumption that the rest
of life doesn’t count is responsible for not only envi-
ronmental crisis but human poverty.

vvvvv      The current “Green Revolution” is really a war
against the earth, based on pesticides, fertilizers, and
herbicides that were developed as tools of war. Sir
Albert Howard, the founder of organic farming in
India, taught that we must follow the intelligence of
nature. There are amazing ways of increasing soil
fertility naturally, with earthworms, etc. Food is a
byproduct of properly feeding soil organisms.

vvvvv  Instead of appreciating the critical role of soil
biodiversity, industrial farming treats soil as an

empty container into which synthetic products are
poured. Petrochemicals have been substituted for
land. The folly of this approach is seen in steadily
increasing rates of application, herbicide-resistant
weeds and pesticide-resistant insects, massive water
pollution, and ocean dead zones. Industrial farming

is also playing a major role in global cli-
mate change—emitting 40 percent of
greenhouse gases.

vvvvv      The Green Revolution is also a war
against people, driving small farmers off
the land and restricting our food choices.
Genetic modification of crops has been
promoted fraudulently as a path to in-
creased yields when the real motivation
is to enable corporations to have patents
on crops and make seed-saving a crime.

Some books have been portraying organic farming
as a threat. The truth is that genetic engineering and
chemical farming are not feeding the world. They
are taking away freedom by sowing high debt and
loss of farms. This has led to massive farmer suicides
and spreading hunger.

v v v v v It is not too late to rebuild the Earth commu-
nity. Farmers need more freedom to trust in creation
and the ways of the earth. An important step toward
creating serious alternatives is to nullilfy the faux
legal doctrine of “corporate personhood.” Also needed
is a mass boycott of agribusiness giants, so powerful
they are writing their own treaties and regulations.

Dr. Shiva isn’t a Quaker or a member of QEW, but
she seems to be carrying the same Earthcare message:
“There’ll be no peace or justice without a planet.” —LC


