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Inconvenient food,  next page >>

An inconvenient food: ‘m eat drives the heat’
Animal confinement is a key-

stone of industrial agriculture.
Both are playing a major  role

in global climate change.

As for our excuses for
supporting this virtual
war on Creation— John

Woolman heard them all.

by Louis Cox

Among the few who have been more vocal about
Gathering food choices have been committed vegans
and vegetarians, and most campus food services now
offer a number of basic meatless (and often tasteless)
choices to students and Quakers alike.

Localvores’ concerns for “food miles” have been
heard as well, and for the past several years Ruah and
I have joined the few dozen Gathering participants
who have been allowed to run their own evening meals
co-op. They have bought in-season locally grown pro-
duce (often organically grown) and made hearty, nu-
tritious dishes that are almost always meatless.

While these small innovations have been encour-
aging, their impact on the dominant culture has been
negligible so far—first, because those pressing for
change are relatively few and, second, because the
reasons they give for their preferences are so var-
ied—ranging from those who count their pounds of
CO2  emissions to those who consider meat/dairy/egg
products to be morally repugnant; and from those
who are looking for healthier, unprocessed food to
those who mainly want to support local economies
and small-scale farmers. That assortment of sincere
and usually well-informed folk doesn’t add up to a
very powerful voting bloc.

T H E Sustainability: Faith & Action
 working group of QEW has been dis-

cussing ways to help the FGC Gathering and
other Quaker events reduce their ecological
and carbon footprints. Already the Gathering staff
have made it somewhat easier for attendees to travel
by bus and rail. Last year a special Gathering commit-
tee enlisted Friends to offset carbon emissions from
speaker and staff travel by pledging changes in their
own direct and indirect fossil-fuel consumption.

But such things are “low-hanging fruit.” A much
bigger plum—shrinking the enormous ecological foot-
print of the food that is typically consumed at the
Gathering—seems out of reach at this time. For one
thing, most universities and colleges have contracts
with national food distributors, which limit their op-
tions. And sourcing from tax-payer subsidized agri-
business giants doesn’t encourage administrators to
level the playing field by charging anything close to
the true cost of the food.

Just as important, few complaints are heard from
Gathering participants themselves about these fairly
conventional cafeteria offerings. Most of us have by
now read the startling claim, widely circulated on the
Internet, that a vegan driving a 10-mpg Hummer has
a significantly lower carbon footprint than a meat-
eating bicyclist.  While that comparison, with qualifi-
cations, seems to be basically accurate, few people are
moved to alter their eating habits just by being con-
fronted with of such mind-boggling, information.
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2 Industrial agriculture’s war on creation

>> Inconvenient food, from page 1

M ENTAL  disconnects, old habits, and social bar-
 riers to healthy, eco-Friendly, and compas-

sionate eating are everywhere. And peace-protesting
Friends can be as conflicted in this regard as non-
Friends. For example, at the 1992 FGC Gathering in
Canton, N.Y., I attended an interest group discussion
on diet that began with a video based on John Rob-
bins’s popular Diet for a New America  (Walpole,
N.H.: 1987). Most in the group were deeply impressed
by the video’s exposé of the inherent cruelty and eco-
logical disasters caused by feedlots and other confine-
ment feeding operations, as well as the distinct health
benefits of plant-based diets. The next day, I was in
the breakfast line eyeing the tofu scrambler and about
to decide on eating vegetarian for at least the rest of
the Gathering, when I noticed that the man ahead of
me had been in the same diet discussion group. As we
chatted about the horrors of the industrialized meat
industry that our earlier discussion had focused on, he
put two sausage patties on his plate and moved on.

I had a similar experi-
ence at the 2001 FGC Gath-
ering in Blacksburg, Va.
One of the afternoon speak-
ers in the Earthcare Center
talked about serious water
pollution problems in the
Appalachian region, due in
large part to big poultry
processing plants that were
allowed to dump their wastes into local rivers. Later,
in the supper line I winced at piles of roasted chicken
breasts, knowing they could have come from those
very plants. Yet there were plenty of takers, including
some Friends who had just attended the talk in the
Earthcare Center—again missing or dismissing their
forks’ likely link to dying local rivers.

The campaign for Earth-friendlier diets could be
more compelling if more of us–both the committed
and the undecided—saw our individual preferences in
the perspective of one inconvenient truth —that the
profit-maximizing industrial food system is not in
right relationship with the commonwealth of life on
Earth. As John Woolman wrote 250 years ago, there
is little difference between owning human slaves and
using products made with their labor. The same kind
of twisted morality is shown today in the way the
rights and dignitiy of billions of livestock in the world
(including 99 percent of the animals raised for food in
the U.S.) are routinely violated, with the tacit ap-
proval of consumers who are unaware, and seem not
to care, where their food comes from.

Ignoring or rationalizing our role in animals’ suf-
fering has been a common attitude for as long as hu-
mans have kept livestock. Some of this was depicted
by veterinarian/writer James Herriot in his popular
book, All Creatures Great and Small. There were no
hellish feedlot operations in rural England in the
1930s, but it was obvious that a herd or work animal’s
economic value was the deciding factor in which mea-
sures might be taken—or withheld—in the effort to get
it back into service. Cats, dogs, and riding horses, in
contrast, were more likely to be sedated during treat-
ment and quickly put down if their chances of rapid
recovery grew dim.

Today that gap in humane treatment has widened,
as many pets are treated as family members, while the
cages and slaughter houses that turn sentient beings
into dead meat for supermarkets are increasingly hid-
den from public view.

I  DECIDED to read Jonathan Safran Foer’s Eating
 Animals  (New York: Little Brown, 2009) after re-

ceiving a stirring recommendation from Nancy
Hallowell of Rochester, N.Y., Friends Meeting (see
next page). Instead of a strident polemic on vegetari-
anism, I found a sensitive account of one person’s
journey through tradition and experience to become
more fully human by opening his mind and heart to
his essential kinship to all living beings. This contrasts
with the compartmentalized way that most people
perceive food as mere packages in a store. The basic
advice Foer seems to offer others on meat eating is the
equivalent of “Wear thy sword as long as thou canst.”

Foer’s discussion of the scientifically validated
major link between factory farming and global climate
change led me to Diet for a Hot Planet (New York:
Bloomsbury, 2010), by Anna Lappé. Her well-re-
searched but very accessible book highlights what is
wrong and potentially right about the modern food
system in terms of human health, climate stability,
and ecological sustainability. She handily refutes
many self-serving claims of agri-business, including
the canard that highly mechanized and chemicalized
farming is the only way the world can be fed.

A powerful plea to conscience is found in Every
Creature a Word of God (Cleveland, Ohio: Vegetarian
Advocate Press, 2008), a thoughtful and persuasive
journal of non-violent action on animal rights by
Annika Spalde and Peter Strindlund. They draw inspi-
ration from Quaker writings and ancient scriptures
but ultimately rely on their own Light within to dis-
cern a modern path based on compassion for all living
beings. They conclude, “...compassion is already
within us, stamped in our hearts. We need to say Yes
to it, give it room to grow, apply it to new areas.”  v
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Label: ‘Read Me’
HAVE YOU EVER  imagined a magic pill or elixir
that by its tasting or drinking (like Alice in Wonder-
land ) would painlessly and quickly impart to you a
wealth of information?

Eating Animals, a book by Jonathan Saffran Foer
provides this magic. In his first non-fiction book, this
young author tells about family and traditions and
food—the food we choose to buy and cook and serve
and eat.  I found it so personal and engaging that I
didn’t realize I was learning so much.

It’s a story about mindfully deciding what to eat,
what to feed one’s family. Foer’s book was the result
of three years of impressive research, which began
with a “query.” Friends can relate to mindful inquiry,
can we not? Can we just mindlessly continue to do
what we’ve done before, after we learn what we’ve
thoughtlessly done out of habit or custom is brutally
destructive of our planet and our health? Is there a
better way? If there is, can we change? Shouldn’t we
try?

Eating Animals  is such a good book that I had to
buy two. One lives with me and the other is being read
by various members of my Meeting. I read this book
in one day and I’ll be re-reading it for a long time. It
has been widely reviewed, and many of the reviews
can be read on the Internet.

Over the last 19 years I’ve read John Robbins,
Jeremy Rifkin, and others on food, health, and animal
rights. Foer’s book is something new as it seamlessly
brings all these issues together at the dining table of a
small new family. Read it, friends. Then we’ll talk.

—Nancy Hallowell
Rochester (N.Y.) Friends Meeting

QEW Annual Mtg. & Gathering

‘Activist Tools for a Planet in Peril:
The Case of Water’

October 28–November 1, 2010
Holy Name Passionist Retreat Center,

Houston, Texas. All are welcome.

JOIN US  for several days in a beautiful setting.
We have invited a number of exciting people to
inform us and inspire us, and we have some
planned actions.

Jim Blackburn,  author, environmental law-
yer, and professor at Rice University in Texas, will
be our keynote speaker Friday evening. He is
founder of Houston Wilderness, the Matagorda
Bay Foundation, and the Galveston Bay Founda-
tion.

We will also be joined by Lon Burnham,
Quaker, Texas state legislator, and member of
FCNL’s Policy Committee, who will speak about
critical environmental issues facing Texas and
what we can do about them, and by Steven
Klineburg, Quaker, professor at Rice University,
and researcher about the depth of public environ-
mental concerns, who will welcome us to Houston
and discuss his research project.

Food and Water Watch  will conduct a
training about effective lobbying and will accom-
pany some Friends on Monday to the office of U.S.
Representative Gene Green to lobby for the Water
Protection Trust Fund. There will be other options
on Monday to witness. Throughout the weekend
we’ll be part of a legislative letter-writing campaign
on water issues led by Bob and Nancy First  of
New England Yearly Meeting.

Joe Morris,  Pacific Yearly Meeting represen-
tative to the QEW Steering Committee and long-
time Sierra Club activist, will lead an interactive
session on spirit-led activism, and we have invited
several local Friends to share about their Earth-
care activism.

Registration information will be on the QEW
website <www.quakerearthcare.org>  by the
end of July. Register early, since space is limited. A
notice will be in the July/August BeFriending
Creation .

Each morning we’ll begin with a bird walk and
open worship. Scattered through the days, QEW
will conduct its Annual Meeting business, with
alternative options for learning. There will also
be time for fellowship and fun! v

ROCHESTER  (N.Y.) Friends Meeting will host a
talk by Rae Sikora, a spokesperson for animals, the
environment, and human rights for over 30 years,
during a light vegan brunch on May 16th. She has
worked internationally with participants ranging
from teachers, students and prisoners to busi-
nesses and activists.

Sikora is the co-founder of the Center for Com-
passionate Living and the founder of Simply
Enough, an organization that promotes peace,
critical thinking, and creativity.

She holds degrees in cultural anthropology and
environmental education from the University of
Wisconsin. Sikora draws from years of experience
to help individuals and groups discover how imple-
menting changes personally/locally can bring
about positive change globally.
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I HAVE ALWAYS  perceived a disconnect between
the peace movement and the environmental move-
ment. I am hopeful that Barry
Sanders’s The Green Zone
may change this.

His message is clear and
repeated many times through-
out the book: Pollution by the
U.S. military alone is enough
to tip us over the edge to irre-
versible climate change. We
must stop war to save the
planet.

This is a very disturbing
book (not to be confused with
the recently released movie of the same title that deals
with the Iraq war).

The world’s militaries combined are responsible
for two-thirds of the ozone-depleting gas CFC-113.
The M-1 Abrams tank gets 0.2 mpg and during use can
go through 252 gallons of jet fuel per hour. The U.S.
Army has 1,838 of these tanks. One pair of Apache
helicopters can consume 60,000 gallons of jet fuel in
one night’s raid. An aircraft carrier can use 100,000
gallons of fuel per day. Many other examples are
given. At times this book is dense reading, with nu-
merous facts that may overwhelm the reader. The
bottom line, though, is that the U.S. military is the
largest consumer of petroleum in the world and the
largest polluter.

Sanders addresses the new and better weapons,
almost all more polluting than their predecessors. He
reviews the ecological damage left on the Iraq envi-
ronment and now Afghanistan. Most of us are not
aware of what the U.S. has already done in Afghani-
stan in terms of civilian deaths and land and environ-
mental destruction.

He devotes a chapter to depleted uranium. Most
of our bombs and bullets now contain depleted ura-
nium, a radioactive substance. We have dropped tons
of bombs on Iraq and Afghanistan. In March of 2003
the Air Force dropped 800 bombs containing 320
tons of radioactive material in just the first 2 or 3 days
of the Iraq war. Just after the start of the war, radia-
tion detectors in Britain noted a four-fold increase in
air-borne uranium. Britain is a long way from Iraq. So
the increase in radioactivity affects the entire world.

Sanders admits to difficulties in getting exact data,
and his figures are estimates, as best as he could deter-
mine. He documents his research with 191 endnotes.
Having no index is a drawback.

The Green Zone: The Environmental Cost of Militarism
By Barry Sanders, 2009. AK Press. 183 pages,$14.95/paperback

THE QEW STEERING COMMITTEE has joined 350.org
and many other organizations in endorsing the CLEAR
Act—the Carbon Limits and Energy for America’s
Renewal Act— that Senators Maria Cantwell (D-Wa)
and Susan Collins (R-Me), just introduced into the U.S.
Congress to help solve the climate crisis while growing
our economy and helping working families prosper.

According to a statement from Friends Committee
on National Legislation, the legislation aims to cut
greenhouse gas pollution 20 percent below 2005 levels
by 2020 and 83 percent by 2050. It allows for the
President and a simple majority in Congress to make
those targets stronger. It auctions 100 percent of the
carbon permits, allows for no potentially complex
“carbon offsets,” and prevents Wall Street involvement
in the carbon market. It will spur economic investment
and innovation and create millions of jobs in clean
energy.

It protects the purchasing power of American
families by returning 75 percent of the revenue raised
by the auction to all legal residents on a monthly, per
capita basis. A family of four will receive approximately
$1,000 a year, and that amount is expected to increase
over time. This climate dividend will help protect all
families from rising energy prices and provide a majority
of Americans with a net increase in annual income.

The remaining 25 percent of auction revenue will be
used for U.S. and international greenhouse gas
reduction, clean energy, energy efficiency, transition
assistance, and similar purposes.

 For more information on the CLEAR Act go
to <http://www.supportclearact.org/>  or contact:

 Devin Helfrich, FCNL Legislative Advocate
<Devin@fcnl.org> <www.fcnl.org>
202/547-6000, ext. 2520

QEW supports CLEAR Act

QEW has said, “There will be no peace without a
planet.” Sanders would reverse this: There will be no
planet without peace. Can the two join?

I reviewed Human Smoke— The Beginnings of WW
II and the End of Civilization  by Nicholson Baker in the
November 2008 Friends Journal . I was never certain
what Nicholson meant by the end of civilization.
Sanders, if correct, provides a disturbing perspective.

I hope many people read this book. The peace
movement and environmental movement, if they
combine forces, might be a more powerful voice for
change.

—Rich Van Dellen
Rochester (Minn.) Friends Meeting
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NW  Ohio Earthcare group’s watershed map will be
focal point of QEW Center at 2010 FGC Gathering

“WHAT IS THAT ANYWAY?  A golf course?”
“Why aren’t these pieces matching up? Slide your end
over a bit.” “Where’s that ditch going?” Members of
our small Earthcare interest group are leaning over a
table working on a small map, as the group has com-
mitted to making a presentation at the Earthcare Cen-
ter at the FGC Gathering in July this year.

What on earth had gotten into us?
A few years ago a group of us from our small,

spread-out Monthly Meeting in northwest Ohio had
begun meeting in Bowling Green,
a small college town no further
than a 45-minute drive for any
of us, to consider the human
devastation of the earth. We
started with only a shared sense
that we needed to learn more
and try to trust that we would be
led to be useful in the face of
such a ludicrously overwhelming
challenge. We began reading
books, watching videos, looking
up information online, and
studying maps together. At times
it seemed as though we were
adrift as we veered from reading Michael Pollan’s
Omnivore’s Dilemma  to watching the video How Cuba
Survived Peak oil. But learning about bioregional
thinking helped us realize we needed all this informa-
tion to focus locally.

When we identified our “life place” as the Maumee
River Watershed we were startled to discover how
many factory farms had come into this area, threaten-
ing small family farms and endangering our waters.
And huge agribusiness corn and soybean fields! We
had learned from permaculture why monoculture
crops such as these were not good for the land. We
knew also that this watershed is very large, is an EPA
“Area of Concern,” and it empties into troubled and
sensitive western Lake Erie. But the magnitude of
these problems would strike us later.

We were thrilled when we learned that the FGC
Gathering was to be held in Bowling Green, or own
“backyard.” We wanted to contribute and knew what
we wanted to do. Bioregionalism had taught us that
maps are powerful. The impact of seeing how things
fit into the big picture influences thinking. We would

assemble a big satellite map of our part of our water-
shed, the Lower Maumee—a map that would fill a
whole room. This is the part which actually cuts
through Bowling Green. We would make it portable to

be able later to take the
map around to area
schools, libraries, or
wherever.

The more we looked
at satellite pictures the
more stunned we were: A
patchwork of farm fields
in every direction! How
many tons of fertilizers,

herbicides, and pesticides were
being poured into this land and
water, and thence straight into
Lake Erie?” In an era of grow-
ing water shortages, the Great
Lakes hold one-fifth of the
world’s fresh surface water!
How much fuel is being used
running huge machinery back
and forth again and again over
all this land? What are the real
costs to the region of food pro-
duced this way? Could we find
out what proportion of farmers

here are pasture farmers, organic farmers, or other-
wise trying hard to work with nature instead of against
it? And these straight rivers that have obviously been
rerouted—are they all that is left of the great wetlands
that used to support teeming wildlife here, purify wa-
ter, prevent flooding?

WE HOPE THAT  looking at this map will help
Friends see their own watersheds with new eyes. It
would have been nice to focus on the wonders of our
oak savanna, with its rare species, or the Great Black
Swamp that no longer exists, or the fledgling solar
industry here. But the intersection between agricul-
ture, food, and water is our real interest now, and
what we hope to share.

The map will be cut in half down the middle of the
Maumee River so folks can “walk on water” to survey
the land on both sides of the river. We hope we’ll get it
done! And that it will be impressive. But we know that
if Friends attend the little Light we have, we will in-
deed be given more. Look for us in the Earthcare Cen-
ter at the Gathering. v

Judy Greenberg
Broadmead (Ohio) Monthly Meeting

Satellite maps of Ohio’s Maumee River
Watershed will offer a sense of place
for Friends at the 2010 FGC Gathering.
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6 Reflection on an article in BeFriending Creation

   by Alice Wald
Columbia (S.C.) Friends Meeting

I  am responding to Friend Angela Manno’s call for a
 way to move “an Earth restored” forward among

Friends and the wider world (March-April 2010
BeFriending Creation ). First, I applaud her soul-
searching and the depth from which she speaks. Both
are true Quaker qualities that all of us would do well to
follow. Second, collaboration with other
organizations of like mind is a solid way to
move forward. As Ronald Reagan once
said, “That person who agrees with you 80
percent of the time is a friend and an ally;
not a 20-percent traitor.”  Further, we do
need to be expanding our Quaker thinking
and ability to respond.

As a Friend, I work really hard to not
use “fighting” language in my daily conver-
sation, and I trust that other Friends do
likewise. It is my belief that we will be bet-
ter served to keep Love as our focus, not “winning.”
Further, as a person who has some knowledge of how
our society works as an emotional system, some of the
ideas put forth are not useful. One is the mindset that
we can “beat” the opposition at their game. In my
opinion, that way of thinking puts the proposed be-
havior of Quakers in the same category as the
opposition’s and will not succeed. Said another way,
any organization or person is in a much more solid
position when they “stand for” something rather than
“push against” something. Thus, when the something
disappears or changes, you are still standing! One fur-
ther point is that when the operation of emotional sys-
tems is understood, it is not difficult to predict what
will happen next, as in Copenhagen. Plus, a “fighting”
mentality does not seem to be true to the best of
Quakerism over time.

Some of the thinking of Dr. John B. Calhoun is, I
believe, useful in addressing the dilemma of how to
move toward “an Earth restored.” At a conference on
“The Exploding Cities” held at Worcester College and
the Taylor Institution, Oxford, England, on April 1–6,
1974, Dr. Calhoun spoke of the three evolutionary
imperatives —power, survival, and creativity—and
pointed out that all values, priorities, and goals derive
from these imperatives, which are ours to choose.

As you know, the power imperative does not work
in the long run. Remember the dinosaurs and the Ro-
man Empire? The survival imperative of holding on to
a narrow tradition-ridden way of life unable to cope

with rapid change can also lead to a fate that is
doomed. Remember the American buffalo? Finally,
consider creativity, the hallmark of the weak as
Calhoun puts it. They are the ones who must emigrate
–bodily, behaviorally, or intellectually. They are the
ones with the greater awareness of the meaning of the
threats and opportunities before them. They are the
ones able to survive, change, and open to new ways of

being and doing. Thus the Bible tells us,
“the meek shall inherit the earth.”

As Calhoun put it, “The problem is to
conceive those ideas and take those ac-
tions that will sustain the evolutionary di-
rection of increasing awareness and re-
sponsiveness.” Of course, this is the com-
plete opposite of the malaise in today’s
society of unthinking and uninvolved
Americans.

So what does the Religious Society of
Friends, and Quaker Earthcare Witness

specifically have to offer? In my opinion, a great deal,
particularly if we are able to get the log out of our own
eye first. Quakers have always been about continuing
revelation, evolution if you will. Clearly the amount of
openness has varied with the emotional intensity of
the issues at hand. But then that is where understand-
ing emotional systems is useful. More anxiety means
more focus on quick fixes, more blaming, more con-
flict, more emotional distancing, and more automatic
and less thoughtful decision making based on avail-
able facts.

How might each of us be contributing to the “slow-
ness of Quaker process within Quaker circles”? Are we
able to create a relationship climate conducive to
thoughtful and respectful discourse and to identifying
and prioritizing relevant facts?

ANOTHER  asset, if you will, of the Religious Soci-
  ety of Friends is the occasional truly “gathered”

meeting that taps into a power and wisdom greater
than our own which we call the Inner Light. In my ex-
perience, “gathered” meetings are few and far be-
tween. In this time when we need more Light than
ever, what nurtures the gift of a “gathered” meeting?
For me it includes a prepared and open mind. It in-
cludes silence to facilitate centering. It includes the
ability to reduce the normal clutter in one’s mind to a
point where it is possible to sense the Inner Light giv-
ing us meaningful connections among previously un-

A reader responds to the BFC article,
“How an Earth restoration movement can win”

Alice Wald,  page 9 >>

Alice Wald
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T H E testimonies of stewardship and peace are
very evident as we seek how to use and not abuse

the 72 acres that Camp Onas sits on. To that end we
recently put half of our
land into a conservation
easement so it can never
be developed. We can
use that part for recre-
ational uses for camp
purposes but it will never
be developed with per-
manent structures, even
if we sell the camp.

We have two com-
post toilets, which
greatly reduce the fresh water nor-
mally used for flushing toilets and the
load on our septic system. All of our
kitchen and dining hall food scraps are
composted and then that compost is
used in our organic garden. This gar-
den produces lettuce, cucumbers,
squash, peppers , tomatoes, beans, and
radishes for our dining hall. While it
does not come close to producing all of
our produce, the garden teaches camp-
ers about gardening and the cycle of
waste to food. Campers really enjoy
gardening activities from planting to weeding to har-
vesting.

Other efforts we make are recycling everything
that can be recycled. Last summer we reached the
point that we were recycling or composting more than
we were throwing out. We also use compact fluores-
cent lights and fluorescent tubes with timers or mo-
tion detectors in most of our buildings. We have ex-
plored alternative energy and have in the works a
large solar array on a south-facing roof. We calculate
that it would produce one-fourth to one-half of our
electric needs. However, the cost is prohibitive and as
a nonprofit, we are not eligible for the state programs
in Pennsylvania. We are seeking other funding.

The testimony of simplicity is particularly evident
in our sleeping tents and pavilions (see photo). Tents
are large canvas tents on a platform, and pavilions
have a shingled roof and canvas sides. Ten to twelve
campers and counselors sleep in close quarters with
just what they need for two weeks. The tents and pa-
vilions are open-aired and have no electricity or bath-
room facilities. Campers and counselors share a large
shower house. This greatly reduces energy usage.  

Camp Onas nature programs are varied and re-

volve around exploration and observing
rather than catching and classifying. One
nature activity is care and use of the “na-
ture shrine,” an area in the woods that was
created by campers and is set aside for
quiet contemplation on nature and our part
in it. Campers made benches for sitting.

We also hold a simple lunch once a
summer at which a minimum caloric meal is

served without plates or cups. Every-
one must bring a container for water.
We sit outside the dining hall on the
ground so no electricity is used dur-
ing the meal. The savings from the
meal go towards buying a shade tree.
This meal is usually served as part of
an Earth Day full of nature and coop-
erative themed activities. Last
summer’s Earth Day theme was “The
Lorax.”

M EETING for Worship is held
 twice a week and is always out-

side, except in rainy weather (see
photo). The whole camp community sits down to-
gether, and all of us are very aware of the beauty
around us and our place in it. Campers often are
moved to speak about their feelings for nature and the
opportunity Camp Onas gives us to live in harmony
with nature.

Most important, we as an organization always con-
sider our decisions in light of sustainability and stew-
ardship, not only of Camp Onas but the world. This
starts at the Board level, goes through the staff, and all
the way to the campers. Everyone who is part of Camp
Onas knows that being as green as possible is a priority
and works to support it. We are very proud of what a
small organization on a very limited budget, but with a
large will, can do.

—Sue Neiger Gould, director
609 Geigel Hill Rd.

Ottsville, PA 18942
610/847-5858

Quaker camp in Pennsylvania teaches Earth stewardship

[Look for features about other Earthcare-conscious
Quaker camps in future issues. If you have informa-
tion about any such camps or have a camping experi-
ence to share, please contact the QEW office.]

“Everyone who is part of Camp Onas knows
that being as green as possible is a priority
and works to support it.”
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PEOPLE  who don’t respond to teachings about
environmental responsibility are not evil or un-

caring. In many cases, the eco-justice message of car-
ing for all of God’s creation just does not fit into their
mental maps. They see the world in such utterly dif-
ferent ways—as a world of things, as a world where
prosperity and power are the goal, as a
world that is too vast and durable to be
damaged—that our calls to a different set
of relationships, values, and behaviors
simply do not make sense.

Many wise people have named those
contrasting worldviews in recent years.
Theologian Sallie McFague writes of the
“arrogant eye”  and the “compassionate
eye” as opposing ways of looking at the
world. Biblical scholar Walter
Brueggemann has traced the long-stand-
ing tension between the “royal con-
sciousness” and the “prophetic imagina-
tion” in both scripture and in modern society. Econo-
mist David Korten makes a similar point in his book
The Great Turning  with the opposing narratives of
empire and Earth community .

The prophetic message that Jesus preached was so
foreign to his community that most of those who
heard it—often including his disciples—could not
make sense of it. So his calls to mourn and celebrate
didn’t evoke a response. According to the way those
people saw the world, there was nothing so horribly
wrong that mourning was appropriate, and the sorts of
things that he described as “good news” didn’t strike
them as cause for rejoicing.

If the problem in communication comes from the
difficulty of evoking a different worldview, just re-
peating the message more often or more loudly
doesn’t help. A different strategy is needed. I’ve found
some very helpful insights by pondering a well-known
optical illusion.

There is a familiar image that can be seen as either
two faces or a goblet. Experts in psychology and per-
ception categorize it as “an alternation illusion.” The
viewer can see one pattern or the other, and can alter-
nate between those views, but it is impossible to see
both views at the same time. A person who tends to
see the two faces can, with some concentration, flip
their perception toward the goblet, but their next
glance will see the pair of profiles again.

Hopefully, you’re making the intuitive jump be-
tween the two shapes in an optical illusion and the two
contrasting worldviews that McFague and
Brueggemann describe.

That is how church members can see the faithful
message of caring for creation when a Sunday morn-
ing context of hymns and prayers asserts the whole-
ness of the Earth community, but fail to see or act on
the same responsibilities when they are steeped in the
corporate realm at work.

In the illusion, a section of the center can be seen
either as two noses or as the stem of the goblet. If—in

this simplified analogy—our audience
tends to see the two faces, they won’t
understand us if we start talking about
the beautiful crafting of the base of the
chalice. When our message requires
people to shift out of an established and
comfortable worldview, we repeatedly
need to entice them into seeing the
whole picture.

We need to speak often of the fragile
web of relationships within an ecological
world, of justice in the global commu-
nity, and of our ties to future genera-
tions. Our discussions of voluntary sim-

plicity, of environmental justice, or of the integrity of
creation only make sense within the context of that
whole picture.

So, a first insight from the optical illusion is that
we constantly need to remind people about the radical
worldview of prophetic imagination and Earth com-
munity. In countless ways our society stresses the
worldview of the royal consciousness and empire.

There is a second insight in this optical illusion,
though, that I also have found meaningful. It is the
reason why I always use this particular alternation
image of the faces and the goblet, and why I always
use the goblet as the representation of the faithful
worldview. It is the reason why communicating the
prophetic vision of Earth community can be such a
challenge. When the whole image is seen, we can make
a choice about which set of shapes will stand out. One
set—the faces, or the goblet—may seem most evident,
but we can help ourselves and others to flip the per-
ception, and see the other view.

BUT  that changes completely if only some of the
 image is visible. If the left side of the image is

covered, then there is only a face. If the picture we are
shown is rectangular instead of square, then we would
have to work really, really hard to get people to see
“half of a goblet” instead of a perfectly evident face.

Choices from an illusion

Illusion,  next page >>

By the Rev. Peter Sawtell
Executive Director of Eco-Justice Ministries

Reprinted by permission from Earth Ministry’s
Spring 2010 Earth Letter
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When we don’t see the whole picture, then there is
only one sensible way of describing the image. It is
not just hard to talk about the stem of the goblet,  it
is ludicrous. If the people we’re trying to talk to only
see part of the picture, they will never understand when
we appeal to them about a shape that they can’t ever see.

I N  our daily lives, we only see part of
 the world.  Most of us don’t see the

ecological devastation of oil production
in Nigeria, or of rainforests stripped from
Brazil to grow soybeans, or of the mountain-
tops removed from Appalachia for cheap
coal. Indeed, there are conscious decisions
to hid those parts of the world from us.
The stores where we shop work hard to
keep us from being aware of the chickens
abused in producing eggs, the farm work-
ers exposed to toxic chemicals, or the
workers in China and elsewhere who
make our clothes and appliances under
horrible conditions. Our ordinary view of the world is
partial, limited, and woefully incomplete. So most of
us, most of the time, really don’t have a choice be-
tween two different ways of seeing the world. Our
routine experiences, our culture and its infrastruc-
ture, or economic and political institutions, most news
media and, yes, most church programs show us a par-
tial view of the world that conforms very well to the
royal consciousness and empire.

Before we can ask people to choose ecological sus-
tainability, we need to do enough environmental edu-
cation that they can see that the world is all about re-
lationships. Those of us who are deeply committed to
eco-justice probably operate out of that larger and
more comprehensive worldview. We are more
aware—in our heads and in our hearts—of the whole-
ness of God’s creation. Because we see the whole pic-
ture, we can at least recognize that there is a choice
between faces and a goblet, between empire and Earth
community.

When people do not respond to our transforma-
tive invitation, we can easily become angry or frus-
trated. The people who do not respond and do not
choose are not bad or evil. In most cases, they are
seeing the world from a more limited perspective.
Their partial view of the world reinforces the arrogant
worldview of empire and exploitation. They do not
even see enough of the world and how it works to un-
derstand that other choices are available.

As healers of creation, as agents of change, as proph-
ets voicing imaginative new visions, we must help the
people around us to see the world more fully. v

>> Illusion, from page 8
QEW position open

GENERAL SECRETARY/BUSINESS
MANAGER  for Quaker Earthcare Witness
beginning January, 2011. This is a 3- or 4-day-a-
week position (dependent on business manager
work), with modest salary and benefits. Location
and working arrangements are negotiable.

The General Secretary supports QEW’s spirit-
led work on environmental issues. Duties include
outreach, support services, and fund-raising, as
well as coordination and liaison with QEW
committees and Monthly and Yearly Meetings.

Qualifications:
— Understanding of environmental concerns and

issues.
— Experience with non-profits associated with

Quakers, preferably QEW itself.
— Proven skills in communicating, organizing,

teamwork with committees, and fundraising.
— Good time-management skills:
— Information technology understanding and skills.
— Strong communication skills.
— Ability to work with different branches of the

Religious Society of Friends.
— Willingness to travel to Monthly and Yearly

Meetings representing QEW.
— A prior relationship with QEW as a supporter or

in service a plus.
E-mail <ruah@quakerearthcare.org>  for the

job description and to send your résumé. Call Ruah
at 802/658-0308 for more information. Deadline
for submitting résumés is June 10, 2010.

connected things.
In preparing this response, I was drawn back to

Pendle Hill Pamphlet #343, Quakerism and Science,
written in 1999 by Calvin W. Schwabe. I commend it
to you. As a scientist and a Quaker, Schwabe sees the
importance of seeking in the objective realm as well as
the subjective realm in which awareness of the rela-
tionships among things is cultivated. Similarly, from
an emotional systems perspective, I believe that in the
midst of society’s rush to allay the terrible anxiety
within and around us, we must hold fast to both fac-
tual information/increased awareness and our equally
important “gathered meeting” process.

In conclusion, to quote Schwabe, “Resolutions of
divisively polarizing issues will require both consid-
ered reason and deep spiritual insights.” I am with
Angela Manno; Quaker Earthcare Witness can lead
the way! v

>> Alice Wald,  from page 6

Partial
view

—Empire!
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FRIENDS WORLD COMMITTEE  on Con-
sultation (FWCC) has launched a Global
Change Consultation project to learn what
impact “global change” is having on
Friends around the world. I first heard
about the project from Julian Stargardt
of Hong Kong Friends Meeting while I
was at the UN climate negotiations in
Copenhagen in December. (See Julian’s ar-
ticle in the March-April 2010 issue of
BeFriending Creation. ) I made it my business to find
out more at the FWCC Section of the Americas meet-
ing near Baltimore in March.

The phrase “Global Change” refers to a huge, in-
terconnected phenomenon that includes economic
and societal changes, climate disruption and other
environmental changes, the advent of agribusiness,
urgent migration and immigrations concerns, etc. We
know that Global Change is happening, with varying
impacts in different parts of the world, and we are
asked to discern together about what we are experi-
encing. Do Friends speak with a single voice? FWCC
has launched this worldwide listening project to see if
they can discern that voice.

 Quakers everywhere are encouraged to gather in
“clusters” of any size and in any place, to discern their
responses to queries the FWCC World Office in Lon-
don has developed (see box). Samuel Mahaffy of
Northwest Yearly Meeting has been appointed coordi-
nator of the Global Change Initiative, and he has al-
ready begun convening clusters. You can direct ques-
tions to him at <samuel@fwccglobalchange.org >.

FWCC is asking for full reporting on the cluster
meetings—notes, audio, or even videos of the meet-
ings that can be posted on the website to enrich the
exploration. “Listening committee” volunteers will
translate, compile, and post all testimonies to the
website. Later, a special representative meeting will
discern the Quaker voice(s) and forward a report to
the World Conference in Nairobi, Kenya, in 2012.
Sample videos from the FWCC Section of the Ameri-
cas meeting by David Millar, QEW’s Canadian Yearly
Meeting representative, are already on the website
<fwccglobalchange.org>. Click on “Resources,” then
“Videos.”

David Millar, who is on the Global Change plan-
ning committee, and Hollister Knowlton, recent pre-
siding clerk of QEW, were also at the FWCC Section of
the Americas meeting. Hollister was curious as to how
the cluster concept would work (FWCC traditionally

has held regional meetings). Her thinking was that, as
QEW moves toward having only one national

meeting each year, maybe we, too, might find
a way to meet at other times of the year in
our own regions (bio-regions?) thereby
being accessible to more Friends who live
close by.  

  The three of us agree that this global
listening project is really exciting!  It’s ex-

actly what many of us have been hoping

How can QEW help Friends explore Global Change?
By Mary Gilbert

QEW Steering Committee

FWCC queries on Global Change
THINK ABOUT  whether you or your Meeting
might host a cluster sometime in the next 18
months (starting now) at which you could hold
worship-sharing around one or more, or all, of
these queries.  FWCC is eager for responses from
diverse Friends and encourages such responses as
notes, audio, and even video recordings. 

1. How has Global Change affected our commu-
nities and ourselves?

2.  What actions have we taken in response to
Global Change as experienced in our area, to ex-
press our responsibilities toward all creation? In
what ways have my own activities or those of my
community contributed to positive or adverse lo-
cal and global change?

3.  How do changes around us affect our relation-
ship with God? How does my relationship with God
affect my responses to the changes around us? 
What role does my faith have in my life and in the
life of my community?  In what ways do I and my
Friends Church or Meeting community bear witness
to our testimonies in our daily lives?

4.  What stories or experiences from past times of
catastrophic happenings—perhaps from scripture,
perhaps from the record of local or regional
events—might inspire us to respond to the changes
the world is facing today?

5.  How can we bear witness to the abundance
God offers us and testify to the world about ways
in which justice, compassion, and peace may ad-
dress significant disruptions, stress, and tensions? 

6.  How can we support one another in rekindling
our love and respect for God’s creation in such a
way that we are messengers of the transforming
power of love and hope?  

Global Change, next page >>
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Earthcare Calendar
June 7, 2010.  Deadline for article

submissions for July-August 2010
BeFriending Creation.

October 22–Nov. 1, 2010.  Spring
meeting of the QEW Steering Com-
mittee at Holy Name Passionist
Retreat Center in Houston, Texas.

BeFriending Creation, Vol. 23, No. 3,
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Earthcare Witness. ISSN 1050-0332.
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We publish BeFriending Creation to
promote the work of Quaker Earthcare
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VISION AND WITNESS
WE ARE CALLED to live in right rela-

tionship with all Creation, recognizing that
the entire world is interconnected and is a
manifestation of God. WE WORK to inte-
grate into the beliefs and practices of the
Religious Society of Friends the Truth that
God's Creation is to be respected, protected,
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the Truth that human aspirations for peace
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BeFriending Creation
Letters

A NOTE OF APPRECIATION
for much, but in this case, for
Louis’s January-February issue
of the Quaker Eco-Bulletin
[“Climbing to a Whole Earth
View”]. It has “the Truth” and
“the Vision” that we are trying to
birth. I am going to use it as part
of our January “Energy Group”
meeting on January 20.

Indeed the whole issue is in-
spiring and helpful.

Further, our Meeting House in
Victoria, B.C., and its well-kept
ecological garden is such a living
witness to the Spirit of Creation.
Our Ecology Group and our
“Peace, Earth & Social Action”
committee meet regularly and
make a difference to Meeting. I
personally serve in both. Also,  I
am serving as a kind of clerk/
convenor of our Canadian YM
“Quaker Ecology Action Network.”

Have you seen the new anthol-
ogy EarthLight: Spiritual Wisdom
for an Ecological Age? It is a selec-
tion of articles chosen from
EarthLight magazine.

May the Spirit continue to
guide all of our efforts.

—Arnold Renneris
Victoria, B.C.

ENERGY USE IN MEETINGS
The Montclair Interfaith Environ-
mental Coalition is focusing on
limiting the energy use of religious
communities in our town, and asks
for input from all denominations.
Have some Friends Meetings made
progress in significantly cutting
their energy bills? If so, how? I
haven’t noticed any articles about
this in Befriending Creation.

—Pat Kenschaft,
Montclair (N.J.) Monthly Mtg.

would happen among Friends, and
have been working toward. We
look forward not only to the for-
mal results of this project, but to
the spiritual deepening the process
will engender, and to any ensuing
life-style changes and active work
for our planet and all who live
here.

How can QEW help this project
along? How many of us could con-
vene clusters in our monthly, quar-
terly and yearly meetings, and
send our results in to FWCC? You
can find more background by
searching “FWCC AWPS” (That’s
the Asia/West Pacific Section of

FWCC). Then click on “Global
Change” near the top-right corner
(or visit <http://fwccawps.org/
globalchange/global_change.php> )

FWCC has a big tent. Every
Quaker is included, the whole spec-
trum of us! It’s a wonderful way to
share what we care about, learn
how Friends around the world are
being impacted, and to work toward
unity in “that which is eternal.” v

>> Global Change, from page 10

[At its recent spring meeting in
Chicago, the QEW Steering
Commmittee approved a Minute of
support for the FWCC Global
Change Consultation, including a
commitment to convene clusters
among Friends groups.]

[In 2009 ten QEW “mini-grants”
were awarded to Quaker meetings,
churches, and related groups, sev-
eral of which were focused on en-
ergy savings. To apply for this pro-
gram, contact the QEW office or go
to QEW’s website and search
“projects.”]
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Bill Bliss remembered for humor and commitment to Earthcare

Alice Howenstine introduced her
long-time friend Bill Bliss at the
QEW Annual Meeting in 2000,
where he and his wife Isabel
recapped a lifetime of work for
peace, justice, and Earthcare.

BILL BLISS,  one of the founders of
Quaker Earthcare Witness, died
March 29, 2010 at age 93. For the
next seven years Bill and his late wife
Isabel served as volunteer staff, op-
erating out of their home in Chelsea,
Michigan. They gave a boost to the
fledgling organization by creating a
stable structure and putting its op-
erations on a sound financial track.

At a memorial service at QEW’s
recent spring Steering Committee
meeting, Ruah Swennerfelt (who
took over as general secretary in
1994) praised Bill for the “great
spirit” as well as humor and playful-
ness that he brought to nurturing the
emerging Earthcare concern among
Friends. Other Friends remembered
the infectious passion he had for the
natural world and noted the dignity with which he
dealt with, and transcended, his physical slowing down.

After their retirements in 1980, Bill and Isabel
moved to from Cleveland, Ohio, to Chelsea, Michigan,
where they helped start the Michigan Friends Center.
It was in a natural setting that Bill grew to love dearly
as he perfected his skills at nature photography.

In 1987 the Blisses were part of a workshop at the
FGC Gathering on environmental concerns from a
spiritual perspective, led by Bill and Alice Howenstine.
(The couples’ acquaintance had begun many years
earlier; the Blisses had served on the Howenstines’
marriage clearness committee when they were part of
Cleveland Friends Meeting and Lake Erie YM.) When a
plan to start Friends Committee on Unity with Nature
emerged from that workshop, Bill Bliss grew excited
by the prospect of helping the vision become a reality.

The goals of FCUN (later QEW)
seemed to flow so naturally from the
Blisses’ understanding of Quakerism—
particularly John Woolman’s concept
of the “right use of things”—that they
couldn’t bear to miss out on this excit-
ing new development in the history of
the Religious Society of Friends.

Bill showed a passion for nature at
an early age. “Whatever I breathed,
waded through, or treaded on, I wanted
to know its composition and how it was
affected by temperature, pressure,
and various chemical reactions.”

AFTER  RECEIVING a degree in
chemical engineering in 1940, Bill
learned there was little concern for the
environment within the chemical in-
dustry. He responded by specializing
in developing manufacturing pro-

cesses that reduce chemical plant emissions. He also
began talking to Friends groups about the dangers of
global climate change after reading an article in a
trade magazine in the 1960s. As he became more and
more concerned about depletion of the ozone layer
and oil spills, he lobbied for research and education.
But the ultimate answer, he realized, lies not in tech-
nological innovations but in a major reduction in our
fossil fuel use, through lifestyles of integrity and sim-
plicity exemplified by John Woolman and others.

Throughout his career, Bill urged a calm, thor-
ough study of the facts. This led him to question the
wisdom of electric cars and nuclear power and to say
yes to solar energy and appropriate technology. He
always felt that the key to a sustainable, peaceful fu-
ture was in outreach to young people. v


