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‘It’s all a question of story.’

QEW builds international connections at COP15

QEW annual resource issue!

Mary Gilbert
QEW representative to the UN

FROM  before sunrise until well
past sunset, a line of thou-

sands inched toward the gate that
would admit them to the Bella
Centre in Copenhagen, where the
UN’s 15th Conference of the Par-
ties (COP15)  climate negotiations
were held.  On my first day, I was
one of over 2,000 properly ac-
credited attendees who were
turned away after nine hours.

The next day I inched along
next to the president of the Club
of Rome, who got in because he was running a session.
I got in after five and a half hours, but that afternoon
was the only time I spent “inside.” Over the next three
days they would admit 1,000, 300, and then only 90,
as security was stepped up for Heads of State.

Why was I there? I knew the process leading up to
(COP15) had been lengthy and complex, which pre-
cluded my having any input. Nations were required to
submit any words to be negotated by mid-June. Meet-
ings were held each month to clarify what could be
settled easily; where the big stumbling blocks were;
and which countries held what positions. Ordinary
people who showed up in Copenhagen thinking they
might be able to add anything substantive were not
even in the running.

Nonetheless it was important that we be there,
representing the numbers and commitment of civil
society, demanding a “FAB” outcome—Fair, Ambi-
tious, and Binding.

I went to Copenhagen with two intentions. The
first, to hold open, public meetings for worship in the
Bella Centre, failed totally. The second, to build inter-
national connections among Friends who care about
the earth, had a good beginning.

QEW, as the only Quaker group with UN accredi-
tation, had extended an invitation to Friends interna-

tionally to attend as our guests, and we made a group
of nine. Copenhagen Friends gave us a warm welcome

at their mid-week evening meet-
ing. On the last day, having given
up on the Bella Centre, we met in
worship-sharing that became
“gathered” and lasted all day. We
talked about the possibility of an
on-going global Friends network
for the health of our planet, and
planned to work together as way
opens. As individuals we are al-
ready connected with interna-
tional Quaker groups—QEW, the
Quaker Institute for the Future,
and Friends World Committee for

Consultation. I hope to have more to say about this
over time.

W H AT’S next? The sheer numbers of the public
turnout in Copenhagen is a sign that people

around the world are informed and prepared to speak
out. To quote Rabbi Arthur Waskow, “At the official
leadership level, it was a dismal failure. At the grass-
roots level, it sprouted another stage of growth.
Which narrative controls the future—top-down fail-
ure or grass-roots growth— depends on us.”

A people’s “Klimaforum”  in downtown Copen-
hagen featured major speakers and provided a place
for networking. What a contrast to the formal meet-
ings at the Bella Centre! There was energy and laugh-
ter. They wrote a Declaration that was much better
than the disappointing results of formal negotiations
at COP15. You can read and maybe sign this docu-
ment at <www.klimaforum09.org>.

I believe the climate crisis and the societal pat-
terns that underlie it are the challenges for our gen-
eration. We can pray how to step out of our comfort
zones, and let ourselves be stretched by undertaking
what we see as ours to do. Discernment will lead us to
different choices and different actions.  We are all im-
portant and supplement each other.           Next page . >>

Leonard Joy , Julian S targard t, Mary Gilbert
and Teofilio Pilando networking “globally”
at the Klimaforum  in Copenhagen.
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Young adult Quaker blogs his reflections from Copenhagen
NATHAN PAVLOVIC, son of QEW sup-
porters Noel and Sarah Pavlovic,
posted several blog entries while at the
UN climate conference with the World
Federation of United Nation Associa-
tions.  Some excerpts from his <http://
nathaninerurope.blogspot. com>:

December 14 th: “The basic
tenets of the argument made were
easy to accept: To keep climate
change within safe parameters, we need to cap car-
bon emissions, and a cap should be applied equita-
bly on a per-capita basis. ... Sounds fair, right?

“Of course, the issues get sticky when these prin-
ciple are put into practice. Countries can’t agree on a
basic level for the cap—should we keep the rise in
average global temperature below 2°C? 1.5°C? ...
Another one of the biggest sticking points for the de-
veloped and developing countries is the question of
historical responsibility....

“I think that perhaps the most engaging part of
my day, though, was a chance encounter with an
OXFAM worker from Hong Kong who happened to
join me for lunch. We struck up a conversation about
how things are going, and why more isn’t being done
by the United States (unsurprisingly, this seems to be
the general tack of conversations here). In trying to
explain why more isn’t being done, I realized that
there really isn’t a good moral reason.

“Morality is a term I’ve heard come up more than
once today in the context that, unless the U.S. helps
developing countries adapt to climate change, the
U.S.’s historic greenhouse gas emissions will doom
millions to hunger, displacement, and perhaps even
death. In that context, people wonder, as they should,
why the U.S. refuses to commit to cutting emissions
and aiding poor countries. ...”

December 15 th: “Yesterday I mentioned that,
after a difficult but productive conversation with a
man from Hong Kong, I was having trouble justifying
the pace and scope of U.S. action against climate
change, and that has not changed over the last 24
hours. I had the opportunity today to attend a panel
on the prospects for action in the U. S. given by the
legislative aids to four U.S. senators, and the picture

they painted was not heartening.
Their main point was that there sim-
ply isn’t the public support needed
to push a ‘climate change bill’
through Congress. People are wor-
ried about the economy, not the
planet. It’s a message I’ve heard
from a few other U.S. political
sources: If the U.S. is going to do
anything at all on climate change, it

has to be a ‘jobs bill.’”

December 16 th: “At the end of the day, I also had
the opportunity to hear Secretary General Ban Ki-
moon speak about major sticking points that had
arisen in the negotiations earlier today. ... Despite
these lingering questions, though, Ki-moon ex-
pressed some optimism because, he said, the nego-
tiations are following a more or less normal pattern
for multilateral negotiations. He called for a strong
agreement to be reached now, pointing out that, with
the presence of 130 heads of state and with the at-
tention of the world focused on these talks, the time
seems right for deal-making.

“... Unfortunately, I think that my big take-home
message from today is that the process here at the
UN talks is anything but transparent or democratic.
Having watched observer organizations being arbi-
trarily blocked from entry into the center, and then
arriving inside only to hear that the president of the
conference had violated procedures to push forward
his own version of the agreement, I’ve gained new
insight into the real, grimy politics behind multilateral
agreements such as this. There may be real
progress made on climate change over the next two
days, but the process is not what I had once thought
it was. It’s clear that only a few parties, those who
hold the real power including China, the E.U., and the
U.S., will make the final decisions. Everyone else is
just along for the ride.

“There’s a growing sense that NGO observers
are ignored or even unwelcome at this conference. At
the panel of U.S. legislative aids I attended yester-
day, one speaker commented that the conference
seems to have stalled because its become more of a
trade show than a series of international negotia-
tions, seeming to imply that the observers should
leave. This morning, I heard more than one grum-
bling that it seems they don’t want us here....

“That said, I’m now inside, I’m going to make the
most of it...” v

Insightful blogs from Sarah Wolcott, Leonard Joy,
and other Quakers attending the UN Climate Confer-
ence are at: <http://quakersatcop.blogspot.com/>.

From page 1>>     In the Rekjavik airport waiting
room on my way home I ran into Bill McKibben, who
was travelling on the same plane. He thanked me for
my work. I thanked him for his. I am pleased to be
travelling a parallel path to Bill McKibben’s. Let’s all
thank each other as we travel together. v
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OK, QEW hedgehogs: let’s read, then act, together
Dick Grossman

QEW Steering Committee clerk

AT the Bellingham meeting in October I bemoaned
 my concern about being a good clerk for my

spiritual home, Quaker Earthcare Witness. A Friend
responded that I only need to act as a midwife, guiding
Friends to recognize their own strengths.

My background, as many of you know, is in ob-
stetrics. I have been helping babies arrive safely for
33 years here in Durango, Colorado. What that Friend
did not know is that I am also an amateur midwife.

One of my goals when we moved to
Durango was to set up a midwifery service. I
trained with midwives in my residency and
like the way they work. Midwives tend to be
less aggressive than obstetricians and pro-
vide gentle support for women in labor. A
midwife delivered our second son, Bryan.

The Durango midwifery service started
with a single woman. When she was too
tired, she would ask for help and I would
take over, following her model of care as
closely as possible. (Did you know that there are sev-
eral male certified nurse midwives in the U.S., and
that in some cultures—Balinese, for instance—tradi-
tional  birthing assistants have always been male?)

I think that QEW needs more than just gentle sup-
port at this time, however. Fortunately it isn’t time to
call for a cesarean, but I do believe that we need help
in finding our way. QEW seems to lack a sense of di-
rection. What I see is that every person has his or her
own idea of what is most important for QEW.

If I were to choose an animal that QEW most re-
sembles, it would be the hedgehog. These are gentle,
beneficial animals that can help reduce pests in gar-
dens. However, their spines go in all different direc-
tions. QEW seems to be going in many different direc-
tions. We lack unanimity and therefore have limited
effectiveness in achieving our goals—whatever they
might be.

I have an idea to get us more united—and it
doesn’t have anything to do with human population!

In my community of Durango, Colorado, we have
had a common reading experience for several years.
This year the book that was chosen was The Beast in
the Garden, about how mountain lions (pumas) are
becoming more tolerant of humans in Colorado and
attacking pets—and, rarely, people. In 2008 we all
read Three Cups of Tea. If you don’t know this book I
recommend reading it; its subtitle is One Man’s Mis-
sion to Promote Peace, One School at a Time. It is

about Greg Mortenson, who is ex-military and became
an accidental pacifist. Greg came to Durango and
talked to the largest crowd that has ever gathered
here. In response, our little community collected
more money—over $80,000—than any other city to
help Greg build more schools in Pakistan and Afghani-
stan.

All this is to illustrate how powerful a common
reading experience can be. The book I have chosen is
Right Relationship: Building a Whole Earth
Economy. The authors, Peter Brown and Geoffrey

Garver, have Quaker roots. Although
Right Relationship  is available through
Amazon.com, I ordered my copy through
my local bookshop to give them the busi-
ness.

I chose this book not because I know
much about economics, but because I
know much less about the subject than
most people. I also believe that our
present system of economics has gotten
us into “deep yogurt.” So far I have found

the book to be an “easy reader.” QEW Steering Com-
mittee member Roy Treadway, who has finished read-
ing it, recommends the first four chapters to be the
most informative because they focus on building a
right relationship with the earth.

FOR those who would like a study guide, you can
find one prepared by Philadelphia Yearly Meet-

ing, which has chosen Right Relationship and a com-
panion book, Earth Care: Folktales to Talk About.
You can find the study guide at: <www.pym.org/
education/onebook/2009-One-Book-Curriculum-
download.pdf> .

Whether we will have a session at our next meet-
ings in Chicago and Houston dedicated to discussing
Right Relationship  has not been decided. But I’ll bet
that whenever QEW Friends get together we will be
talking about right relationship!

When reading the latest issue of Friends Journal  I
was shocked to read that it is in serious financial
trouble. I have always believed that it was the back-
bone of Quakers in the USA, and would hate to think
what would happen to us if FJ had to be laid down.
Quaker Earthcare Witness is in better financial shape,
thanks to the many people who help support it finan-
cially. QEW struggled last fiscal year, however, and
ended up not meeting its goal for donations. Please
remember to support the Quaker organizations that
support your beliefs. v
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Some youtube  videos that will
move and lift up your hearts

Enter <www.youtube.com/> then the following:

v Kiribati Islanders threatened by rising sea levels:
<watch?v=qvKEWqOXd1U>

v Film clip from Wangari Maathai, Green Belt
movement in Kenya:
<watch?v=zzikL5MJWCg&feature=related>

v Trailer for Sylvie van Brabant’s new NFB film
Earth Keepers: <watch?v=OjqRKNK1qhI>

v Auroville Eco-city, India:
<watch?v=lzx9qf1JkN8 >

v Vandana Shiva on Deep Democracy:
<watch?v=dsK3V04LAvw&feature=
PlayList&p=3A523D895D6CB82F&index=0>

v David Holmgren on Permaculture:
<watch?v=OFjFG24BeX8&feature=
PlayList&p=3A523D895D6CB82F&index=1>

v Rob Hopkins on Transition Towns:
<watch?v=OFjFG24BeX8&feature=
PlayList&p=3A523D895D6CB82F&index=1>

—David Millar
Montreal Friends Meeting

Living Sunlight
How Plants Bring the Earth to Life

THIS MARVELOUS BOOK  (New York: Blue Sky
Press, 2009), with pictures by award-winning artist
Molly Bang and text by MIT professor Penny
Chisholm, captivated me totally. The first line is, “Lis-
ten to me.” When you turn the page you find out who
is speaking: “I am the sun, your
golden star.”

The sun walks the reader
through dazzling pages, explain-
ing energy, photosynthesis, the
interdependence of plants and
animals, all at a level my almost
4-year-old grandson can hun-
grily absorb. The science is ac-
curate, the poetry of the text
(and I don’t mean rhyme) satis-
fies, and the book as a whole
inspires awe.

To me this book is magical, all the way to the end
where the sun tells the reader, “You hold my light and
make it live. You are living sunlight.”

Bang and Chisholm worked on this book for years,
trying to get it right. They succeeded.

—Mary Gilbert
Friends Meeting at Cambridge (Mass.)

Walking the Spiritual Path of
Industrial Civilization’s Collapse

Carolyn Baker, Ph.D. iUniverse 2009

AFTER DENIAL  come anger, bargaining, depres-
sion, then acceptance. Industrial civilization’s ulti-

mate collapse is an ecologi-
cal necessity even its most
staunch defenders eventu-
ally will come to accept.

Meanwhile, a lot of
energy is being diverted to
propping up the system’s
decaying structures. Such
efforts may be beneficial
as long as their purpose is
to bring about a “soft
landing,” as we try to fig-
ure out how to make the
transition to a truly sus-
tainable society.

But behind some
efforts seems to be an assumption that

our civilization will go on forever, that we are an ex-
ception to whatever befell previous empires, from the
Sumerians to the Anasazi. By being in denial about the
inevitability of death—both personal and societal,
says Carolyn Baker, we are missing a unique chance to
do the inner work and grieving that can help us find
meaning and grace in the present moment.

“This odyssey we have embarked on is about
transformation of human consciousness and the
emergence of a new paradigm that shows us our ulti-
mate place in the universe…. Each of us has the choice
whether to be open to and help construct that new
paradigm,” Baker says. “Changing systems is ineffec-
tual not only because an opposite system is still a sys-
tem, but more importantly because in doing so only
the political and economic structures are altered,
while the fundamental paradigm remains intact.”

SACRED DEMISE  describes how a new life-affirm-
ing paradigm is starting to replace the old, through
storytelling, meditation, alternate exchange systems,
holistic education and healing, bioregional coopera-
tion, council-based systems of governance, etc.

While these movements can give us hope, they
can’t guarantee our survival. Baker urges us to see this
period as a kind of hospice care in which we try to be
fully present for the earth and one another as we re-
lease ourselves for whatever lies on the other side.

“At times this is  frustrating, stressful, frightening,
sad, painful… and at times it feels like a long overdue
liberation that we cannot wait to celebrate.” v——LC
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How did a handful of  corporations steal our water?

‘Why didn’t we save ourselves when we had the chance?’
THE AGE OF STUPID,  foretells the
catastrophic effects of human-induced
global climate change on the next genera-
tion under a “business-as-usual” scenario.

This independent video from British
filmmaker Franny Armstrong is a good
companion to Al Gore Jr.’s An Inconve-
nient Truth. Both videos skillfully show
why global climate change has become the
paramount issue of this century. While
Gore speaks mostly to the rational mind,
Armstrong aims more for the gut.

The Age of Stupid is set in the year
2055. A lone survivor of ecological collapse
is reviewing films of events in the early 20th
century that led to this tragedy—mistakes that, in
hindsight, could have been avoided or corrected if our
generation hadn’t been blinded by denial and apathy.

The point is that this worst-case scenario hasn’t
happened—yet—and whether it turns out this way
depends a lot on what we choose to do today,  while we
still have options, while we still have reason for hope.

This video raises the same alarms
about a great ecological unraveling as
other recent videos (The 11th Hour,
The Great Squeeze, What a Way to
Go). Using different combinations of
examples and emotional appeals,
they are all on a quest for the secret
to motivation . It’s like getting some-
one suffering from chest pains and
shortness of breath to go to the
emergency room right away when
that person is choosing to ignore
the pain, hoping, irrationally, that it
will turn out to be only indigestion.

A full-blown heart attack gets attention—only too late.
The Age of Stupid ups the ante by transporting us,

ala Ebineezer Scrooge, to the future that we’re creating
by our profligate, life-denying ways. Why answer this
wake-up call? —Because we don’t want our children
and grandchildren to look back and call us stupid and
immoral because we knew what to do but went back to
sleep. Available from <www.ageofstupid.com>. —LC

WAIT!  Before you drop that buck and
quarter into a vending machine for a 16-
ounce plastic bottle of “pure spring water,”
consider this irony from the new video
Flow : For Love of Water. Millions are se-
duced into wasting billions of dollars ev-
ery year on a product that is very likely to
be ordinary filtered tap water,  often
costing more per gallon than gasoline.

But consumer protection is not the
point of this video. The 64-dollar ques-
tion is, how did water, which is essen-
tial for all of life, become a commodity
that millions of people can no longer afford?

Four huge corporations now control much of the
world’s access to drinking water. It’s a shocking
exposé of greed and ruthless exploitation. Capitalizing
on the growing scarcity of drinkable water, these
transnational corporations are reaping huge profits
selling what’s left to a desperately thirsty world.

They are also buying up many public water sys-
tems, promising increased efficiency. But pressure to
generate profits for shareholders often leads to cost-
cutting measures, inferior service, higher rates, and
lower water quality. This conveniently generates
more customers for their bottled water! Tightening

their anaconda-like stranglehold, the
corporations are sucking up regional
water resources, often depriving natu-
ral systems and local people of the
water they need to survive.

Citizens all over the world have
gotten fed up and are fighting back. But
for many it is an uphill battle. It is a
clash between two long-established
paradigms. One maintains that water is
a sacred commons and that access to it
is a human right. The other asserts that
any private business has the legal right
to appropriate as much of a common

resource (often at little or no cost) as it can use. When
citizens groups go to court, they usually mount a
strong moral argument but often lose before a gener-
ally business-friendly court system.

Flow  ends with a passionate appeal from activists
like Vandana Shiva and Maude Barlow for us not to
give up. In 1999, the people of Cochabamba, Bolivia,
took back their stolen water by taking to the streets.
This sparked other “water wars” in India and Africa.
The task for North Americans is to not give so much
power to the water corporations in the first place.

Available from <www.imdb.com>. —LC
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DID YOU LEARN THESE LINES  by Alexander
Pope when you were in high school?

“Hope springs eternal in the human breast;
Man never is, but always to be blest.”

The End of the Long Summer—Why We
Must Remake Our Civilization to Survive on a
Volatile Earth,  by Dianne Dumanoski (New York:
Crown Publishing Group, 2009) has left me hopeful in
a time when one could easily fall into despair about
the mistreatment of the Earth that gives us our life.

As an environmental
journalist who reported two
decades ago on the cause of
the Antarctic ozone hole as
human-induced, not natu-
ral, the author realized “I
had the scientific facts, but I
did not know what it all
meant.”  As Friends, I be-
lieve we would be well
served to ask ourselves
“What do all these things we
are so busy doing mean?”

The author offers a broad perspective that in-
cludes history, science, and culture. Much of it de-
bunks the myths upon which we currently operate, for
example, that nature acts in gradual steps. In fact,
“Long-term observations and experimental insights
have demonstrated convincingly that smooth, or
regular behavior is the exception rather than the
rule.’ Can you imagine that some changes the earth
has experienced have occurred in as little as ten
years? Ignorance is comfortable but as the author
points out “In times of danger, bitter truths serve us
better than sweet lies.”

In the chapter on a new map for the planetary era,
the author writes: “What confronts us is not simply an
‘environmental’ dilemma, an ‘energy’ or ‘fossil fuel’
problem, or a ‘climate crisis’; the changes in nature are
but symptoms of a profound ‘human crisis’ that cuts
to the heart of our civilization.” I find myself asking
are we as Friends asking the questions that will pro-
mote our survivability as a Society/society in the
vulnerable times ahead?

The author reminds us in the concluding chapter
that we come from a long lineage of ancestors who
survived in a volatile world and who left us with a
“precious endowment passed down through countless
human generations—knowledge, courage, and honest
hope.” Can we as Friends do any less?

Alice M. Wald
Columbia (S.C.) Friends Meeting

HELD IN LOVE:  Life Stories to Inspire Us
Through Times of Change , edited by Molly
Young Brown and Carolyn Wilbur Treadway (a
Quaker and QEW supporter), has recently been pub-
lished by Psychosynthesis Press. The book is a heart-
full collection of stories, poems, and artwork from 72
writers and artists who share life experiences of con-
nection with a loving Source within and beyond them-
selves. These writings and images offer examples of
the ways Love can guide and sustain us through the
many challenges of The Great
Turning that is already under
way. It is a timely book, and one
that hopefully will be of benefit
to individuals and to our
troubled world.

Fourteen of the contributors
are Quaker, including Hollister
Knowlton, Ruah Swennerfelt,
Louis Cox, Carole Treadway,
and Carolyn Treadway. Ten
people endorsed the book prior
to publication, including Bill
McKibben, Joanna Macy, Bill Plotkin, Frances
Vaughan, and David Spangler.

In addition to being a personal resource, this book
is a resource that Monthly Meetings and other Quaker
groups could use as a basis for discussion, spiritual
sharing, and social action.

Copies of Held in Love can be ordered from
Carolyn Treadway at <Carolyn@GraceFullLife.com >,
through your local bookstore, or online. v

Hope springs eternal... Held in love...

Storytelling about Earth care
TOM & SANDY  Farley of
Palo Alto (Calif.) Friends
Meeting offer more than an
hour of fascinating stories,
drawn from ancient and mod-
ern wisdom from around the
world. This husband-wife
team uses a lively tandem
style of storytelling designed
to engage listeners from age 8 to adult. They have
performed at many youth camps and Quaker gath-
erings, including QEW meetings.

Words to the Wise, Tales of Wisdom
from Many Cultures   (2003),  ISBN 0-9647614-
1-6, can be ordered for $15.00US from Spontane-
ous Combustion, 1301 Himmel Ave., Redwood City,
CA 94061, or through http://www.spont.com.
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by David Millar, Montreal Monthly Mtg.

REVIEWING books is like looking in a rear-
view mirror. You may think you’re going for-
 ward, but you’re looking at information that is

already two years old. In the climate debate, that is
seriously behind the times. The latest and best  are
now downloadable:

Copenhagen diagnosis:   A crucial update by
climate scientists of IPCC’s AR4 with the latest data;
Friends of the Earth’s Subprime Carbon  and A
Dangerous Illusion,  about carbon offset trading;
CRED’s The Psychology of Climate Change Com-
munications+  (60-page PDF), an Earthcare
activist’s guide to outreach; The New Economics
Foundation’s Other Worlds Are Possible+  (66-
page PDF), the most readable and uplifting book yet of
what a moral economy really looks like. It has stories
about 28 local projects that are actually being done all
over the world, with short comments by Max Neef-
Jones, Wangari Maathai, and Herman Daly. It would
be excellent for Monthly Meeting discussions.

These are available only on the Internet.
But that means you can read or print the most reliable
information at no cost. I have marked with a (+)  sign
all titles with a strong spiritual content .

All these and more are in the Earthcare resources
list at <QEWnet.ning.com>,  where they are con-
stantly updated. Friends are invited to add their fa-
vorite titles and personal evaluations to this list. Such
a  “Quaker info exchange” could include discussion
guides, films & videos, art & literature, websites, and
scientific & economic reports of interest to Friends. It
would not become outdated as quickly as printed bib-
liographies.

In 2007 Keith Helmuth of the Quaker Institute for
the Future proposed that Monthly Meetings form
Circles of Discernment —discussion groups around
Earthcare topics. Facilitators of these circles can print
off readings with links within the QEWnet list (includ-
ing QEW publications). Groups could also view the
latest videos, including testimony by local people
around the world. FWCC’s Global Change consultations
will soon  add voices of local Friends in Asia, eastern
Europe, Latin America, and Africa.

Now to the books
I can’t possibly review everything. I hope other

Friends will  add  suggestions to the QEWnet Earthcare
list. It lacks cohousing, architecture, art and music,
multifaith, school and religious education materials,
novels, poems, prayers, and children’s literature.

Here are my top picks:

How to go green:  Franke James’s Bothered By
My Green Conscience  (New Society 2009) is a hu-
morous story by a suburban mom of her decision and
its importance for her children, with photos, cartoons,
and hand-drawn text; Van Jones’s The Green Collar
Economy (HarperOne 2009); Guy Dauncey’s The
Climate Challenge  (New Society 2009) with 101
practical suggestions; Rob Hopkins’s The Transition
Handbook (Green Books 2008). It offers tips on
community organizing, local currency, transitions to
zero carbon and a fair, simple, neighbourly lifestyle.
See Wikipedia entry on Transition Towns   for
links to the movement, wiki, videos and culture e-zine.

Quaker authors :  James Bruges’s The Big Earth
Book+  (2nd rev. ed. 2008). Order from Amazon.uk;
Peter Brown and others’ Right Relationship:
Building a Whole Earth Economy  (Berrett
Koehler 2009); QIAP’s The Future Control of
Food ; website of ConvergentFriends.org , which
attracts many of our most devoted youth; and Friends
Testimony on Economics readings (3 volumes
compiled by Ed Dreby, available on the QEW website).

Science and the economy:   All three Quaker
books above; New Yorker columnist John Cassidy’s
How Markets Fail  (Farrar Strass 2009) ; David
Korten, Agenda for a New Economy  (Berrett
Koehler 2009).

Climate deniers and who funds them:
James Hoggan’s Climate Cover-Up  (Greystone
2009) updates George Monbiot’s expose of the fossil-
funded denier/delayer industry. The author, a profes-
sional PR man, disgusted by the lies of his industry,
created Desmogblog and became chair of the David
Suzuki Foundation. The Climategate hacking that
doomed Copenhagen negotiations is the most recent
episode. See details in QEWnet in the thread
“IPCCgate,”  which contains rebuttals of deniers.

Calls to action:   Paul Hawken’s Blessed Unrest
(2006). For an updated version of the book’s direc-
tory see Hawken’s WiserEarth.org ; Oberlin profes-
sor and Obama energy-climate planner David Orr’s
Down to the Wire: Confronting Climate Col-
lapse (Oxford 2009); Al Gore’s Our Choice  (Rodale
2009); Lester Brown’s Plan B 4.0: Mobilizing to
Save Civilization (2009). Available online at
earth-policy.org ; Pat Murphy’s Plan C: Commu-
nity Survival Strategies for Peak Oil and Cli-
mate Change  (New Society 2008). Their solutions
differ, so readers may find it helpful to see which ac-
tion group each author is associated with in my online
Environmental Networks  discussion paper. v

All kinds of eco-resources

Resources for circles of discernment in Monthly Meetings
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by Joe Morris
Santa Monica (Calif.) Friends Meeting

MOST QUAKERS  seem to
consider themselves environ-
mentalists. Recent surveys
I’ve done of Friends in Pacific
Yearly Meeting show that
about 75 percent answer yes
to the question, “Have you
done significant actions to
heal the environment in the
last six months.” Still, the
number of committed
Earthcare activists, though
growing, remains small.
One likely reason is that few
have learned much about ef-
fective grassroots organizing.
Sadly, many people—after
several letter-writing or
fundraising attempts that
didn’t work—just give up.
They assume others don’t
care, when some basic orga-
nizing tips would have given
them success. QEW considers
this need so important that it
has chosen to make the tools of Earthcare activism
the theme of its fall Annual Meeting in 2010.

The book by Michael Jacoby Brown, Building
Powerful Community Organizations  (Arlington,
Mass.: Long Haul Press, 2006) goes a long way in
teaching these practical skills. Though not discussing
only environmental projects, his ideas work well, for
the effective strategies of holding a meeting, raising
money, recruiting volunteers and planning actions
cross all grassroots organizations. Brown, a 30-plus-
year veteran of training community organizations to
be effective, knows of what he speaks.

Above all, Brown emphasizes the need to be per-
sonal. We can only be effective in changing society by
developing a close, cooperative relationship with
other workers for the cause and with our constitu-
ency. Few would disagree. How to do it is less obvious.
To enlist someone’s help, Brown insists, talk with
them in person, preferably over a cup of coffee, espe-
cially if you have not yet met them. (Less powerful is a
phone call. E-mail generally means delete, delete.)
And listen to them for 80 percent of the conversation,
getting to know them and what they would most like
to do.

Consider personal needs and comfort levels as
well in having meetings. Make them convivial and
have a stated ending time. As Pete Seeger has advised,
“Don’t have a committee meeting, have a potluck.”
Don’t exhort, but encourage. Tell people repeatedly
your appreciation for their efforts.

Brown believes in concrete procedures and goals,
ones that can be observed to see if they worked. Con-
sider a monthly-meeting “minute” written to a public
official. Who will read it, will it have any effect? Ral-
lies and demonstrations can ignite the enthusiasm of
participants, but the organizers need to know how
best to get the word out to the media. And who will
arrange for the Porta-Potties?

BROWN’S “IRON RULE”  for organizing is “Never
do for people what they can do for themselves.” So-
licit ideas from people. Ask specific individuals to
take on tasks rather than asking who will volunteer, as
people look down at their shoes. This guideline de-
creases the chance of leader burnout and empowers
others.

A striking number of Brown’s tips accord with
Friends’ beliefs, such as the importance of listening,
instilling hope, and using democratic approaches to
decision-making. The difference is that he tells us how
it’s done.  v

Here are some practical tips for Earthcare activists

QEW trades in its website for
a newer,  user-friendlier model

THE NEXT TIME  you visit the QEW website,
<www.quakerearthcare.org> , you’ll notice
not only a new look but quite a few improvements
and new features.

Following an extensive over-
haul by a Burlington, Vt., graph-
ics firm, the QEW website now
includes the ability to donate,
register for meetings, and pur-
chase publications on-line.  In addition to a user-
friendlier navigation structure, there is also a direct
link to the new QEWnet blog.

If you want to find material on a particular topic,
there is a convenient “keyword search” feature that
will list for your convenience every page where that
topic or term appears in the website.

Most pages from the old website have been
transferred to the new site. If you’re not sure where
to find them, just check the “site map.”

WWW



BeFriending Creation  l    January-February 2010

9Walk With Earth update

After her ‘Walk With Earth,’ Rolene
is more optimistic about the future

I N  early December, Rolene
Walker, a retired sociologist and

member of San Francisco, Calif.,
Friends Meeting, completed her
2,500-mile “Walk With Earth”
from San Diego, Calif., to Santiago,
Chile. She arrived in overall good
health and high spirits, despite be-
ing some 30 pounds lighter and
having developed some asthma
from breathing exhaust fumes
along heavily traveled roads.

In the last BeFriending Cre-
ation,  Judy Lumb, a QEW Steering
Committee member who lives in
Belize, reflected on the portion of
the Walk With Earth that she
shared with Rolene through Ecua-
dor and the Galapagos Islands last
June

Rolene’s occasional blogs since
then described further adventures
as she continued alone down the
Pan-American Highway, accompa-
nied as before by a driver in a sup-
port camper-truck, covering about
12 miles a day on foot.

Border crossings made her
anxious because she never knew
when a border official might try to
exact bribes or find excuses to
keep her from entering the coun-

try. Once, Rolene suffered a
minor injury when her truck
ran over her leg. In early No-
vember she and her driver
were terrified as they dodged
mudslides and large falling
boulders on a narrow section
of a mountainous coastal
route that had steep drop-
offs and overhanging cliffs.

Despite occasional scares and
hardships, Rolene was enchanted
by the beautiful Peruvian Andes.
She wrote that the coast reminded
her of the Big Sur area of northern
California, and this made her
homesick.

In Lima, Peru, after long
stretches where she had met few
people, Rolene resumed her busy
schedule of meetings with students
and community groups. In one
week she talked to four university
classes and about nine high school
groups, along with five radio
shows, one newspaper, three
churches, and an environmental
group. She listened to a group that
was resisting a plan to divert their
municipal water supply to a new
mining venture. She also had pleas-
ant visits with members of Quaker

churches in the area.
Rolene’s arrival in Santiago de

Chile on December 1st was a kind of
homecoming. Although she had
not been in Chile before, she knew
this was where her father and
grandparents had once lived. She
was impressed with the way the
city was laid out and managed, with
efficient metro and bus lines and
many beautiful parks and tree-
lined streets. The area looked very
similar to Central Valley of Califor-
nia, she said.

While in Santiago she met with
students in a high school that is
focused on the environment, and
she talked with several leading en-
vironmentalists. She also con-
ducted two solar oven workshops.

ALTHOUGH  she was eager to
  return to the U.S. after hav-

ing been away from her family so
long, Rolene decided to stay
around long enough to help with an
appropriate-technology confer-
ence in southern Peru that was
planned for February 2010.

Rolene told a Chilean reporter,
“This is a pilgrimage, and the idea
is to see the earth as sacred space.
I have a better sense of humanity
after this walk,”  she reflected.
“There is so much going on in Latin
America, and I am more optimistic
now for our future than four years
ago. The young people I have met
are so passionate about the earth,
and there lies our hope.”  v

Rolene enters Santiago on December 1 st

Earth Mama’s new album
tells us to ‘pay attention’
JOYCE ROUSE,  aka “Earth
Mama,” a Quaker from Virginia,
has just released a new album
called Pay Attention , with 12 up-
beat songs that celebrate the
earth. Only by “paying attention”
to the wisdom of Nature can we
learn to live sustainably on our
only home, the earth. Nature al-
ways has the last word,” she says.

One song, “And Everybody
Else,” asks God to “bless America
and everybody else.” Another
track, “One Breath,”  motivates
listeners to tackle any challenge

“one breath at a time.”
The title track was inspired by

the artist’s imagined conversation
with Chief Seattle, Rachel Carson,
and Saint Francis of Assisi.
Order from <www.earthmama.org> .

Go to <www.walkwithearth.org>.
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IT WILL SOON BE TIME  for Quaker meetings and
groups to apply for the QEW Mini-grants.

The application form can be downloaded
from < www.Quakerearthcare.org>.  The appli-
cation is due by May 1, 2010. We plan to fund
at least eight grants that offer $250 matching
funds for your environmental project. While
not required, we always appreciate it if your
Meeting participates in QEW and has a copy
of the BeFriending Creation  newsletter
available in your library.

The funded projects for 2009 included
the installation of energy efficient Meeting
House windows; a Meeting House composting system
& community garden; a “Weed Wrench” and
composting material for a historic Quaker cemetery; a
new Energy Star refrigerator; a Friends/community
herb garden project; and a project for de-leading the
soil around a Meeting House. Three additional grants
were for a summer camp program offering environ-
mental programming, a Friends School environmental
workshop, and a project to rehabilitate a part of a
Friends Meeting nature preserve. We are impressed
with both the outreach and the practical applications
of the Mini-Grants. Every project presented reflects a
highly effective way to help our environment.

One mini-grant recipient, Scattergood Friends
School, has plans for a very inspiring project. The
school will offer an environmental class March-May
of 2010 for juniors and seniors of Scattergood Friends
School. The class will be led by Scattergood parent
and energy conservation specialist David Abazs,
<www.round-river.com> .

The first month the class will be home based on
the Scattergood campus and will be in preparation for
the second half of the class. At the end of April the
class will head to northern Minnesota to canoe down
the Mississippi River , <www.paddlefortheplanet.net >.
The group expects to give presentations along the way
to schools, churches, and other interested groups. The
canoe trip will culminate with a river rally in the
southern part of the state.

During the month of preparation, the students will
be studying issues related to farming and energy con-
sideration specific to that region of the Mississippi
along with more general energy and water conserva-
tion topics. The students will have input on the specif-
ics of their areas of study, how it relates to the
Scattergood community’s energy and water usage, as
well as effects on the health of the river and its inhab-
itants. The students will also be preparing for and

practicing their presentations.
We look forward to your QEW mini-grant pro-

posals. Please remember that our grant
program is supported by donations. You
can include an extra donation for the

mini-grant program with your dona-
tion to Quaker Earthcare Wit-
ness. If you have questions
about the QEW Mini-grants,

please contact me at:
Ruth Hamilton

PO Box 440
Magdalena, NM 87825

<Ruth@ArtsCanHeal.com><www.artscanheal.com>
Cell phone:  919/943-8834 (leave message)

More QEW Mini-grants available for 2010

HERE IS A GREAT SPEECH  by the Archbishop
Bartolomew of the Eastern Orthodox Church at
Georgetown University (my alma mater) on the
non-violent pursuit of social change, care for the
health of welfare of all in the community and
respect and love of the environment as God’s
creation:

http://www.youtube.com/ watch?v=ERzZPL6YXz8

This may be a way to
reach those conservative
Friends who fear caring for
Creation can lead to idolatry.
His talk evokes Quaker testi-
monies—though he uses dif-
ferent terminology—Asceti-
cism instead of Simplicity,
for instance, or Non-violence
instead of Peace, Respect,
and Love of God’s creation
instead of Earthcare. . . it’s all there.

Very moving and informative! He’s got stuff in
here about the connection between Gandhi and
Tolstoy I didn’t know about.

Maybe we can link this to the QEW website?
Anyhow, I am so moved at how the Sufi tradi-

tion and the Eastern Orthodox tradition are con-
verging with the sensibilities of QEW and liberal
Catholics. Don’t know where the Jews are on this
although they must have a similar development.

—Angela Manno
New York City

Earthcare by any other name...
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us that we live in intimate relation-
ship and kinship with each other,
the earth, and the Divine.

Grounded in reci-
procity, reconcilia-
tion, simplicity, and
nonviolence, this
awareness can guide
us toward a deeper
integrity, a reverence
for the human and
natural communities
upon which we de-
pend, and more sus-
tainable ways of living.

—Pamphlet #403,
36 pp, $5.00+S&H,
<www.pendlehill.org/
bookstore/catalog/>

or Pendle Hill Publications, 338
Plush Mill Rd., Wallingford, PA
19086-6023.

QEW supporter writes Pendle Hill Pamphlet,
Integrity, Ecology, and Community

HOW CAN WE CHANGE the
direction of our impact on the
earth and begin to
undo the damage we
have wrought on so
many species, includ-
ing our own? Can we
depend on techno-
logical, political,
and economic solu-
tions alone?

Jennie Ratcliffe
of Durham (N.C.)
Friends Meeting,
a QEW supporter,
draws on her years
of experience and
reflection as a sci-
entist and active participant
in peace and ecological concerns.
She believes that a deeper trans-
formation is needed. A spiritual
awareness of our oneness reminds

Earthcare Calendar
February 7, 2010.  Deadline for

article submissions for March-April
2010 BeFriending Creation.

April 22–25, 2010.  Spring meeting
of the QEW Steering Committee at
the Cenacle Center in Chicago.

IN ALL ITS STAGES,
from the production of
weapons through combat
to cleanup and restora-
tion, war entails actions
that pollute land, air, and
water, destroy bio-diver-
sity, and drain natural
resources. This 56-
minute film by filmmak-
ers Alice and Lincoln Day
shows how the environ-
mental damage occasioned by war
and preparation for war is rou-
tinely underestimated, under-re-
ported, even ignored. The environ-
ment remains war's “silent
casualty.”

Activities that do such damage
cry out for far-reaching public
scrutiny. The very sustainability of
our planet is at stake. We can no
longer maintain silence about the
environmental impact of war on
the grounds that such scrutiny is

“inconvenient” or “callous” at a
time when human life is so endan-
gered. If we cannot eliminate war,
we can at least require a fuller ac-
counting of war’s costs and conse-
quences, and demand that destruc-
tive forces used in our name leave a
lighter footprint on this highly vul-
nerable planet.

Finalist, 2008 Panda Awards.
New in QEW’s lending library.

Also available from <http://
scarredlandsfilm.com>. v

SCARRED LANDS

W OUNDED LIVES
&

The Environmental
Footprint of War

New, groundbreaking video
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THE EXCITEMENT  and revelatory insights that I
found upon being introduced to the new story of the
evolutionary universe led
to my painting a  Tree of
Life. As a student of biol-
ogy and then as a biology
teacher, I had not been
able to find a way of under-
standing the world that ad-
equately honored my reli-
gious experience and spiri-
tual longings. The objecti-
fied worldview of the sci-
ence I’d been taught
seemed to deny the value
of those very experiences
and hopes.

The story of our emer-
gence out of the molten ma-
terial of the early Earth, coupled with discoveries
from physics, tells us of our full participation in both
the visible and non-visible dimension of things. It
opens wide several windows to a change in assump-
tions that I found personally most important and ones
that I’ve come to understand can also address some of
the largely unconscious alienation from Earth that is
characteristic of so many Western people. The Tree of
Life was a way of depicting both the unified diversity
of the biological/human world and at the same time,
the mysterious non-visible depth of things.

A number of paintings followed over the years. I
experimented with images that express something
about the meaning made available by the new story.
Carl Jung understood that through images we may
sometimes grasp what is not fully known rationally.
Several of my paintings include Celtic knots, which are
also called endless patterns. A total of 20 watercolors

and collages with reflections about each one are part
of a website <http://newuniversestory.com>.

The collage on this
page is The Magnificent
Cosmos. In the back-
ground of this painting is
the Hubble deep field, a
most remarkable photo-
graph taken by the Hubble
telescope in outer space.
The telescope, with the
lens open for an extended
period, focused on a part
of the sky that is dark to
Earthbound telescopes.
The telescope captured the
faint light from countless,
previously unseen distant
galaxies which are pic-

tured in the collage as small spheres and oblongs in
the dark sky.

EACH PERSON’S HISTORY  does extend back into
the time when galaxies were formed and even before.
I don’t think we have the language or the capacity to
grasp and express what this may mean! I find that our
remarkable origin offers a certain grandeur and
worth to every person and to the natural world as we
all have arisen out of such an unfathomably long, cre-
ative process. This story of our origins can be the
occasion of an awakening to the mystery, grandeur,
and intrinsic wisdom of Earth and universe—a gran-
deur and wisdom that are offered to us as well.

—Mary Coelho
Friends Meeting at Cambridge (Mass.)

Mary has  provided artwork for several QEW publi-
cations, including the logo on BFC’s front cover.—ed.

‘The Magnificent Cosmos’  celebrated by Quaker watercolor artist

The Magnificent Cosmos


