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‘It’s all a question of story.’

EVERY  roof rainwater-
  harvested and all land

arable and planted with food.”
These words could have been
spoken by a permaculturist.
They are part of the dream of
Kanagabai, the director of
Gramiya, an Indian non-gov-
ernmental organization (NGO)
working with some of Earth’s
poorest people. I met her and
perhaps a hundred more
women with whom she works
when I was visiting Right Shar-
ing of World Resources
(RSWR)* sites in the state of
Tamil Nadu, India. I was see-
ing on the ground the work
that a few dollars—in the form
of RSWR micro-grants—are
able to do when invested in
projects that meet RSWR cri-
teria, ones that are ecologically
sustainable, income-generating, and locally-sourced
for local consumption.

As I visited with the village women at their head-
quarters, I heard a story from one of a trip to New
Delhi. Mari Kannu may never have traveled outside
her village, but with the help of her women’s self-help
group (collective) she traveled the length of the In-
dian subcontinent to lobby the prime minister to pro-

hibit the sale of “terminator” seeds, those which are
intentionally bred to produce crops without viable

seeds, making farm-
ers dependent on
seed manufacturers.
She carried with her
some of the organic
produce her Self-
Help Group pro-
duces, to show him
that organic farming
is preferable. In re-
sponse, the prime
minister took action
which discontinued
the sale of bio-engi-
neered eggplant seed
in Tamil Nadu.

Jayalaxmi
spreads organic
farming skills to her
neighbors, who love
the taste of her veg-
etables, which are
grown with worm
compost and roof-

top harvested rainwater—methods learned from
Gramiya with funding through RSWR. The list goes
on. Lives are being changed in these women’s fami-
lies and in their communities as Self-Help Groups
offer training to their neighbors in such areas as
agro-forestry, farm management, water cultivation,
and cattle husbandry for milk production.

These projects are part of a grassroots revolu-
tion in food production and community develop-
ment. With the help of NGOs and revolving loan
programs based on RSWR micro-grants, village
women are banding together in Self-Help Groups to

Can we share the world’s resources
while protecting the diversity of life?

by Viv Hawkins
Central Philadelphia Friends Meeting

Chitra left) is a member of the Atthipoo Self-Help Group
in Tamil Nadu. They grow p apayas, guavas, mangos, and
bananas, along with flowers for sale in the local market.
Chitra's husband Cheenadurai (right) had worked for two
years in Singapore as a manual laborer transporting
burnt ash—grueling, unhealthy work that separated the
family and yielded little income. The couple hope for con-
tinual, gradual development as they support their four
children and their father-in-law (center).

“

*In 2009 RSWR approved grants totaling $277,500 for
56 partner projects in Asia and Africa. To learn more
about Quaker-run RSWR and how you can support its work
in India, Sierra Leone, and Kenya, visit <www.rswr.org>
or write to Right Sharing of World Resources, 101 Quaker
Hill Dr., Richmond IN, 47374; or call 765/966.0314.
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Right Sharing and Earthcare

reverse the many disastrous ef-
fects of the “Green Revolution”
that was promoted in India and
other countries in the 1960s and
1970s.

We who seek to save the earth
and all its inhabitants can learn
from the techniques and technologies
used by these women. The solidarity engendered by
the Self-Help Group experience is phenomenal. One
member said, “Our collateral is the faith we have in
each other.” Their personal testimonies are powerful
affirmations of the value of covenantal relationships
complemented with micro-grants to save and improve
the vitality of their individual lives, families, and com-
munities. One member said, “The Self-Help Group is
not for individual gain; it is to build up the group and,
thereby, the village.” These women witness to that
fact. Women surviving and succeeding shine in the
context of a culture where girl children are perceived
as a burden and where male-to-female ratios suggest
female feticide and/or infanticide. They shine in a glo-
bal economy where maximization of shareholder
profit results in the rape of our mother Earth and all
our relations. Our Transition Town movement could
learn from the solidarity and ingenuity they display.

Having worked with the Nature Conservancy, I
have a special place in my heart for “protecting the
diversity of life on Earth.” In recent years, those
whom I consider endangered have grown beyond
many of Earth’s flora and fauna to include the one-half
of the world’s humans who exist on less than $2 per
day. Jayalxmi and Mari Kannu might not be with us
today were it not for the micro-grant that allowed
them to feed themselves and their families. Along with
Kanagabai, they are champions for the earth.

Roland Kreager, executive director of Right Shar-
ing of World Resources, says, “RSWR and our part-
ners do organic/permaculture-oriented projects not
because it is the environmentally right thing to do (it
is), but because it is the only sustainable (which is to
say, viable) option for the upliftment and empower-
ment of very poor people.”

By including ecological sustainability, for the
project and the planet, in its grant-making criteria,
RSWR’s mission complements that of Quaker
Earthcare Witness—most concretely the QEW-sup-
ported Finca La Bella (“Beautiful Farm”) project in
Costa Rica. Working together, we can care for the
whole “commonwealth of life on Earth” —the planet
and its inhabitants, including the very poor people in
our midst. May it be so! v

The North American cities of Toronto, Chicago,
New York, Detroit, Boston, and Saint Paul, Minne-
sota, are helping the earth. We are also doing it in
Denver, Colorado, and Cleveland, Ohio, will soon join
the list. In Europe, the whole of Austria and Switzer-
land are also helping the earth.

We have the cooperation of the owners of the tall
buildings in Denver, who have agreed to turn off the
lights in their empty offices. Most of the buildings are
now dark late at night. The owners are saving a con-
siderable amount of money—one Denver building cut
their electricity bill by $250,000 a year.

By keeping lights off, less carbon dioxide and
other pollutants go into the air. Rather than list all
those numbers that tell us how much sulfur dioxide,
nitrous oxide, and other pollutants are released, I will
tell you that the American Lung Association of Colo-
rado and perhaps the most distinguished respiratory
hospital in the world—National Jewish—have en-
dorsed our campaign because we now have cleaner air
and that helps all of us.

By turning off the lights in our skyscrapers at
night we also help our birds. They migrate at night by

using the stars. When clouds block their
view they are attracted to the lights

and either crash into the lighted
office building or circle it until
they fall to the ground dead or
exhausted, where they are con-
sumed by a scavenger such as a

crow or rat. Millions of birds die
in this way every year.

These campaigns have a differ-
ent name in every city. We call ours

Safe Skies Colorado. We have made the air cleaner
and slowed global warming just a bit by having a little
less pollution. Our Safe Skies program is endorsed
and supported by our major energy company, Xcel.

Our first interest in this saga was to help reduce
migratory bird mortality. The Field Museum in Chi-
cago found that bird mortality can be reduced by 80
percent if the lights are turned off in tall buildings at
night. This not only spares millions of migratory birds
it reduces air pollution and slows down global warm-
ing. All of this is done by saving the building owners
large sums of money, so Safe Skies Colorado and all
the other lights-out programs win for all of us.

— Joe Bartell
Mountain View (Colo.) Friends Mtg.

It’s the ‘light thing to do’

To learn about Chicago’s “Lights Out” program and
what you can do, see <http://lightsout.audubon.org/>
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I  FEEL honored to have been chosen as the next
 clerk of QEW’s Steering Committee—and also a

little scared! Having worked for peace, justice, and
ecological sustainability most of my life, being clerk
of this wonderful organization is a re-
sponsibility I take seriously.

Let me start by introducing myself:
From my first meeting of Quaker
Earthcare Witness in 2002 I knew that
I had found my spiritual home. Since
then I have served as Steering Commit-
tee recording clerk and as clerk of the
Sustainability: Faith & Action working
group. I was active in the QEW Popula-
tion Concerns interest group before it
merged with the S:F&A working group.

For the past 33 years I have prac-
ticed obstetrics and gynecology in
Durango, Colo., and I have served on
the National Medical Committee of
Planned Parenthood. I am a member of
Durango Monthly Meeting, where I am
active on its Peace & Social Concerns Committee. I
also serve as vice president of the board of Durango
Nature Studies, which gets kids outside so that they
will value (and preserve) the natural world.

All told, I have had 18 years of Quaker educa-
tion—14 at Germantown (Pa.) Friends School and
four at Swarthmore College. I joined Germantown
Friends Meeting when I was nine years old.

When I was in high school I decided that I wanted
to do something for peace, but had the wisdom to re-
alize that my aptitude does not lie in politics. Even
before many people began advocating zero popula-
tion growth, I was aware that population pressure can
increase the likelihood of war.

In college I started the process of becoming a
conscientious objector, and in medical school I found
the place where I would perform my alternative ser-
vice. After a year of internship, my wife Gay and I
headed to northern New Mexico, where I was the first
doctor to live in the small Hispanic town of Questa.
The birth of our first son David in nearby Taos was an
excellent experience and helped to move me toward
the specialty of obstetrics and gynecology.

We chose Durango as the best of several places we
looked at to raise our two sons. I am now working
part time—and I still enjoy the thrill of helping babies
into the world and helping women be healthy and to
realize their reproductive goals.

Although Gay has taught for many years in public
and private schools, she is now mainly volunteering
for Durango Nature Studies.

Community is another of the Quaker testimonies
that we have endeavored to incorporate into our per-

sonal lives. For the past decade Gay
and I have been members of Heart-
wood, a co-housing community of 45
adults and 25 children near Durango,
where we have been learning to live
more sustainably by sharing resources
and growing a lot of our food organi-
cally. (I plan to feature Heartwood in a
future column.)

QEW provides another kind of
wonderful community experience by
bringing together for mutual support
and enlightenment Friends who carry a
spiritual concern for the well-being of
Earth and all its inhabitants. Perhaps
this is the organization’s main mission.
I feel revitalized after each QEW meet-
ing that I have attended.

Although most Quakers are accustomed to living
simply (especially when compared to most U.S. citi-
zens), we in QEW and elsewhere are becoming aware
of the urgent need to decrease our carbon emissions.
Emissions related to attendance at QEW meetings are
now offset by a small fee (which goes to Native En-
ergy) that is included in the registration fee. The
Steering Committee and some of its committees are
planning to experiment with virtual meetings, using
Internet technology, in order to cut down on some of
our travel.

T H E key concern for us as Friends is to “live in
right relationship with all Creation, recognizing

that the entire world is interconnected and a manifes-
tation of God.”  As a scientist I am amazed to learn
how closely we are related to other species through
the great web of life.

We see our work as “integrating into the beliefs
and practices of the Religious Society of Friends the
truth that God’s Creation is to be respected, protected,
and held in reverence in its own right, and the truth
that human aspirations for peace and justice depend
upon restoring the earth’s ecological integrity.”

Part of my job as clerk, then, is to support those
who are doing this work. Please help me to be effec-
tive in that role by staying in touch. My e-mail is:
<richard@population-matters.org> .  v

Please help me to be effective in this big responsibility!
Dick Grossman

QEW Steering Committee clerk

Dick Grossman at QEW’s
2009 Annual Meet ing
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Dear QEW Friends,
Is it time for QEW to let go of carbon foot-

printing? My short answer is no, but my plea is
to focus our energy on a much larger project.
My problem with our efforts at [calculating our
carbon footprints], or driving less and in more
efficient cars, or lobbying for more responsible
government action, is that while these are useful
and important they often distract us from the true
scale and depth of the predicament we are in. We
are working on relieving symptoms  instead of heal-
ing the deeper disease. Relieving symptoms is essen-
tial, even critical, work, but as a spiritual community
perhaps healing the disease is our greater calling.

Centuries before there were any ideas of peak oil
or climate change, thoughtful people observed with
sadness and dismay the abuse and detachment with
which their fellow humans interacted with nature.
Here is a modern English version of William Penn
writing in 1682:

It would go a long way toward cautioning and
directing people in the use of Nature, if they
were better educated and knowledgeable
about the Creation of it. For how could human-
ity find the confidence to abuse Nature, while
they see the Great Creator in all and every part
of it, starring them in the face?

The global predicament we find ourselves in today
is not rooted in fossil-fuels, industrialization, technol-
ogy or growth-dependent economics. These are sim-
ply manifestations of the real cause: our failure to live
in connectedness, solidarity and right-relationship
with all aspects of the world around us.

The earth, with all its abundance of resources and
diversity of life, is the only home we humans have. We
share this home with all the life in the earth’s bio-
sphere. Together we are part of the interdependent
life cycles and ecosystems by which Nature keeps ev-
erything in dynamic balance and keeps reinventing

itself anew. We can choose to work with  Nature, hon-
oring its systems of balance to help us flourish, or we
can choose to try to control  Nature to our advantage,
to gain more wealth, power, and comfort. We can
choose to be an integral part  of nature from which we
are inseparable, or we can choose to see Nature as
“other,” separate from us, a resource, gift, or object
for us to enslave, harvest, or ignore.

But what if we only want enough for our fair
share? What if we humbly accept our small place in

the biosphere and delight in the mutual flour-
ishing  of the whole commonwealth of

life in which we live?
This is a radically different

vision of our role in the world
than has been typical of [human]

history. This is not a vision of plun-
derers or victims, not even of stew-

ards or disciples, but of partners, neigh-
bors, and co-inhabitants with all life, shar-

ing the earth in awe and humility and doing it
with equality, simplicity, integrity and peace,

having learned to live in harmony with conflict.
How do we change? How do we return to the path

that honors Creation and reconnects us with awe and
humility to our home? How are we to live in a way that
nourishes deep intimacy with our inward faith and
right relationship with our outward world? Can we
give up the idea that we, individually and as a species,
are in any way superior or entitled regarding our use
of other humans, other life forms or any of the other
resources of the earth? Can we honor and obey Na-
ture as our only home and source of all our wellbeing
and survival? Can we share her abundance equitably
with all life?

We Quakers have been hiding our light under a
bushel, and we are not alone. But historically we have
from time to time risen above our adaptations to pre-
vailing culture and witnessed our continuing revela-
tion of the Truth. I see the opportunity for us to do
this again. We could follow the logic of our Quaker
testimonies and open our hearts to a deep connected-
ness with all of God’s creation. We could witness right
relationship. Some say that people are not ready to
receive such witness, not ready for the spiritual di-
mensions of our environmental and economic pre-
dicament. I suspect that it is we who are not ready, we
who fear the change that will be unleashed by tapping
into our core values. As long as we are dealing with
incremental physical/mental change, we remain in

We need a deeper, values-based response
to  climate change
George Owen, sustainability coordinator at Pendle
Hill Quaker Conference and Study Center, helped com-
pile the questionnaire that was used in the QEW-spon-
sored “Carbon Reduction Pledge” at the 2009 Friends
General Conference Gathering. Since then, George
and others have been discussing whether such a num-
bers-based tool is the best way for QEW to witness on
the issue of harmful climate change.  He shared the
following thoughts with the QEW discussions list.

Values, next page >>
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by Mary Gilbert
QEW representative to the UN

control. But once we surrender to Spirit, once our
hearts are broken open, once we allow our Light to
shine out, we have no choice but to follow.

Without this deeper value-based response, I fear
that we will keep falling victim to relaxing our vigi-
lance every time things improve, however slightly or
temporarily. If our actions are measured in response
to conditions, then conditions rule. But if instead our
actions keep referencing our deepest evolving values,
then our values rule, and that is where we need to be
for a sustainable future.

T H E economist Milton Friedman also writes about
this idea: Only a crisis—actual or perceived—pro-

duces real change. When that crisis occurs, the ac-
tions that are taken depend on the [values] that are
lying around. We are surrounded by our technology
and growth-dependent economy, but let us not be dis-
tracted by the values that have led us ever more disas-
trously into our current global predicament. Instead
let us ask what are our  gifts that we Quakers can bring
forward? What values do we have lying around?

Dear F/friends,
 It is now definite that I will be attending the 15th

UN Conference of the Parties on climate change in
Copenhagen in December. I have a room and a plane

ticket. I don’t know what I’ll
find there, except enormous
division between the posi-
tions of the “developed”
countries and the “develop-
ing” countries, and some
planned civil disobedience. 

 Some informed predic-
tions say COP15 could be a

total failure, with no agreement reached at all.
 The U.S. delegation, from our State Department,

has said that this country will not sign on to anything
we cannot get through our Senate. This means that the
inability of our House and Senate to pass strong cli-
mate legislation, and to get to it this year, sets a low
ceiling on the international world’s ability to respond
to climate threats to our living planet. 

 If you have been thinking that the outcome of
the COP 15 talks could put pressure on the U.S. to do
a better job on climate, think again.  It’s the other way
around.   Please, in your committees, Meetings, neigh-
borhoods and hearts, labor to discern what you might
do to affect national climate policy right here.  v

Minute about the Copenhagen
UN Climate Change Summit

Approved by the Quaker Earthcare Witness 
Steering Committee October 9, 2009

December 7th through 18th  of 2009 our
attention will be on the Copenhagen Climate
Change Summit as the world’s leaders come to-
gether to discuss the environmental fate of the
planet.  Quaker Earthcare Witness joins with
Friends World Committee for Consultation-Euro-
pean and Middle East Section and other Quaker orga-
nizations by endorsing the climate statement
prepared by Britain Yearly Meeting  in ad-
vance of the Copenhagen Conference. (See Septem-
ber-October 2009 BeFriending Creation .) We are
grateful for the initiative and leadership of British
Friends who are providing a catalyst for reflection
and discernment among Friends.

 A global consensus is emerging  on the
urgency for action, to implement words and inten-
tions, for all who live on our fragile planet. As the
leaders of the world gather at this occasion we call
for bold decisions—a 35-percent reduction in
CO2 emissions by 2020, working toward the
goal of stabilizing total atmospheric CO2 from the
present 387 ppm to less than 350 ppm .  The un-
limited resources of human and divine spirit and
imagination need to be embraced as we act.

Everywhere new life is trying to emerge from the old.
How do we forge what progress we have made into a
new vision? What kind of world do we want? How do
we practice and witness a new flowering from our
deepest roots?

I find that I am called to contribute positively to
the “values that are lying around.” My hope is that we
will all  be called to seek greater connection with and
compassion for all of God’s creation. My vision is that
we will then feel the consequences of our actions so
deeply that we will gather ourselves in community to
radically change our lives. This will not be easy work.
For courage, resolve, love and forgiveness, we will
need each other more than ever. But we can be joyful
in our strong Quaker roots and delight in the flourish-
ing of community and movement of Spirit amongst us
as we do this work. And we can celebrate returning
home to our Earth, home to our brothers and sisters
in the vast commonwealth of life, grieving for the
damage that has been done and working together on a
brighter future.

—George Owen

There’s work to be done at home
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CARBON  footprint measures: valid information
 or dan gerous nonsense? I have serious misgiv-

ings about the recent interest in carbon-footprint
measures by some QEW supporters. Granted,
these spreadsheet-style “calculators” can
make us more aware of our individual
contributions to the rising levels of at-
mospheric CO2. But they can also give
amazingly inaccurate results about
how much each of us contributes, and
in what activity. Probably more harm-
ful—focusing on these scales can seri-
ously downplay the inward and outward
work we need to do in working together to
reverse greenhouse gas emissions.

For example, “Carbon Reduction Pledges” at the
recent Friends General Conference (September-Octo-
ber 2009 BeFriending Creation ) may well have in-
spired some sincere efforts to eliminate waste and use
energy more efficiently, while ostensibly offsetting
the carbon emissions attributable to the travel of
speakers and FGC staff to this year’s Gathering. But do
we Friends understand what these numbers really
mean? Are we really facing the truth of what needs to
be done to avoid the worst effects of harmful climate
change? Probably not.

As the perils of climate change draw ever closer,
preoccupation with carbon footprint measurements
has intensified. The term has become a household as
well as a corporate term, not only in this country, but
around the world. Carbon footprint seems easy to de-
fine and understand, and it can be subdivided into
various activities like driving, air conditioning, and
dietary choice. What’s not to like?

As a social-science professor who for decades has
trained graduate students to give and critique tests, I
have been struck by their initial faith that, if a scale is
published, it must be accurate. If it yields numerical
scores and looks to have “face validity,” a scale is ac-
cepted as scientifically valid, even if it has nary a sen-
tence on how the results were derived.

Going online, I recently filled out carbon footprint
calculators from five major organizations, using the
same data for a single adult with rather boringly aver-
age mileage driven, heating energy used, and other
lifestyle factors. A sixth was for an “ecological” foot-
print survey. Below is how my “Mr. Green” scores in
annual tons of CO2 equivalent emitted:

Too simple?

We need more than calculators to see the truth
about climate change

Concerns about carbon footprinting

Berkeley Institute of the Environment, 23.0
The Carbon Fund, 5.3
Carbonfootprint.com, 13.0
Environmental Defense Fund, 11.6
Environmental Protection Agency, 29.0
From 5.3 to 29, the range of scores stretches over

500 percent! To say that estimation of carbon foot-
print remains a primitive science puts it mildly. Ex-

amining the individual items on the scales
gives some hunches to explain these big

disparities:
1. Phrasing of questions.  The

Environmental Defense Fund survey,
for instance, gives three choices for
inputting mileage driven: under 8,000
miles, 8,000 to 16,000 miles, and

above 16,000 miles. Most other tests ask
for the exact mileage, resulting in more pre-

cise measures of emissions.
2. Omission of emission sources.  The EPA

scale, unlike the other measures, leaves out air miles,
arguing that the complexities (e.g., size of plane, how
filled it was) make it impractical to calibrate. The Car-
bon Fund skips questions about food consumed or
conservation measures, like efficient lighting or
EnergyStar™ appliances.

3. Differing sources of baseline data.  The
measures draw on varying sources—EPA, DOE, WRI,
and others—to derive calculations. Some sources of
data are considerably more recent than others. As a
result, on such a mundane index as car emissions, the
Nature Conservancy measure estimated twice as
much per mile as the EPA scale.

The Ecological Footprint Quiz from
Redefiningprogress.org also has considerable meth-
odological problems. Its short questionnaire over-
looks such crucial areas as home heating, and its
website leaves users clueless about where and how the
scores were derived. (This measure has been used in
environmental discussions at FGC Gatherings.)

Of the five carbon-footprint scales, the
CoolClimate Indicator of the Berkeley (Calif.) Insti-
tute of the Environment measure is a standout. Its
questions are the most comprehensive, and it is the
only one examined that clearly documents its calcula-
tions. The fact that this instrument comes from a stel-
lar university research group and is not connected to
fundraising suggests that it may be more objective.
You can find it at <http://coolclimate.berkeley.edu >.
Of course, since wide disagreement still exists on what
constitutes a valid measure, we cannot conclude with

Footprint,  next page >>

Joe Morris
Santa Monica (Calif.) Friends Meeting
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certainty that one is better than another.
Several environmental educators to whom I’ve

conveyed my dissatisfactions have responded that,
though “not perfect,” the results still are close enough
to be useful and also help to sensitize people to their
impact on the planet. Yet measures that vary as much
as five times cannot give meaningful data, and conclu-
sions from them are often more related to the choice
of the measure than the actual emissions.

Most all carbon footprint calculators are linked to
solicitations, which alone might raise some concern.
Carbon offset companies offer potential donors online
measures to compute their footprints, connecting to a
space for their VISA numbers.

Continued use of flawed measure forces on us
ethical questions about our responsibility to the truth.
They can hinder the spread of environmental concern
if conservatives can attack them as scare tactics to
manipulate people to make costly changes in their
lifestyles.

These devices are intended to encourage their
users to make Earth-friendly changes. This can be
accomplished in a number of ways. A few months ago,
I sat in on an adult education session held by Central
Coast Friends Meeting in San Luis Obispo, Calif. The
presenters first gave a 15-minute talk, accompanied
by an informative one-page fact sheet on some spe-
cific causes of emissions (e.g., “an average mile of
driving produces a pound of CO2”). Attendees dis-
cussed what they were already doing—a surprising
amount—and what they might do in the future, learn-
ing from each other. It was an hour well spent. It fo-
cused less on the problems, more on the solutions.

T H E very concept of an individual carbon foot
print can be quite misleading. Consider for a mo-

ment any activity for which your involvement results
in emissions and you will see that the responsibility is
also collective, not due to a single person. The emis-
sions from your tailpipe are, yes, due to your taking
that extra trip to the grocery. But it is also derives
from auto manufacturers’ making inefficient cars,
inadequate public transportation, and a culture that
devalues walking.

You don’t deduct CO2 from your total by attend-
ing city council to oppose an unneeded shopping cen-
ter or organizing a writing campaign for an environ-
mental bill. Actions like these cannot be quantified.
We also desperately need to do them. To get to that
hearing or to someone’s house to write letters, we may
need to drive or carpool, adding more pounds of CO2
to the atmosphere.

That’s not only an okay trade-off, it may be essen-
tial to our being Earthcare activists. v

Concerns about carbon footprinting

Interfaith Declaration
on Climate Change  

STEWARDSHIP AND REVERENCE for creation
are central tenets of all faiths on Earth. Yet today we
are endangering life on Earth with dangerous levels of
greenhouse gas emissions. These gases are destabiliz-
ing the global climate system, heating the Earth, acidi-
fying the oceans, and putting both humanity and all
living creatures at unacceptable risk.

The extraordinary delicacy of Nature’s balance is
becoming increasingly apparent, even as human ac-
tions inflict ever larger, more dangerous and poten-
tially irreversible changes on the indivisible web of
atmosphere, earth, ocean and life that is creation. To-
day our faiths stand united in their call to care for the
Earth, and to protect the poor and the suffering.
Strong action on climate change is imperative by the
principles and traditions of our faiths and the collec-
tive compassion, wisdom and leadership of humanity.
We recognize the science of climate change, and we
call for global leaders to adopt strong, binding, sci-
ence based targets for the reduction of greenhouse
gases in order to avert the worst dangers of a climate
crisis. We urge the nations of Earth to ensure that
those who will suffer under climate induced changes
such as more severe storms, floods, droughts and ris-
ing seas, be aided to adapt, survive and equitably
prosper.

We recognize that climate change is not merely an
economic or technical problem, but rather at its core
is a moral, spiritual and cultural one. We therefore
pledge to join together to teach and guide the people
who follow the call of our faiths. We must all learn to
live together within the shared limits of our planet.

We recognize that just as climate change presents
us with great challenges, so too it offers great opportu-
nities. Mitigating climate change can stimulate econo-
mies sustainably, protect our planet, lift up the poor,
and unite to a common cause people threatened by a
common danger. Assisting vulnerable communities
and species to survive and adapt to climate change
fulfills our calling to wisdom, mercy, and the highest
of human moral and ethical values.

We commit ourselves to action—to changing our
habits, our choices, and the way we see the world—to
learning and teaching our families, friends, and faiths
—to conserving the limited resources of our home,
planet Earth, and preserving the climate conditions
upon which life depends.

In this spirit, we call upon our leaders, those of
our faiths, and all people of Earth to accept the reality
of the common danger we face, the imperative and
responsibility for immediate and decisive action, and
the opportunity to change. v

See <www.interfaithdeclaration.org>.



BeFriending Creation  l   November-December 2009

8

A FTER  more than three years working to improve
  agriculture, nutrition, and environmental aware-

ness as Peace Corps volunteers in Paraguay, we find
ourselves returning to a very different country than the
one we left in 2005. Rather than feeling hopeless and
disempowered in the face of economic melt-
down, peak oil, climate change, and urban
decay, we have observed many people in
America taking matters into their own
hands and learning how to reinvest in their
communities, simplify their lives, grow
more of their own food and to eat more lo-
cally.

To reconnect with the new wave of hope
and change, we have taken to the rails on a
five-month journey around the continent
on Amtrak. (What better way to rediscover
a more sustainable America than on the
train? We’ve also explored lots of public
transit and borrowed lots of bicycles on our
stops along the way!) While reconnecting
with friends and family, we’ve been keep-
ing an eye out for opportunities to put our knowledge of
sustainable agriculture and restoration ecology to good
purpose. Here are a few highlights from our travels:

The Greening of Detroit
We know many people who wouldn’t be interested

in spending a day in Detroit, much less a gray day in
February. We had heard from friends, though, that
there were strange new rumblings in the Motor City.
In fact, our most inspiring visit was with the people at
an incredible non-governmental organization called
the Greening of Detroit, who helped us see the city in a
new light as they shared the news of how people in
Detroit have been improving their livelihoods and
their neighborhoods. Picture this: the city limits of
Detroit encompass an area the size of Boston, San
Francisco, and Manhattan combined. Some 27 per-
cent of this land is now vacant, while the city’s popula-
tion has fallen from 2 million to 700,000 in a couple
of decades. The Greening of Detroit has been proac-
tive in turning some of this vacant land into a produc-
tive asset for the remaining residents. As we toured
the city with them, we came to see the rapid depopula-
tion and demolition of abandoned buildings as an un-
precedented opportunity for citizens to restore the
environment and create a more sustainable city.

With neighbors, youth, and volunteers all over
Detroit, the Greening is planting trees on streets and
in parks to replace those lost to Dutch elm disease,
and they’re also planting fruit tree orchards and subsi-

dizing tree sales to people in neighborhoods most in
need. They run an environmental camp for kids in the
summer, and provide green jobs for motivated teens.
In the past 5 years, the Greening has helped to double
the number of community gardens every year and in

2008, supported 169 community gar-
dens just in the city of Detroit! In
neighborhoods where we saw little
more for sale than fast food and li-
quor, community gardens and tree
nurseries are providing families with
healthy food and a little income.
Based on these successes, the Green-
ing of Detroit is beginning to work
with city planners to develop a vision
of a city remade into neighborhoods
united around green space instead of
divided by fences and concrete.

Future plans include a large
downtown tree nursery to meet grow-
ing demand, and more community
gardens, trainings, and farmers’ mar-

kets to provide income for vegetable growers. The
Greening of Detroit has been around for 20 years, but
as far as we can see, they’re still ahead of the curve. At
the end of a gray February day, we left inspired by
these creative and positive responses to a crisis, and
wanting to tell everyone we know about their incred-
ible work. Go to <www.greeningofdetroit.com >.
(Thanks to Paul Bairley, Jill Katakowski, and Sal
Hansen for spending the day with us!)

Gardening at the White House
In Washington, D.C. we met two dedicated young

men who had just spent the last six months traveling
the country, meeting and organizing people to advo-
cate for an organic garden at the White House. We
joined Daniel Bowman Simon and Casey Gustowarow
on classroom visits at a D.C. public school, where they
were rallying kids around the cause and getting the
next generation excited about the power of gardening!
We have Daniel and Casey to thank for their passion-
ate efforts to persuade the Obamas, who broke ground
on their organic kitchen garden on the South Lawn
March 20 th: Read more about them and the White
House Organic garden at <www.thewhofarm.org>.

Of course, they were not the only voices echoing
Michael Pollan’s public call for such a display of na-
tional leadership. Roger Doiron of Kitchen Gardeners
International launched a simultaneous “Eat the View”
campaign with a clever video of how he dug up his

Re-rooting in America by Justin Mog & Amanda Fuller
Madison (Wis.) Monthly Meeting

Individual Earthcare witness

Re-rooting,  next page >>

Amanda and Justin spent
five months traveling by
Amtrak in search of a more
sustainable America.
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own white house lawn in Maine to grow organic food
for his family: <www.eattheview.org>.  The tide of
public opinion seems to be moving Washington in ex-
citing new directions, and the Secretary of Agricul-
ture, Tom Vilsack, has broken ground on a People’s
Garden at the U.S. Department of Agriculture!

A gathering of organic farmers
At the end of February in La Crosse, Wis., we par-

ticipated in the 20 th annual Organic Farming Confer-
ence. This conference has grown by leaps and bounds,
from just 100 participants in 1988 to some 2700 this
year. The joy for us was to see that nearly all of them
were farmers, and whenever we introduced ourselves
to someone, they asked us, where’s your farm and
what do you grow?

We heard a lot of good news
from organic farmers, who are
doing well even in these hard
times. The 2008 Farm Bill has
created a buzz for going organic.
There are provisions to help
new farmers find and finance
land, as well as cover the costs
of transitioning to certified or-
ganic production. We met farm-
ers from around the country
who are revitalizing the lost art
of using draft animals to work
their farms, and enjoy this slower-paced farming that
doesn’t depend on fossil fuels. We also heard from the
folks at the Rodale Institute in Kutztown, Pa., who
have run successful long-term experiments in organic
no-till farming, obviating a traditional choice between
herbicides or tillage to control weeds. They establish
thick stands of cover crops and mow over them with a
“roller-crimper” to create a mulch layer that they can
plant the following crop into. We were amused and
delighted that this tool is virtually identical to one we
promoted during our Peace Corps service in Paraguay
for the same purpose!

In the exhibitors’ hall we were delighted to find
Friends from Scattergood Friends School in West
Branch, Iowa. The students here learn on a working
farm and CSA operation as well as a 40-acre prairie
restoration. It was a joy to speak to young people and
their mentors who are developing intimate relation-
ships to the land and learning vital skills for rebuilding
localized food systems.

Perhaps the most surprising revelations at the
conference came from Dr. Alan Greene, a pediatrician
who became alarmed at health problems in children
(and adults) and began investigating links to chemicals
in conventional produce, junk food and processed

foods. He presented research linking agricultural
chemical residues to cancer, diabetes, and behavior
problems in children, and showed evidence that
switching to organics with no other change in diet can
result in rapid health improvements. He highlighted
apples, potatoes, and dairy products as being the most
important foods to switch first, because conventional
versions typically have high pesticide residues, and
these are foods that kids typically consume a lot of.
Read more at his website: <www.drgreene.com> .

ALBA–a helping hand for
immigrant farmworkers

In an effort to learn more about where our food
comes from, we traveled to California’s Salinas Valley,
the very heart of America’s produce basket. Here con-

ventional and organic growers
alike take a highly industrial
approach to agriculture, mold-
ing the landscape into vast mo-
nocultures of laser-leveled beds
worked by massive machines
and crews of immigrant
farmworkers brought in on
buses trailing portable latrines.
To us this stark scene of human
and ecological exploitation was
even more shocking than
Detroit’s urban blight.

Yet even here there is a ray of hope emanating
from the demonstration and incubator farms of the
Agriculture & Land-Based Training Association
(ALBA) which helps immigrant laborers start their
own organic and sustainable farms. ALBA trains new
farmers in everything from chemical-free production
methods to successful organic marketing techniques.
For a small fee, ALBA farmers have access to plots of
prime, certified organic Salinas Valley land, irrigation
systems, farm equipment, and even a guaranteed mar-
ket for their produce through the ALBA Organics
product line. With all of the usual hurdles out of the
way, aspiring Latino farmers are able to get a foothold
in an industry which has always prevented them from
being anything other than cheap, abundant labor.
ALBA is helping to diversify the landscape of organic
agriculture in the U.S. —not only ecologically, but
ethnically, as well.

Re-wilding the farm
Ever since theories surfaced in 2006 linking E.

coli contamination in leafy greens to the presence of
invasive feral pigs, growers all over California have
succumbed to pressure to sterilize their fields by re-

Re-rooting,  next page >>

Individual Earthcare witness

They found community gardens and farm-
ers markets fluorishing in inner-city Detroit.
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moving vegetation from the perimeters of farm fields
and riparian buffer zones, and even poisoning ponds
to kill frogs and tadpoles! Naturally, this compro-
mises habitat for birds, pollinators, and other wildlife
that depend on this habitat. (The pigs, it should be
noted, don’t rely exclusively on these areas for habi-
tat, and wild animals have been mostly vindicated as
possible agents of contamination (L.A. Times, 04/09)

Common sense should tell us that there’s a better
way to farm, and with professional backgrounds in
agriculture and ecological resto-
ration, we know there are. We
were delighted to learn that at
least one organization is bringing
agriculture and ecological resto-
ration together. We visited the
Wild Farm Alliance in
Watsonville, Calif., which advo-
cates for a more positive vision
of productive farm lands that
also provide critical habitat and
corridors for plants and animals.
One of their biggest projects is
installing hedgerows of trees,
shrubs, or other plants that protect these desirable
species, improve water quality, provide windbreaks,
and reduce erosion. Furthermore, hedgerows can in-
clude harvestable products such as berries or herbs,
and studies show that yields are often higher in fields
where hedgerows boost biodiversity. In California,
irrigation infrastructure provides an ideal context for
re-wilding farms: Irrigation canals and ditches criss-
cross the landscape and are wildlife corridors waiting
to happen.

We went to Hedgerow Farms in Winters, Calif.,
where John Anderson is well-known as a pioneer in re-
wilding the farm. His hedgerows incorporate dozens
of species of native trees and shrubs, native grasses,
sedges, and wildflowers. He has re-shaped and re-
stored roadside swales, and revegetated irrigation
canals, where birds now find nesting spots and bees
find tasty nectar. Interest has boomed so much, in
fact, that Hedgerow Farms now produces and sells
seeds to others who hope to reproduce Anderson’s
success.

What we can do
We are delighted to share stories from the people

and organizations that have inspired us as we’ve trav-
eled, and we have truly discovered some impressive
efforts that signal to us some very positive changes.
Since we’re both people who like to get things done,

we have settled on some actions we can take to con-
tribute to this Re-Planting of America.

1. Keep sharing stories of people and work that in-
spires us, and support people and organizations
that are doing good work, in our own communities
or elsewhere.

2. Plant something to eat, in whatever space we may
have available to us. It might be greens in a con-
tainer, cucumbers to climb up a fence, a fruit tree
or a berry bush in the yard.

3. Help other people plant
food, and give them gifts of
plants, seeds, or fruit trees.

4. Tear up a corner of lawn for
a food garden or for native spe-
cies. Where water is scarce, use
graywater from the kitchen to
water plants, and use lots of
mulch to keep the soil moist.

5. Ride bikes, take public tran-
sit, and be creative about ways
to get things done without driv-
ing.

6. Keep bees, and/or provide
habitat for native pollinators. They need flowering
plants all year round, and nesting areas in bare soil
or cavities in dead wood.

7. Seek out locally produced healthy food. Reduce
the number of miles our food travels from field to
fork.

8. Switch to eating organics, especially dairy, apples,
potatoes, and unprocessed food.

9. Help out family and friends who have been laid off
or are struggling financially.

10. Be mindful of the bounty of the earth every day
and cherish it! v

Individual Earthcare witness

In California irrigation canals and ditches
are wildlife corridors waiting to happen.

QEW backs bill on excessive
commodities speculation

QEW’s Countinuing Counsel , along with other
faith groups, recently signed on to a letter from the
Maryknoll Office of Global Concerns, in support of
the  Stop Tax-Breaks for Oil Profiteers (STOP)
bill (S1588),  introduced this fall by U.S. Sen. Ron
Wyden (D-OR). The letter states that excessive
energy speculation played a large role in last year’s oil
crisis and this year’s rise in oil prices despite global
supply surpluses, as well as last year’s food crisis. It
urges Wyden to consider including food and carbon
commodities in bill S1588. Read and track the bill at
<www.govtrack.us/congress/bill.xpd?bill=s111-1588>.

>> Rerooting,  from page 9
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Quakers step up for 350.org’s October 24 th

‘International Day of Climate Action’

Corporate Earthcare witness

I JUST GOT HOME  from two
350.org events here in Philadel-
phia…. It was a great experience,
and I agree ... that there is some-
thing big going on!

The Earthcare and FCNL
working groups of Philadelphia
Yearly Meeting hosted a group of
about 35 this morning at the
LEED Platinum and Fossil-fuel-
free Friends Center in Philadel-
phia, where we had a presenta-
tion on the green renovations
(it’s a great story) and did a Sen-
ate cell-phone call-in re: the cli-
mate legislation.

Then we made signs and
walked (under umbrellas through
the rain) the 12 blocks to Inde-
pendence Hall, where a large
gathering was addressed by car-
pet industrialist Ray Anderson,

Not one but two 350 events!
who says he “got it” after reading
Paul Hawken’s The Ecology of
Commerce in 1996.  He told us
that his company, Interface, has
reduced waste and CO2 emissions
in all facets of their operation by
90 percent since then and is on
track to reach its goal of zero
waste and emissions. And it has
made money in the process!

After the fun process of spell-
ing out—with our bodies—the dig-
its “350” on the lawn in front of
Independence Mall (it felt like half
time at a football game), while
photographers captured the
scene from the top of a nearby
building, we joyfully went our
way, feeling wonderful to be a
part of such a day!

Hollister Knowlton
Chestnut Hill (Pa.) Friends Mtg.

AWESOME!  More than 5,200
“350”  climate-awareness events
were staged by thousands of citi-
zens in 181 countries on Saturday,
October 24th to draw world atten-
tion to the need to reduce from
today’s 388 ppm to 350 ppm  the
level of climate-changing carbon
dioxide in the earth’s atmosphere.

This was the world’s most wide-
spread—and best  publicized—day
of political action around climate
change, said Bill McKibben,
founder of 350.0rg. This is a
grassroots movement that has
taken on the challenge of persuad-
ing leaders that rapid reduction in
greenhouse gases is not only man-
datory but politically possible.

Although most events were
festive and flambuoyant, it was
clear that the participants are
deadly serious. They want to block
giant energy and agribusiness cor-

porations from promoting busi-
ness-as-usual laws and policies
while reaping huge profits from
incentives in pending legislation
that they are helping to write.

And it was heartening to learn
that many Friends were doing their
part. Uploading “350”  event pho-
tos to the <www.350.org>
website were Friends groups from
Albany, N.Y.; Burlington, Vt.;
Vancouver, B.C.; Rindge, N.H.;
Monteverde, Costa Rica; San Luis
Obispo, Calif.; Atlanta, Ga.; Santa
Rosa, Calif.; and Lifjell, Norway.
There may have been many others.
Countless others, such as Friends
in Victoria, B.C., joined other
“350”  events in their communities.

THE NEXT STAGE,  said
McKibben, will be to carry photos
of these events to local, regional,
and national leaders to show them
that we, the people, mean business!

Albany, N.Y.,

Burlington, Vt., Friends Meeting

Vancouver , B.C., Friends Meeting

Atlanta, Ga., Friends Meeting

Monteverde, C.R., Friends Meeting

Watch highlights
<www.350.org/oct24-vid>

Any Friendly “350” events to share?  Add to http://qewnet.ning.com/
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I  WAS  privileged to be a companion for Rolene
 Walker as she traveled through Ecuador last June.

I was amazed at the response from young people all
over the country as Rolene asked them to do three
things: 1) plant ten trees, 2) give up gasoline in ten
years, and 3) pray for the earth for ten minutes every
Sunday. Medical students, college students, workers
in a macadamia nut plantation, and a group from Que-
bec City all listened intently and held up their hands as
they pledged to do as she asked. The Ecuadorian host-
ess for those 17 French-speaking young people bought
170 trees so they could fulfill their first promise even
before they went home.

The first lesson for me was about being more out-
going. For Rolene to carry her message she had to be
very forward, to walk up to strangers and say, “May I
speak to your class?” Or call a university and ask to
meet with the president. I have spent my adult life
living and working in cultures not my own, first teach-
ing at Atlanta University, a predominantly Black
graduate school in Atlanta and then living in Belize.

I have thrived in these circumstances by being as
far from a typical pushy white American as I can get. I
listen and serve as I can, but try to keep in the back-
ground, not out front. I have developed a shy, retiring
style and even avoid engaging with people if at all pos-
sible. Several years ago a traditional priest here in
Belize said he had something to give me to make me
more willing. I have always puzzled over this because
my constant struggle is with my tendency to be over-
ambitious. More willing didn’t seem like the direction
I needed to go. But now I think that was not about be-
ing willing to take on work, but being willing to step
out in front. Indeed, what has haunted me has not
been what I have said, but what I have not said, par-
ticularly in Quaker meetings. In the time since I came
back from Ecuador I have tried to be more outgoing.

Other lessons of my month in Ecuador were about
human impact upon the earth. We camped in two

small nature reserves, both of which were managed by
local people with some financial help from founda-
tions. Pasochoa is an extinct volcano crater that has
been protected by nearby dairy farmers for three gen-
erations. Long trails went all the way along the crater
rim, but it was too far for me to walk. Later I was in a
plane that flew right over, so I got a bird’s eye view.
We hiked in the vegetation of the foothills area, which
was dominated by a South American bamboo species
that had been planted nearby to keep roadside hills
from eroding. Where there were patches of what ap-
peared to be native forest, the trees were alive with
the sounds of brightly colored birds, while the bam-
boo areas were quite silent.

Rio Palenque Nature Reserve was originally pre-
served in the 1970s by a group of scientists from the
University of Miami (Fla). Their studies revealed that
this small, 1.7 square-kilometer area has over 1,100
plant species, which makes it one of the most biologi-
cally diverse areas on Earth, at least in regard to
plants. But because this area is so fertile and has
plenty of rain, it is ideal for growing bananas, African
palm oil, and other crops for human use. This small
area is the only remaining native forest on the western
slope of the Andean Mountains in Ecuador. Unfortu-
nately, the area is not big enough to support a viable
population of large mammals. One ocelot had been
seen years ago, but that is all. The wild cats such as
jaguars, jaguarundis, and margays have disappeared
from the Ecuador’s western slope.

The scientists are gone now, and there is no longer
a relationship with the university. Rio Palenque Na-
ture Reserve is supported by contributions from the

Walking with Rolene in Ecuador and Galapagos
by Judy Lumb

Atlanta (Ga.) Friends Meeting

ROLENE WALKER t alks to workers at a macadamia nut plan-
tation in Ecuador about the importance of their business as
a sustainable use of natural resources.

Rolene Walker  of San Francisco Friends Meeting is
on a two-year pilgrimage, the Walk With Earth, from
San Diego, Calif., to Santiago, Chile,—to visit places of
natural beauty and to encourage people she meets to
celebrate and protect all of Creation. After reaching
Peru in July, Rolene returned to California for R&R,
planning to resume the walk in October. Judy Lumb,
a QEW supporter living in Belize, joined Rolene for a
portion of the walk in June.

Rolene,  next page >>
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December 7, 2009.  Deadline for article submis-
sions for January-February 2010 BeFriending
Creation.

December 7–18, 2009.  United Nations  Climate
Change Conference in  Copenhagen, Denmark.

Wong Foundation and proceeds from an adjacent
macadamia nut plantation. Rolene spoke to 24 mac-
adamia nut workers, after which we got a tour of their
operations. Besides the stands of macadamia trees,
they grow bamboo, which is used for propping up the
nut-laden branches of the macadamia trees and for
construction of facilities needed for drying and pro-
cessing the nuts. This is the only macadamia planta-
tion in Ecuador that includes processing to value-
added products, such as chocolate-covered macad-
amia nuts packaged for international export. This is a
good example of current trends in protected-areas
management, where local people co-manage protected
areas with support from the government, foundations,
or non-governmental organizations. Income-generat-
ing activities are encouraged that represent sustain-
able use of natural resources rather than exploitation
to extinction.

T H E Galapagos Islands 600 miles off the coast of
Ecuador were a favorite stop for the British buc-

caneers and other pirate ships, as is well documented
in Darwin’s journals from his time there in 1835. The
giant tortoises were easy to catch and maintain on a
ship, so they provided an excellent source of meat and
were hunted nearly to extinction. Each of the islands
is a volcanic uplift and has species that evolved sepa-
rately, so the giant tortoises were different from one
island to the next. In the 1970s it was assumed that
the tortoise subspecies on one of the islands was ex-
tinct when one tortoise was found and named “Lone-
some George.” He was taken to the Darwin Research
Center as the last of his subspecies. Attempts have
been made to mate him with similar subspecies with-
out success. He is on display at the Darwin Center for
all the tourists that visit the Galapagos Islands.

The good news is that the invasive species intro-
duced by humans have been eradicated from most of
the islands, especially the goats. The Darwin Center
has been successful in mating one of the subspecies of
tortoises and reintroduced them to that island. So
there has been some slow progress to reverse the
damage done by centuries of human exploitation of
the Galapagos Islands.

Guayaquil, the largest city in Ecuador, was very
similar to a U.S. city, complete with shopping malls
with all the accoutrements of American life that are
associated with our over-consumptive style. I was
very discouraged that we have been so successful in
exporting our lifestyle. Changes we need to make to
live on this planet sustainably must also be made
wherever our influence has reached. This is an over-
whelming prospect! v

Dear Earthcare,
Concern about the earth keeps me supporting

groups who have constructive ways to make the earth
better. However, I am extremely concerned about the
self-righteous thought of getting rid of animal agricul-
ture as a good cause.

Too many have never been on a working farm to
realize how important animals are to keeping the soil
productive. Too many assume all animals are fed in
feedlots. Too many do not see the relationship the
farmer has with nature. If groups such as yours have
your way agriculture will die. How will we be fed?
Most Friends really enjoy ice cream. If we have no
dairies how will you get that and yogurt and cheese
and more?

Presently there seems to be a movement to cause
dairy farmers to be forced out of the life they love
because they are being paid 1970 prices for milk while
having to pay 2009 bills. The market is being con-
trolled by money interests that are not related to the
producer. Where will the wildlife live if you force agri-
culture out of existence? Ranchers in the West are
having trouble with the Nature Conservancy and such
organizations forcing them off publicly owned land
for grazing. Little is understood about how the cattle
improve the land. We have tremendous fires in the
West because the cattle have not been allowed there
to keep the brush from taking over. The trees are too
thick and not good for much. Too many sawmills have
been forced out of business because those who have
never worked the land had laws passed to keep those
who are good stewards from caring for the land. I
hope you have access to the September National Geo-
graphic  and will read about the redwoods.

Please look at the complete picture. Friends need
to do complete homework and be aware of the com-
plete picture. One-sided thinking is wrong. .

—Suzanne P. Lamborn
Nottingham, Pa.

QEW as an organization has not taken an official posi-
tion regarding animals in agriculture. We cannot
speak for individual Friends who may avoid meat or
animal products for a variety of reasons.  —ed.

Animals, nature, & working farms

For latest updates, see <www.walkwithearth.org>.

Earthcare Calendar
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Storytellers aim Earthcare wisdom
at their listeners’ hearts

Above:  Steering Commit-
tee member Al Connor
talks with Kathy Hyzy after
her keynote talk. Above
right:  Tom and Sandy Farley
draw laughs and aha’s with
ecology lessons in story
form. Right:  Annual Meet-
ing participants take time
to support stong energy
and climate legislation by
writing to their Senators.

STORY  telling, like music and art, can do
 something that ordinary explaining and ar-

guing often fail to do—speak to people’s hearts.
At the 2009 QEW Annual Meeting in

Bellingham, Wash., all the plenary speakers
shared personal and traditional stories that
helped us see ourselves anew, as belonging to
the unfolding drama of Creation and therefore
having a role in its fulfillment.

Tom and Sandy Farley  of Palo Alto, Ca-
lif., Friends Meeting, drew stories from their
repertoire as professional storytellers:

—Children in a village are warned about
trolls under a bridge that will eat them if they try
to cross without an adult. Question: Is this fic-
tion okay if keeps young children safe until they
are mature enough to cross alone?

—A child asks different people why there are
stars in the sky and gets very different answers, all in
the form of fanciful stories. But theses stories all have
a common motif of splashing or scattering. Question:
would a child learn more from such stories or a dry,
scientific explanation?

—A gardener is told to scatter different types of
seed over varied ground. Each seed finds some place,
whether loamy or rocky, where it can thrive. Lesson:
Everything is important to everything else.

—Bulldozers are about to destroy a forest. A
Meeting attender leaves Meeting for Business to stand
in the way while a weightier Friend is too preoccupied
with the meeting agenda to be bothered. Question:
Which Friend was a neighbor to the eco-system?

Jon Kershner , an evangelical Friends pastor
from Seattle, Wash., said he had experienced typical
adolescent doubts about Biblical accounts of Cre-
ation, but as a seeking adult he came to a new under-
standing, helped by personal experiences in the natu-
ral world. He encountered an “overflowing creativity”
that humbled his stubbornness and overcame his in-
tellectual doubts. The wonders of Creation can point
us to a deeper spiritual existence. But the scriptures
help to frame that promise as a coherent story. The
Greek concept of the logos (often translated as
“word”) was used to explain to early Christians how
God can be actively involved in the world and com-
mitted to Creation, despite humans’ propensity to vio-
late it. “Can we get to the place where the logos reads
us and shows us why we don’t treat other people and
the natural world the way we know we should?”

Marshall Gibson,  a retired Quaker pastor and
professional storyteller from Indianapolis, Ind.,
chose native American stories that addressed the way
humans are in the process of destroying all that God
told us to protect. The Lenape people had a myth
about a time when squirrels were huge and one got in
trouble for eating a human—a species the Creator had
placed off-limits. As punishment, squirrels were made
small and from then on were to be hunted by humans.
In another myth, from the Crow nation, Coyote
served as the Creator’s helper by molding mud to
form the world of living nature. When Coyote got
around to making people, he instructed them sternly,
“All the birds and fish are your brothers and sisters.
Use the world wisely or risk death.”

“These stories teach that we must have stops to
our consumption and expansion. The current epi-
demic of extinctions indicates that we have to make
some decisions as a species.” Marshall said that as a
young person he turned away from a “pastel view” of
Christ when introduced to the exciting discoveries of
scientists, some of whom were Quakers. “Science and
spirit are both facets of the truth. Our job as Quakers
is to help bring them together.”

Kathy Hyzy of Portland, Ore. the new editor of
the Western Friend, began her keynote address with a
personal story of how an encounter with the natural
world had been spiritually transforming. She spent
some time at a nature preserve near her grandmoth-

QEW Annual Meeting,  next page >>
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er’s home in rural southern Indiana
after learning it was threatened by
construction of an interstate high-
way. It not only gave her a pre-
cious glimpse of the larger wilder-
ness that her grandmother must
have known as a girl. It also led her
to question society’s current defi-
nition of progress. “In the choice
between freeway and refuge, we
have to listen with the heart, not
just the mind.”

Responding to those who main-
tain that systemic change is more
critical than individual lifestyle
changes, Kathy agreed that per-
sonal gestures like taking shorter
showers and driving a Prius can
lead to smugness, but regulations
don’t equal social change. “True
simplicity lifts a burden. It makes
me kinder to myself and others. It
puts me in touch with the abun-
dance of nature. It reminds me that
I am a co-creator. Simplicity is the
greatest strength we Friends have.
It’s worth doing in its own right.”

Ed Sheridan , a resident artist
and storyteller living on Bainbridge,
Island, Wash., said he left social
work after deciding he wanted to
focus less on problems and more
on supporting things that are work-
ing well. He began his talk with an
insightful story about stories:  In
ancient times Truth ran around
naked, which frightened people.
Then Truth met a beautiful woman
called Story, who offered to clothe
him. After that, people were no
longer afraid of Truth.

In an old Inuit tale, Raven
changes into a man and enters the
belly of a whale. There he encoun-
ters its soul in the form of a beauti-
ful woman whom he ultimately
runs away with—despite her warn-
ing that taking away the whale’s
spiritual essence would result in its
death. When that happens, Raven

has to endure a long period of
grieving and healing. In another
Inuit story, a bear cub is raised by
humans and trained  to hunt for
them. But the cub runs away when
commanded to go after his own
kind. In a story from Zimbabwe, a
tree miraculously provides food
during a drought and famine, but
its bounty is hoarded by someone
who doesn’t understand that it was
meant as a blessing for everyone.
All of these stories warn of exploi-
tation and of denial of our basic
values and desires, Ed said.

Rhea Miller,  a community
organizer living on Lopez Island,
Wash., said she had been involved
in the nuclear freeze and sanctuary
movements of the 1980s but did
not find such work  soul-nourish-
ing. Recently she has become inter-
ested in stories of native peoples of
New Zealand and other places, said
to have been handed down from
peaceful ancestors as actual his-
torical accounts and prophesies.
These stories teach us that human
nature gives us the potential to be
peacemakers as well as warriors.

We can and must unite for
peace and mutual well-being for all
of Earth’s creatures, Rhea said.
Today we are witnessing the con-
vergence of ancient wisdom and
almost mystical insights about the
nature of reality coming out of the
new physics and life sciences. We
can actually change things by the
way we look at them. This discov-
ery suggests tension between “sa-
voring and saving” the world. But
there is a way to do both, to bridge
the gap between knowing and do-
ing. That is through the human
heart. ——

—Louis Cox

Minutes and other reports
from the 2009 QEW Annual Meet-
ing can be found on the QEW web-
site under “Meetings & Events.”

>> Annual Meeting,  from p. 14
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Camden (Del.) Friends complete their ‘green’ annex replacement
THE NEW ANNEX  at
Camden (Del.) Friends Meet-
ing is a sparkling example of a
faith community’s commit-
ment to witness for living
more  lightly on the earth.

The on-grid photovoltaic
panels that cover the roof of
the recently completed green
building explain better than
words how these Friends had
slowly discerned and ac-
cepted their moral responsi-
bility to shrink their ecological footprint and to light a
beacon for others to follow.

Their vision began in 2005 after Meeting mem-
bers learned that costly remodeling of their 50-year-
old annex would leave them with a structure that was
still wasteful of energy, water, and other resources.

As part of qualifiying for LEED (Leadership in En-
ergy & Environmental Design) certification, they re-
used many materials from the old structure. They
shifted from gas heating to a geothermal heating/cool-
ing system. The walls were super-insulated, and win-

dows were oriented for
passive solar gain in
the winter.

Many building ma-
terials have recycled
content or non-toxic
ingredients. Toilets are
flushed with roof-col-
lected rainwater, and
to further conserve
water, all plants used in
landscaping around the
new annex are native

species that do not require regular watering.
Renovating Camden’s 200-year-old Meeting

House, on the other hand, will be more challenging,
since it is on the historic register and can’t be changed
as much outwardly.  But it is slated for geothermal
heating, and on-grid solar electricity.

Camden Friends’ Earthcare witness is about more
than buildings, however. For example, this fall they
are leading a series of public programs on “Making
Peace with the Earth,” including a viewing of The
Power of Community: How Cuba Survived Peak Oil. v

LET ME START BY SAYING “THANK YOU!”
It has been a difficult year financially, but be-
cause of you QEW is still working faithfully
for an Earth restored. So many non-profit
organizations have had to make major cut-
backs or even shut down, but with some
tightening of our budget and loyal support-
ers like you, we are continuing our work with-
out major changes. But in order to do as well in

the coming fiscal year, we really need your sup-
port now. Most of our supporters continue to

give generously, but due to the tight
economy have needed to trim back dona-
tions. If that trend continues, we might be
forced to make cutbacks at a time when

our vision and witness is needed more than
ever. Please give what you can today.

—Ruah Swennerfelt, General Secretary


